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POLITY & CONSTITUTION

1. Rajasthan Assembly Passes Bill to Regulate Property Sales in ‘Disturbed Areas’

The Rajasthan Assembly has passed the Rajasthan Prohibition of Transfer of Immovable Property and
Provisions for Protection of Tenants from Eviction from Premises in Disturbed Areas Bill, 2026. This
legislation, passed amid significant opposition, empowers the State to designate specific localities as
"disturbed" to regulate property transactions. The primary stated objectives include preventing distress sales,
managing "demographic imbalance," and protecting tenants in riot-prone zones. Rajasthan is now the second
state in India, after Gujarat, to implement such a dedicated legal framework.
Key Strategic Summary
o State Empowerment: The Bill allows the government to notify an
area as "disturbed" for a period of up to three years based on history
of riots, mob violence, or the potential for "improper clustering."
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e Regulation of Transfers: Any transfer of immovable property
within a notified disturbed area requires prior sanction from a
competent authority; transactions conducted without such approval
will be deemed null and void.

o Tenant Protection: In a unique provision, if a building is destroyed
during communal riots, the landlord is legally mandated to
reconstruct it and provide accommodation to the existing tenant in
the new structure.

o Strict Penalties: Violations of the Act, including unauthorized property facilitation, carry
imprisonment terms of 3 to 5 years and fines of at least X1 lakh or 10% of the property’s fair value.

e Prevention of Ghettoisation vs. Social Balance: While the government argues the Bill prevents
distress-driven migration and maintains "social balance," critics and opposition MLAs allege it
promotes religious polarization and urban ghettoisation.

e Administrative Oversight: The decision to notify an area will reportedly rely on administrative
inputs and factual reports rather than arbitrary discretion, aimed at preventing "coercive" community
concentration.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 19(1)(f) and Article 300A: While the right to property is no longer a Fundamental Right,

Article 300A mandates that no person shall be deprived of their property save by authority of law.
The Bill provides this "authority" but faