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1. Governor’s Power of Remission and the Role of the Cabinet

The Madras High Court’s Full Bench recently reaffirmed a critical constitutional principle: the Governor's
power to grant remission under Article 161 is not discretionary but is strictly tethered to the "aid and
advice" of the Council of Ministers. This ruling settles internal judicial conflicts and aligns with long-
standing Supreme Court precedents, emphasizing that in a parliamentary democracy, the executive head acts
on the advice of the elected government.

Core Summary of the Ruling

Binding Nature of Advice: The Full Bench held that the Governor is constitutionally bound by the
decisions of the Council of Ministers regarding the premature release or remission of convicts; the
Governor cannot act

independently or Governor Bound by State Cabinet Advice on Remission,
override the Cabinet's Premature Release: Madras HC
recommendation.

Zero Discretionary Power: The court explicitly ruled that under no circumstances does the
Governor possess the discretion to take a view different from the one provided by the State Cabinet
under Article 161.

Settling Legal Ambiguity: The reference to the Full Bench was necessitated by conflicting 2024
decisions from different Division Benches; this ruling now provides an authoritative pronouncement
for all subordinate courts and the state executive.

Supremacy of Constitutional Bench Precedents: The High Court relied on the landmark 1980
Supreme Court judgment (Maru Ram v. Union of India), which established that the "Governor" in
Article 161 actually refers to the State Government in a functional sense.

Constitutional Consistency: The ruling reinforces the "Cabinet Form of Government" where the
nominal head (Governor) must mirror the will of the real executive (Council of Ministers) to ensure
democratic accountability.

Key Definitions

Remission: A reduction of the period of a sentence without changing its character (e.g., reducing a
20-year rigorous imprisonment to 10 years).

Commutation: Changing the nature of the punishment to a lighter form (e.g., death sentence to life
imprisonment).

Council of Ministers: The executive body, headed by the Chief Minister, responsible for advising
the Governor and exercising effective power in the State.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions

Article 161: Empowers the Governor of a State to grant pardons, reprieves, respites, or remissions of
punishment or to suspend, remit, or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offense
against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the State extends.

Article 163: General provision stating there shall be a Council of Ministers with the Chief Minister
at the head to aid and advise the Governor in the exercise of his functions, except where he is
required to exercise discretion.

Section 432/433 of CrPC (now relevant sections in BNSS): Provides the statutory framework for
the "Appropriate Government" to remit or commute sentences, which works in tandem with the
constitutional powers under Article 161.

. _______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Important Judicial Precedents

e Maru Ram v. Union of India (1980): A Constitution Bench held that the power under Article 161 is
to be exercised by the State Government and not the Governor personally.

e Shatrughan Chauhan v. Union of India (2014): Established that unexplained and unreasonable
delay by the Governor/President in deciding mercy petitions can be a ground for judicial review.

e A.G. Perarivalan v. State (2022): The Supreme Court reiterated that the Governor's delay in
following the Cabinet's advice on remission is subject to judicial scrutiny and that the State Cabinet's
advice is binding.

Conclusion

The Madras High Court’s decision serves as a timely reminder of the boundaries of gubernatorial powers.
By eliminating the notion of "independent discretion" in remission cases, the judiciary has protected the
federal balance and the principle of ministerial responsibility. It ensures that the sovereign power of mercy is
exercised through a democratic process rather than individual preference, thereby maintaining the integrity
of the justice delivery system.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II (Polity & Governance): Crucial for topics related to the Powers, Functions, and
Responsibilities of the Governor; Constitutional Discretion vs. Situational Discretion; and Centre-
State Relations.

e Judicial Federalism: Highlights the role of High Courts in interpreting constitutional mandates and
ensuring executive compliance with Supreme Court benchmarks.

2. Judicial Officers Gherao in West Bengal: A Challenge to Constitutional Authority
The Supreme Court has taken a stern view of the "mob gherao" of seven judicial officers in Malda, West
Bengal, who were confined without basic necessities for over nine hours. Deployed as Election Registration
Officers (EROs) under Supreme Court orders, these officers were targeted during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls. The Court characterized the incident as a calculated attempt to demoralize
the judiciary and an act of criminal contempt that reflects a breakdown of the state's administrative
machinery.

Core Summary of the Supreme Court's Observations

o Assault on Judicial Integrity: The CJI termed the confinement of judicial officers (including three
women) as a "brazen attempt" to browbeat the judiciary and a direct challenge to the authority of the
Supreme Court.

e Calculated Interference: The Court observed that the violence was not spontaneous but a "well-
planned and deliberate move" designed to influence the ongoing adjudication of voter objections
ahead of the Assembly elections.

e Administrative Failure: The Bench noted a "complete failure" of the civil and police administration
in West Bengal for failing to prevent the nine-hour captivity and the subsequent stone-pelted rescue
of the officers.

o Political Polarization: Chief Justice Surya Kant highlighted the extreme political polarization in the
state, noting that the environment has become one where administrative and political actors often
speak a "political language" rather than a constitutional one.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Criminal Contempt Warning: The Court
clarified that any attempt to interfere with
judicial officers performing duties mandated
by the top court "undoubtedly amounts to
criminal contempt" and will not be tolerated.

= Q This was not a routine
incident. It was ex facie

a calculated, well-planned and

deliberate move to demoralise

y thejudicial officers and impact

the ongoing process of adju-

§ dication of objections. We will

not allow anyone to interfere

and take law into their hands by

Key Definitions causing fear in the minds of ju-
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authority) to prevent them from leaving until certain demands are met.

Special Intensive Revision (SIR): A rigorous process of updating electoral rolls to ensure accuracy,
often involving judicial officers to adjudicate claims and objections regarding voter exclusion.

Criminal Contempt: Under the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, it includes any act that scandalizes
the court, prejudices judicial proceedings, or interferes with the administration of justice.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions

Article 129: Grants the Supreme Court the power to punish for contempt of itself, acting as a "Court
of Record" to maintain judicial dignity.

Article 144: Mandates that all authorities, civil and judicial, in the territory of India shall act in aid
of the Supreme Court. The failure of the Malda administration is a direct violation of this mandate.

Article 324: Relates to the superintendence, direction, and control of elections. The judicial officers
were acting in a quasi-judicial capacity to ensure the integrity of the electoral process under this
framework.

Independence of the Judiciary: A "Basic Structure" doctrine component which requires that
judicial officers be free from executive or mob pressure to perform their legal duties.

Important Keypoints for Analysis

Security of the Subordinate Judiciary: The incident raises critical questions about the physical
security provided to judicial officers when they are assigned executive or election-related duties.

Rule of Law vs. Mobocracy: The transition from legal protest to physical confinement (Gherao)
signals a dangerous shift where mob pressure seeks to bypass established legal adjudication
processes.

Neutrality of State Machinery: The CJI's remarks on polarization underscore the need for an
impartial bureaucracy and police force that remains insulated from partisan politics during election
cycles.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court's intervention underscores that the safety of judicial officers is non-negotiable for the
survival of the Rule of Law. By equating the Malda incident with criminal contempt, the Court has sent a
clear message: administrative negligence in protecting the judiciary will be viewed as a constitutional lapse.
Ensuring a fear-free environment for those adjudicating electoral disputes is essential for the conduct of
"free and fair elections," which is a cornerstone of Indian democracy.
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UPSC Relevance

GS Paper II (Polity): Essential for topics such as the Independence of the Judiciary, the Role of the
Governor/State Executive in maintaining Law and Order, and the conduct of Elections.

Governance: Highlights the challenges of administrative neutrality in "politically polarized"
environments and the implementation of Article 144.

3. Escalating US-Iran Conflict and Geopolitical Implications for India

The conflict between the United States and Iran has entered a critical phase, with US President Donald
Trump signaling an intensification of military operations. The rhetoric of "broader attacks" and the targeting
of strategic infrastructure, such as bridges linking Tehran to Karaj, have dimmed hopes for an early
ceasefire. As the war enters its second month, the focus of international diplomacy has shifted toward two
existential issues: securing a ceasefire and ensuring the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz, a vital artery for
global energy security.

Core Summary of the Crisis

Escalation of Hostilities: The US executive has vowed more aggressive strikes, including threats to
"push Iran back to the Stone Ages," signaling a shift from tactical containment to large-scale
infrastructure degradation.

Strategic Infrastructure Targeting: Recent air strikes have targeted domestic connectivity in Iran,
notably the bridge linking Tehran to Karaj, indicating a move to disrupt internal logistics and exert
maximum psychological pressure on the Iranian leadership.

Threat to Global Energy: The conflict centers on the Strait of Hormuz, through which
approximately 1/5th of the world’s oil consumption passes. Threats of "crushing" retaliatory attacks
from Tehran pose a direct risk to global energy supply chains and shipping.

Diplomatic Deadlock: Despite the "death of a slew of leaders," Iran remains defiant, focusing on
drafting monitoring protocols with neutral intermediaries like Oman rather than immediate
capitulation, while the US demands a "deal before it is too late."

Economic Fallout: The military intensification has led to an immediate rise in global oil prices and a
decline in international share prices, highlighting the interconnectedness of regional stability and
global economic health.

Key Definitions

Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway between the
Gulf of Oman and the Persian Gulf. It is the world's
most important oil transit chokepoint.

Remission of Hostilities (Ceasefire): A temporary
stoppage of a war in which each side agrees with the
other to suspend aggressive actions.

Diplomatic Protocol: A formal international
agreement or the specific etiquette and rules
governing international relations and negotiations.
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International Legal Framework & Provisions

o United Nations Charter (Chapter VII): Deals with the "Action with Respect to Threats to the
Peace, Breaches of the Peace, and Acts of Aggression," providing the framework for international
intervention or sanctions.

e UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea): Specifically relevant to the
"Freedom of Navigation" in international straits like Hormuz. Under UNCLOS, all ships enjoy the
right of transit passage through such straits.

e Principle of Proportionality: Under International Humanitarian Law (IHL), the use of force must
be proportional to the military advantage gained; targeting civilian-use infrastructure like bridges is
often a subject of legal debate regarding "dual-use" status.

Critical Keypoints: The Indian Perspective

o Energy Security: India is one of the largest consumers of crude oil; any prolonged disruption in the
Strait of Hormuz directly impacts India’s trade balance, inflation levels, and fiscal deficit.

o Diaspora Safety: Nearly nine million Indian citizens live and work in the Gulf states. Their safety,
security, and the stability of the remittance flow (a major source of foreign exchange for India) are at
high stake.

e Strategic Autonomy: India’s interdependence with the region necessitates a balanced diplomatic
approach, advocating for de-escalation while protecting its economic interests in both the US and the
Middle East.

Conclusion

The current US-Iran chasm represents a significant failure of regional deterrence and a shift toward high-
intensity warfare. While the US seeks a "way out" through maximum pressure, the resulting volatility in
energy markets and the threat to international shipping lanes demand an urgent multilateral diplomatic
intervention. For the global community, the priority remains transitioning from military "opening bids" to a
sustainable maritime and territorial ceasefire.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II (International Relations): Essential for studying "Bilateral, Regional and Global
Groupings and Agreements involving India," and the "Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed
and Developing Countries on India's interests."

e GS Paper III (Security & Economy): Directly relates to "Energy Security," "Global Supply Chain
Disruptions," and "Strategic Chokepoints" in maritime security.

4. West Asia Crisis Impact: Indian Manufacturing Hits 45-Month Low

The Indian manufacturing sector faced a significant setback in March 2026, with activity levels dropping to
their lowest point in nearly four years. According to the HSBC India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI), the escalation of the war in West Asia has triggered a chain reaction of rising input costs,
supply chain disruptions, and dampened global demand. While the sector remains in the expansionary zone
(above 50), the sharp decline from 56.9 in February to 53.9 in March signals a period of heightened
economic uncertainty and cooling industrial momentum.
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Core Summary of the Economic Slowdown

PMI Slump: The Manufacturing PMI fell to 53.9 in ‘
March 2026, marking a 45-month low since June 2022, Warim paCt

The manufacturing PMI for March 2026 slipped

idk

indicating a substantial loss in growth momentum to a 45-month low
compared to previous months. 607 593

58 56.9
Geopolitical Headwinds: The ongoing war in West 56

54 53.9

Asia (Middle East) is identified as the primary external
. . . 52
shock, affecting new order inflows and creating a o
climate of "heightened market uncertainty." Aprik-2024 March-2025 March-2026

Source: HSBC India Manufacturing PMI

Steepest Cost Pressures: Input price inflation reached
its highest level since August 2022, with firms reporting significant price hikes in essential industrial
raw materials like aluminium, steel, chemicals, and fuel.

Slowest Growth in Sub-components: The two most critical drivers of the manufacturing sector—
New Orders and Output—grew at their slowest rates in over three and a half years.

Supply Chain Fragility: Increased fuel prices and logistical challenges stemming from the regional
conflict have led to an intensification of cost pressures, forcing firms to navigate "fierce competition"
with squeezed margins.

Key Definitions

Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI): An economic indicator derived from monthly surveys of
private sector companies. It acts as a "lead indicator" of economic health. A reading above 50
represents expansion, while below 50 indicates contraction.

Input Price Inflation: The rate at which the prices of raw materials and services used in the
production process increase. High input inflation often leads to "Cost-Push Inflation" in the broader
economy.

Anecdotal Evidence: Information based on informal accounts or individual stories from firms (used
in PMI reports to explain the 'why' behind the numbers).

Economic & Statutory Context

Index of Industrial Production (ITP): While PMI is a qualitative survey-based indicator, the IIP is
the official government quantitative measure of industrial growth (published by NSO). Disparity
between the two often provides a deeper look into "formal vs. informal" sector health.

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) Mandate: Under the RBI Act, 1934, the MPC must maintain
price stability (target of 4%+/-2%). Rising manufacturing costs due to the West Asia crisis may limit
the RBI's ability to cut interest rates to spur growth.

Trade Policy & Foreign Trade Act: The slowdown highlights India's dependence on stable trade
routes in the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea for the import of raw materials and the export of finished
goods.

Additional Important Keypoints

Commodity Specific Hikes: The report specifically highlights price increases in rubber, leather,
jute, and oil, suggesting that the crisis is affecting a wide spectrum of industries from automobiles to
textiles.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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o Employment Outlook: While the PMI covers employment, a slowdown in output and new orders
often leads to a "hiring freeze" or cautious recruitment strategies by manufacturing firms in the short
term.

o Export Vulnerability: The conflict in West Asia impacts the "External Sector" of the Indian
economy, as the region is both a major energy supplier and a key destination for Indian engineering
and agricultural exports.

Conclusion

The March 2026 PMI data serves as a stark reminder of India's vulnerability to global geopolitical shocks.
The transition from a robust 56.9 to a 53.9 indicates that while the domestic economy has inherent
resilience, it cannot remain insulated from the soaring energy costs and logistical bottlenecks caused by the
West Asia crisis. For the manufacturing sector to rebound, a combination of diplomatic de-escalation in the
Middle East and domestic policy support to mitigate rising input costs will be essential in the coming
quarters.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper III (Economy): Highly relevant for topics like "Changes in Industrial Policy and their
effects on industrial growth" and "Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of
resources, and growth."

o International Relations (GS II): Demonstrates the direct link between "Regional Conflicts" and
"Domestic Economic Stability," a key theme in India's West Asia policy.

5. Bhu Bharati Portal: Revolutionizing Land Records Management in Telangana

The Telangana government has officially launched the 'Bhu Bharati' portal, a sophisticated Integrated Land
Record Management Information System (ILRMIS), to streamline land registrations and title management.
Replacing the previous 'Dharani' system, this reform aims to consolidate various land-related wings—
Revenue, Registration, and Survey—into a single digital umbrella. Initially rolled out on a pilot basis in five
mandals including Amangal and Kosgi, the project is slated for a state-wide phase-wise expansion within 45
days, marking a significant shift toward transparent, middleman-free governance in real estate and
agricultural land transactions.

Core Summary of the Bhu Bharati Initiative

e Unified Administrative Umbrella: The portal integrates the Revenue, Registration, and Land
Survey departments, ensuring that data synchronization happens in real-time across all three wings to
prevent record discrepancies.

o Pilot Phase and Scaling: Launched in five specific mandals across Rangareddy, Narayanpet,
Sangareddy, Khammam, and Bhadradri-Kothagudem, the system's efficacy will be tested for 45 days
before expanding to one mandal in every district.

o Elimination of Intermediaries: A primary objective of Bhu Bharati is to remove the scope for
middlemen and "land mafias" by providing a direct digital interface for citizens, thereby reducing the
need for physical visits to registration offices.

e Resolution of Legacy Issues: The government aims to utilize this portal to address the massive
pendency of 9.52 lakh applications related to 'Sada Bainamas' (plain paper transactions) which
remained unresolved under the previous regime.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Key Definitions

e Sada Bainama: Unregistered land sale transactions
executed on plain paper. While common in rural
areas, these often lead to legal disputes and lack official recognition in revenue records until
regularized.

e ILRMIS (Integrated Land Record Management Information System): A digital framework that
links land registration with the mutation of revenue records, ensuring the person buying the land is
immediately updated as the owner in government databases.

e Mandal: An administrative sub-division in certain Indian states (like Telangana and Andhra Pradesh)
responsible for revenue collection and local administration.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions

o Article 300A: While the right to property is no longer a Fundamental Right, Article 300A ensures
that "no person shall be deprived of his property save by authority of law," necessitating accurate
state records to protect ownership.

o Registration Act, 1908: The primary central legislation governing the registration of documents.
Bhu Bharati digitizes the processes mandated under this Act to ensure legal validity.

o Telangana Rights in Land and Pattadar Passbooks Act: The state-specific legal framework that
governs how land titles (Pattas) are issued and maintained; the new portal operates under updated
rules of this Act.

e Seventh Schedule (State List): Land (Entry 18) and Land Revenue (Entry 45) fall under the State
List, giving the Telangana government full constitutional authority to legislate and implement these
digital reforms.

Additional Important Keypoints

o Data Security and Transparency: By using an integrated system, the government intends to create
a "Single Source of Truth" for land, reducing the chances of double registration or fraudulent sales.

o Ease of Doing Business (EoDB): Modernizing land records is a key parameter for EoDB rankings,
as it facilitates easier bank loans for farmers and clearer titles for industrial investments.

o Citizen-Centric Governance: The portal allows for online applications for mutations, successions,
and partitions, significantly reducing the "Total Processing Time" for the common man.

Conclusion

The transition from Dharani to Bhu Bharati reflects an evolutionary step in Digital India’s land reform
agenda. By integrating survey data with registration and revenue records, Telangana is moving toward a
"Conclusive Titling" system rather than the current "Presumptive Titling." If successfully scaled, this model
could serve as a blueprint for other states struggling with fragmented land records and high litigation rates,
ultimately strengthening the rural economy and ensuring social justice for small landholders.
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UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II (Governance): Relevant for topics like "e-Governance—applications, models,
successes, limitations, and potential" and "Government policies and interventions for development."

e GS Paper III (Economy/Agriculture): Crucial for "Land Reforms in India," "Digitalization of Land
Records," and their impact on agricultural credit and rural development.

6. ISRO Invites Scientific Proposals for Aditya-L1 Observation Time

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has issued the second Announcement of Opportunity (AO),
inviting the Indian solar physics community to submit research proposals for dedicated observation time on
the Aditya-L1 mission. As India's maiden space-based solar observatory, Aditya-L1 has been positioned at
the strategic Sun-Earth Lagrangian Point 1 (L1) to conduct uninterrupted studies of the solar atmosphere.
This initiative aims to maximize the scientific output of the mission by allowing researchers to utilize the
sophisticated onboard payloads for targeted observations, thereby deepening the global understanding of
solar dynamics and space weather.

Core Summary of the Announcement

e Maiden Solar Mission: Aditya-L1 is India's first dedicated satellite mission designed specifically to
study the Sun from a vantage point outside the Earth's magnetic field and atmosphere.

o Lagrangian Point 1 (L1) Advantage: The spacecraft is stationed at the L1 point, approximately 1.5
million km from Earth, which allows it to view the Sun continuously without any occultations or
eclipses.

e Observation Opportunity: The second AO specifically targets the Indian scientific community,
providing a platform for solar physicists to propose specific observation windows and data-gathering
maneuvers.

e Global Data Sharing: While the AO is for dedicated time, ISRO reaffirmed that scientific data from
the mission is being regularly released into the public domain to facilitate global scientific research.

e Strict Submission Timeline: Researchers and academic institutions must submit their technical and
scientific proposals by the deadline of April 30, 2026.

o Comprehensive Payloads: The mission utilizes seven payloads (four for remote sensing and three
for in-situ studies) to observe the solar corona, photosphere, chromosphere, and solar wind.

Key Definitions

o Lagrangian Point 1 (L.1): A position in space
where the gravitational forces of two large bodies
(Sun and Earth) produce enhanced regions of
attraction and repulsion, allowing a spacecraft to
remain in a fixed position with minimal fuel
consumption.

Deployed View

e Announcement of Opportunity (AO): A formal
call by a space agency inviting the scientific community to participate in a mission by proposing
experiments or specific observations.

e Solar Corona: The outermost layer of the Sun's atmosphere, characterized by extremely high
temperatures, which Aditya-L1 aims to study to solve the "coronal heating" mystery.

9972258970 / 9740702455 10
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Technical & Scientific Payloads

e VELC (Visible Emission Line Coronagraph): Designed to study the solar corona and the
dynamics of Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs).

o SUIT (Solar Ultra-violet Imaging Telescope): To image the solar Photosphere and Chromosphere
in near Ultra-violet (UV) and measure solar irradiance variations.

e ASPEX and PAPA: Instruments designed to analyze solar wind particles (protons and heavier ions)
and their energy distribution.

e SoLEXS and HEL10S: X-ray spectrometers to study solar flares across a wide energy range.
o Magnetometer: To measure the low-intensity interplanetary magnetic field at the L1 point.
Constitutional & Policy Framework

e Article 51A(h): The Indian Constitution lists the development of "scientific temper, humanism and
the spirit of inquiry and reform" as a Fundamental Duty, which such indigenous space missions
fulfill.

o Space Policy 2023: This mission aligns with India’s updated space policy, which encourages the
participation of academia and the private sector in space research and planetary exploration.

e Department of Space (DoS): Functions directly under the Prime Minister's Office (PMO),
emphasizing the strategic importance of solar research for protecting satellite communications and
power grids.

Conclusion

The opening of Aditya-L1 for community-led observations marks a transition from technical validation to
active scientific discovery. By involving a broader spectrum of Indian researchers, ISRO is fostering a
robust ecosystem for space sciences. The data generated will be instrumental in predicting space weather
events that can impact satellite-based technologies on Earth. This mission not only cements India's position
in the "Big League" of solar exploration but also ensures that the scientific benefits of the $400$ million
dollar project are distributed across the national academic landscape.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper III (Science & Technology): Direct relevance to "Achievements of Indians in Science &
Technology," "Indigenization of Technology," and "Awareness in the fields of Space."

e GS Paper I (Geography): Important for physical geography topics such as the Sun's structure, Solar
flares, and their impact on Earth’s lonosphere.

7. ECI’s Power of Transfer and the Scope of Article 324: A Constitutional Debate

The recent transfer of senior-most state officials, including Chief Secretaries and Directors General of Police
(DGP), by the Election Commission of India (ECI) in poll-bound states like West Bengal has sparked a
significant legal debate. While the ECI invokes its plenary powers under Article 324 to ensure "free and fair
elections," constitutional experts and state governments have questioned the statutory basis of such
unilateral actions. The controversy centers on the balance between the ECI’s mandate and the state
government’s exclusive administrative control over its civil services.
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Core Summary of the Legal Dispute

o Unilateral Executive Action: The ECI transferred top-tier state officials overnight without the prior
consent or knowledge of the State Governments, leading to allegations of administrative paralysis.

e The Article 324 Justification: The ECI relies on Article 324, which vests it with the
"superintendence, direction, and control" of elections, viewing it as an expansive reservoir of power

to remove perceived bias.
General Overview
o Statutory Gap: Critics argue that neither the Sale el Mmenbly | Geass SC 81
Representation of the People Act (1950/1951) nor the All
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e Judicial Rider on Plenary Power: While the Supreme
Court recognizes the ECI’s vast powers, it has historically
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the law is "silent" and cannot contravene existing statutes.

o Impact on Bureaucracy: Such transfers are criticized for potentially demoralizing the civil services
by branding senior officers as biased without a clear, transparent, or quasi-judicial procedure.

Key Definitions

e Plenary Power: Absolute or complete power; in this context, it refers to the ECI's authority to take
any necessary step to ensure fair polls where specific laws do not exist.

e Imperium in Imperio: A Latin phrase meaning "a state within a state." The Supreme Court used this
to emphasize that the ECI is not an independent power above the law or the Constitution.

o Sada Bainama: While unrelated to this specific text, in land revenue, it refers to unregistered
transactions; here, the "unregistered" nature of ECI's transfer power is the point of contention.

o Bona Fide: Acting in good faith; the Court requires the ECI to act without malice and in accordance
with natural justice.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions

e Article 324: The cornerstone of ECI's authority. Clause (6) specifically mandates that the President
or Governor shall provide the necessary staff to the ECI upon request for the conduct of elections.

e Article 312: Relates to All India Services (IAS/IPS). Officers are under the immediate administrative
control of the State Governments, including their postings and transfers.

o Seventh Schedule (List II, Entry 41): "State Public Services" falls under the exclusive legislative
and executive domain of the State Government.

o Representation of the People Act, 1951: Provides the statutory framework for elections but does
not explicitly mention the power to transfer "Chief Secretaries" or "DGPs."

Important Judicial Precedents

e Mohinder Singh Gill v. CEC (1978): A landmark case where the SC held that Article 324 is a
"reservoir of power." However, it established two limits: the ECI must act in conformity with
existing laws and must follow the principles of natural justice and fair play.
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e N.P. Ponnuswami v. Returning Officer (1952): Emphasized that "election" is a continuous process
and the ECI has the primary responsibility to manage it from notification to declaration of results.

Key Points for Analysis

e The "Field Occupied" Doctrine: If Parliament has enacted a law (like the All India Services Act),
the ECI cannot use Article 324 to bypass that law. The debate is whether service rules constitute "law
relating to elections."

e Rule of Law vs. Administrative Discretion: The CJI in the Gill case noted that "unchecked power
is alien to our system." The lack of a defined procedure for determining "bias" before a transfer
remains a legal gray area.

o Federal Friction: These actions often lead to a "Centre-State" conflict, as the ECI is seen by some
states as infringing upon the federal structure by removing the heads of state administration.

Conclusion

The ECI’s power to transfer officials is a vital tool to prevent partisan influence during elections, yet its
exercise must be tempered by constitutional restraint. While "free and fair elections" are part of the Basic
Structure of the Constitution, so is the "Rule of Law" and "Federalism." A middle ground involving
consultation with State Governments or a transparent criteria-based removal process could prevent the
administrative "paralysis" and "demoralization" currently being debated.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II (Polity): Directly linked to the "Election Commission of India," "Constitutional
Bodies," and "Federal Structure."

e Governance: Deals with the "Role of Civil Services in a Democracy" and the administrative
challenges during election transitions.

8. Diplomatic Initiatives and the Path to Peace in West Asia

The recent multilateral meeting in Islamabad involving the Foreign Ministers of Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye,
Egypt, and Pakistan marks a significant, albeit preliminary, attempt to mediate the ongoing conflict in West
Asia. This diplomatic push, complemented by Pakistan’s engagements with Iran and China, underscores a
regional desire for stability. However, the path to a lasting ceasefire remains obstructed by diverging
strategic objectives of major powers, a lack of mutual trust, and the complex challenge of enforcing
international mandates in a highly polarized environment.

Core Summary of the Geopolitical Dynamics

e Multilateral Mediation Efforts: Pakistan has emerged as a focal point for regional diplomacy,
coordinating with Middle Eastern powers and China to explore de-escalation strategies and
humanitarian aid delivery.

o Diverging Strategic Objectives: A primary obstacle to peace is the lack of a clear "win" state; while
the U.S. shifts goals between regime change and maritime control of the Strait of Hormuz, Israel
focuses on neutralizing Iran’s long-term strike capabilities.

e The Enforcement Dilemma: A credible ceasefire requires a neutral force capable of providing
security guarantees, likely necessitating a United Nations mandate to bypass the legal and political
"illegality" of the current hostilities.
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o Bypassing the UNSC: Historical precedents, such as the 1956 "Uniting for Peace" resolution during
the Suez Crisis, suggest that the UN General Assembly can authorize peacekeeping when the
Security Council is paralyzed, though this requires strong backing from a major power.

e Troop Contributors and Funding: Potential peacekeepers could be drawn from regional powers
like Egypt, Tiirkiye, and Pakistan, with the initiative likely being funded by Gulf nations and
supported by the "Global South."

e Role of Strategic Trust: Deep-seated suspicions remain a barrier; Iran’s distrust of mediators—
some of whom have past or ongoing conflicts with Tehran—complicates the acceptance of any third-
party peace plan.

Key Definitions

e Strait of Hormuz: A critical maritime chokepoint between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman,
essential for global energy supplies and a focal point of US-Iran tensions.

o Uniting for Peace Resolution (Resolution 377A): A UN mechanism that allows the General
Assembly to recommend collective measures, including the use of armed force, if the Security
Council fails to exercise its primary responsibility for international peace.

o Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement: A bilateral treaty (like the 2025 Saudi-Pakistan pact) where
signatories commit to military assistance in the event of an attack on either party.

Constitutional & Legal Frameworks

e United Nations Charter (Chapter VII): Governs the UNSC's power to maintain peace; however, as
seen in West Asia, the veto power often leads to a "field unoccupied by law," necessitating alternative
legal routes like Resolution 377.

o Article 51 of the UN Charter: Recognizes the inherent right of individual or collective self-defense
if an armed attack occurs, a provision frequently invoked by various actors in the current conflict to
justify military operations.

o India’s Constitutional Mandate (Article 51): A Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) that
obligates the Indian State to "promote international peace and security" and "maintain just and
honorable relations between nations."

Additional Important Keypoints

o China's Five-Point Plan: Beijing’s diplomatic entry focuses on humanitarian corridors and
"persuasion" without direct security commitments, reflecting its cautious approach to global military
entanglements.

e Economic Pressure: The crisis has hit Southeast Asia and India's neighbors hard through an energy
crisis, creating a shared interest in the "Global South" to push for an end to the war.

o The "No Kings" Protest: Highlighting internal domestic pressures in the U.S., showing that while
not directly anti-war, large-scale domestic unrest can influence a nation's long-term military
endurance.

Conclusion

The West Asia crisis has moved beyond a bilateral conflict into a regional and global stability threat. While
the Islamabad talks represent a "tiny step," a breakthrough depends on the U.S. and Iran reaching a point of
"exhaustion" or finding a face-saving exit. For mediation to succeed, it must move beyond rhetoric to a UN-
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backed peacekeeping framework. The historical "Suez model" provides a potential roadmap for the General
Assembly to act where the Security Council has failed, provided there is a unified global push for peace.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II (International Relations): Crucial for "Bilateral, regional and global groupings,"
"Effect of policies of developed countries on India’s interests," and the "Role of the UN."

e GS Paper II (Polity): Links to Article 51 of the DPSP and India’s foreign policy traditionalism.

9. Centrally Sponsored Schemes: Revamped Fund Flow and 'Mother Sanctions'

The Union Finance Ministry, through the Department of Expenditure (DoE), has introduced a landmark
reform in the fiscal transfer mechanism for Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS). By shifting from rigid,
individual approvals to a flexible "Mother Sanction" system, the Centre aims to eliminate administrative
bottlenecks and ensure the "just-in-time" release of funds. This move, effective from 1 April 2026, leverages
the enhanced SNA SPARSH module of the Public Financial Management System (PFMS) to manage an
annual outlay of approximately 5 trillion, spanning 28 major schemes including Jal Jeevan Mission and PM
Awas Yojana.

Core Summary of the New Fund Flow Mechanism

o Introduction of Mother Sanctions: Ministries can now issue consolidated approvals, known as
"Mother Sanctions," for multiple state-linked schemes (SLS) or heads in a single go, replacing the
previous requirement for separate, rigid approvals for every component.

e Just-in-Time Disbursal: The primary objective is to move away from the practice of "parking
funds" in advance. Instead, funds will be released closer to the point of actual requirement through
the SNA SPARSH (Samyochit Pranali Ekikrit Shighra Hastantaran) module.

o Enhanced Flexibility for States: The revised Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) allows ministries
to combine various state-specific components under one umbrella sanction, defining a clear drawing
limit for states to access central resources more efficiently.

o Digital Integration via PFMS: The Controller General of Accounts (CGA) will oversee this
transition through the PFMS platform, which tracks real-time utilization and ensures that the
transition to a consolidated system does not lead to a loss of transparency.

o Budgetary Alignment: The new framework mandates a tighter alignment between the Union
Budget allocations and the actual fund release, ensuring that the X5 trillion annual grant is utilized
with higher fiscal discipline.

Key Definitions 0§
o Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS): Schemes w :
implemented by State Governments but largely & \ /

funded by the Central Government with a defined 4

funding pattern (typically 60:40 or 90:10).

<o ). 2
> o

e Mother Sanction: A high-level administrative and e i
financial approval issued by a Central Ministry that [ {.;o;__:'.
sets the maximum limit of funds a State can draw
for a specific scheme or a group of schemes.

o SNA SPARSH: An advanced module under the PFMS designed for the "Integrated Quick Transfer"

of funds, facilitating a "just-in-time" model to reduce idle parked capital in state accounts.
- -]
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Constitutional & Legal Provisions

e Article 282: Empowerment of the Union or a State to make grants for any public purpose, even if
the purpose is not one with respect to which Parliament or the State Legislature may make laws. This
is the constitutional base for CSS.

e Article 150: Empowers the President (on the advice of the CAG) to prescribe the form in which the
accounts of the Union and States shall be kept. The CGA (under the Finance Ministry) manages the
PFMS under this broader framework.

e Public Financial Management System (PFMS): A statutory and administrative tool used to ensure
that the "Consolidated Fund of India" is utilized transparently as per the mandates of the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act.

Additional Important Keypoints

o Fiscal Federalism: While the Centre streamlines the process, experts note that the federal structure
remains intact as states receive consolidated funds faster, though they must ensure that funds are not
diverted between schemes.

o Current Scope: There are currently 28 umbrella CSS being implemented. The 90:10 funding ratio
remains applicable for North-Eastern and Himalayan States (like Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh).

o Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) Synergy: The integration of Mother Sanctions with PFMS ensures
that the final "last-mile" delivery, often via DBT, is not delayed due to lack of liquidity at the State
Nodal Agency (SNA) level.

Conclusion

The shift to "Mother Sanctions" and "Just-in-Time" funding represents a move toward "Minimal
Government, Maximum Governance" in fiscal relations. By reducing the number of administrative layers
required for fund release, the Centre is addressing a long-standing grievance of the States regarding delayed
central shares. However, the success of this reform depends on the technical robustness of the SNA SPARSH
module and the ability of State Nodal Agencies to maintain accurate real-time data on the PFMS.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II (Polity & Governance): Crucial for "Issues and Challenges Pertaining to the Federal
Structure" and "Devolution of Powers and Finances up to Local Levels."

e GS Paper III (Economy): Directly relates to "Government Budgeting," "Public Financial
Management," and "Inclusive Growth and issues arising from it."

10. India’s Defence Exports: Achieving Record Growth and Self-Reliance

The Indian defence sector has reached a historic milestone, with exports surging to an all-time high of
338,424 crore in the financial year 2025-26. This represents a remarkable 62.66% growth over the previous
fiscal year, reflecting India’s transition from a leading arms importer to an emerging global manufacturing
hub. Driven by both Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) and the private sector, this surge
underscores the success of the "Aatmanirbhar Bharat" initiative and the increasing global trust in indigenous
Indian defence technologies.
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Core Summary of the Achievement

Historic Export Figure: India’s defence exports reached 338,424 crore in FY 2025-26, an increase
0f %14,802 crore from the 323,622 crore recorded in the

previous year. e e, |
Strengthening Global Ties

Diversified Contribution: DPSUs accounted for 54.84% sy ksl hetnsesclion
(R21,071 crore) of the exports, while the private sector e 2
contributed 45.16% (17,353 crore), showcasing a

§ A Docode of Trarsformetive Geowth

— Growth in Defence Exports —

collaborative ecosystem. -
Exponential 5-Year Growth: The current export figures 21083
indicate a nearly threefold increase in defence exports over the -

last five years, highlighting a sustained upward trajectory.

Global Footprint: India now exports defence equipment to m/ T 202324
more than 80 countries, indicating high global acceptance for
Indian-made systems, sub-systems, and advanced manufacturing capabilities.

Policy Streamlining: The Ministry of Defence has facilitated this growth by revamping online
portals, simplifying Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), and streamlining regulatory processes
for faster authorizations.

Rise in Exporters: The number of defence exporters increased to 145 in the current fiscal from 128
in the previous year, marking a 13.3% rise and deepening the industrial base.

Key Definitions

DPSUs (Defence Public Sector Undertakings): Government-owned entities involved in the
production of defence equipment (e.g., HAL, BEL, Mazagon Dock).

AoN (Acceptance of Necessity): The first step in the defence procurement process where the
government formally acknowledges the requirement for a specific equipment or technology.

Capital Outlay: Funds allocated specifically for the purchase of new hardware, weapons, and
infrastructure, as opposed to revenue expenditure (salaries/maintenance).

Constitutional & Legal Framework

Article 51A (h): Encourages the development of scientific temper and the spirit of inquiry, which
serves as the fundamental basis for indigenous R&D and self-reliance in high-technology sectors.

Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020: The primary legal framework governing the
procurement of defence equipment, which prioritizes "Buy (Indian-IDDM)" to promote indigenous
design and manufacturing.

Seventh Schedule (Union List): Defence (Entry 1) and Arms/Ammunition (Entry 5) fall under the
exclusive domain of the Central Government, providing the legal basis for Union-led export policies.

FDI in Defence: The government allows up to 74% FDI under the automatic route and 100% via the
government route in the defence sector to attract global technology and investment.

Important Keypoints & Statistics

DPSU Performance: DPSU exports saw a massive surge of 151% compared to the previous year,
whereas private firm exports grew by 14%.
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e Procurement Momentum: In FY 2025-26, AoN was accorded for 109 proposals worth 36.81 lakh
crore, nearly doubling from the previous year’s approved proposals.

e Budgetary Utilization: The Defence Ministry fully utilized its capital outlay of ¥1.86 lakh crore for
FY 2025-26, ensuring that sanctioned funds were translated into actual procurement and
manufacturing.

o Self-Reliance (Aatmanirbharta): The milestone showcases India as a successful global partner for
complex systems, reducing strategic dependency on foreign nations.

Conclusion

The unprecedented growth in defence exports signifies a paradigm shift in India’s strategic and economic
positioning. By fostering a robust partnership between the public and private sectors and simplifying
bureaucratic hurdles, India has moved closer to its goal of being among the top global defence exporters.
This "Made in India" momentum not only strengthens the national economy through foreign exchange
earnings but also enhances India’s strategic influence as a reliable security partner in the Global South.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper III (Internal Security & Economy): Highly relevant for topics like "Indigenization of
Technology," "Defence Procurement," and "Aatmanirbhar Bharat."

e GS Paper II (International Relations): Important for "Defence Diplomacy" and India’s role as a
net security provider in the Indo-Pacific and beyond.

11. Childhood Cancer in India: A Growing Public Health Challenge

A recent study published in The Lancet based on the Global Burden of Disease (GBD) 2023 data highlights
a concerning trend: cancer has become the 10th leading cause of death among children in India. While
global childhood cancer deaths have declined by 27% since 1990, the burden remains disproportionately
high in Low- and Middle-Income Countries (LMICs), including India. The study emphasizes that
approximately 17,000 children died of cancer in India in 2023 alone, underscoring the urgent need for
integrating pediatric oncology into national health planning.

Core Summary of the GBD 2023 Findings

o Ranking and Mortality: Cancer is now the 10th leading cause of death for children in India and the
8th globally, surpassing infectious diseases like measles and tuberculosis in some regions.

e Global Inequity: LMICs account for 85% of new childhood cancer cases and a staggering 94% of
global childhood cancer deaths, primarily due to delayed diagnosis and lack of specialized care.

o India-Specific Data: In 2023, India recorded roughly 17,000 childhood cancer deaths. While
mortality has seen a 16.9% decline since 1990, the rate of improvement lags behind high-income
nations.

e Prevalent Cancer Types: Leukemias remain the most common childhood cancer, followed by
cancers of the brain/central nervous system and non-Hodgkin lymphoma.

e Policy Omission: Experts note that despite the high burden, childhood cancer is currently not a
discrete component of India’s national cancer control planning, which primarily focuses on adult
cancers (oral, breast, and cervical).

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
9972258970 / 9740702455 18



Impact of Resources: Survival rates
in high-income countries exceed 80%,
but drop to less than 30% in many
resource-limited settings, highlighting
that most of these deaths are
preventable with timely intervention.

Key Definitions

Childhood Cancer: Cancers
occurring in children aged 0—14 years.
Unlike adult cancers, these are often
not related to lifestyle factors and
involve tissues rather than organs.

DALY (Disability-Adjusted Life
Year): A measure of overall disease
burden, expressed as the number of
years lost due to ill-health, disability,
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or early death ($1 DALY = 1 lost year of healthy life$).

Paediatric Oncology: A specialized branch of medicine focused on the diagnosis and treatment of

cancer in children and adolescents.

Constitutional & Statutory Framework

Article 21: The Right to Life includes the Right to Health. The state has a constitutional obligation
to provide accessible and affordable healthcare, especially for vulnerable groups like children.

Article 47 (DPSP): Mandates the State to regard the improvement of public health as among its

primary duties.

National Health Policy (NHP) 2017: Aims to reach the highest possible level of health and well-

being for all through a preventive and promotive health care orientation.

NPCDCS (National Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes,
Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke): The flagship program launched in 2010 to manage non-
communicable diseases, though currently lacking a specific pediatric focus.

Government Initiatives for Cancer Care

Ayushman Bharat (PM-JAY): Provides an annual health cover of X5 lakh per family, covering over

200 cancer treatment packages including chemotherapy and radiation.

Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN): Offers financial assistance of up to X15 lakh for poor patients
suffering from life-threatening diseases, including cancer, for treatment at super-specialty

government hospitals.

Tertiary Care Cancer Centres (TCCC): Under the PMSSY, the government supports the setting up
of State Cancer Institutes (SCI) and TCCCs to enhance regional treatment infrastructure.

National Cancer Grid (NCG): A network of major cancer centers across India created to
standardize protocols and improve the quality of care nationwide.
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Additional Important Keypoints

o Diagnosis Challenges: In rural India, lack of awareness and a shortage of pediatric oncologists often
lead to diagnosis at advanced stages, significantly reducing the chances of a cure.

e Economic Burden: Cancer treatment often causes "catastrophic health expenditure," pushing
families into a cycle of generational poverty due to high out-of-pocket costs.

o Standardized Registries: There is a critical need for robust, population-based pediatric cancer
registries to guide policy and resource allocation accurately.

Conclusion

The transition of childhood cancer into a top-ten cause of death in India signals a shift in the pediatric
disease landscape from infectious to non-communicable diseases. Improving survival rates requires a multi-
pronged approach: moving beyond adult-centric screening to include pediatric diagnostic protocols,
investing in rural healthcare infrastructure, and providing comprehensive financial protection. As most
childhood cancers are curable with generic medicines and timely surgery, the focus must shift from mere
"treatment" to "early detection and equity."

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II (Governance/Social Justice): Relevant for topics like "Issues relating to development
and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health" and "Welfare schemes for vulnerable
sections."

e GS Paper III (Science & Technology): Direct link to "Issues related to Biotechnology and Health"
and the impact of non-communicable diseases on India's demographic dividend.

12. Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2026: Enhancing Ease of Living and
Doing Business

The Parliament has passed the landmark Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2026, aimed at
decriminalizing and rationalizing a vast array of minor offenses across 79 Central Acts. By amending 784
provisions, the legislation seeks to reduce the compliance burden on individuals and businesses while
simultaneously decongesting the judicial system. The bill represents a significant shift in India’s regulatory
philosophy—moving away from a punitive approach toward a trust-based governance model that
distinguishes between serious criminal intent and mere procedural lapses.

Core Summary of the Bill

o Massive Legislative Overhaul: The Bill amends 784 provisions across 79 central laws, including
critical acts such as the Environment (Protection) Act, the Indian Forest Act, the Patents Act, and the
Information Technology Act.

e Decriminalization Strategy: It replaces imprisonment with monetary penalties for a large number
of minor offenses, ensuring that procedural defaults do not lead to criminal records or incarceration.

o Rationalization of Penalties: The Bill introduces a tiered system of penalties where the amount is
periodically increased (by 10% every three years) to maintain its deterrent effect without requiring
frequent legislative amendments.

o Ease of Doing Business (EoDB): By removing the fear of imprisonment for technical non-
compliance, the law aims to boost investor confidence and foster a more conducive environment for
startups and small-scale industries.
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e Judicial Decongestion: Shifting minor offenses from criminal courts to administrative adjudication
mechanisms is expected to significantly reduce the pendency of cases in the lower judiciary.

o Administrative Adjudication: For several offenses, the Bill empowers designated officers to
adjudicate penalties, providing a faster resolution mechanism compared to traditional court trials.

Key Definitions

e Decriminalization: The process of changing the legal status of an act from a criminal offense to a
civil or administrative lapse, thereby removing the possibility of jail time.

e Compounding of Offenses: A legal mechanism where the offender pays a specific sum of money to
the state in lieu of prosecution, effectively "settling" the case without a full trial.

e Adjudicating Officer: A government-appointed official authorized to hear cases of regulatory non-
compliance and impose prescribed monetary penalties.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions

e Article 19(1)(g): The Bill supports the fundamental right to practice any profession or carry on any
occupation, trade, or business by removing unreasonable legal hurdles.

e Article 21: By ensuring that people are not imprisoned for minor, non-intent based technicalities, the
Bill aligns with the "Procedure Established by Law" and protects personal liberty.

e Separation of Powers (Article 50): While the Bill moves some adjudication to the executive, it
maintains a balance by ensuring that serious crimes remain under the exclusive jurisdiction of the
judiciary.

e  Minimum Government, Maximum Governance: This policy pillar of the Indian state is the
driving force behind the Bill, aiming to simplify the interaction between the citizen and the state.

Additional Important Keypoints

e Trust-Based Governance: The Bill assumes that the majority of citizens and businesses are law-
abiding and that errors in documentation or reporting should be met with fines rather than handcuffs.

o Environmental Laws: Notable changes include the substitution of imprisonment with high penalties
in the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act and the Environment (Protection) Act to ensure
environmental compliance while avoiding criminalizing industry leaders.

e Periodic Revision: A unique feature of the Bill is the automatic 10% increase in the minimum
amount of fine and penalty every three years, ensuring the law stays relevant with inflation.

Conclusion

The Jan Vishwas Bill, 2026, is a transformative step toward refining India’s legal landscape. By cleaning up
"colonial-era" over-regulation and focusing on administrative efficiency, it bridges the gap between
regulatory oversight and economic growth. However, the success of this legislation will depend on the
impartiality of the adjudicating officers and the robustness of the digital platforms used for penalty
processing. It marks the end of "Inspector Raj" and the beginning of a modern, compliant, and business-
friendly India.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II (Polity & Governance): Crucial for "Government policies and interventions for
development," "Ease of Doing Business," and "Judicial reforms."
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e GS Paper III (Economy): Relevant for "Industrial Policy," "Incentivizing Private Investment," and
"Regulatory reforms."
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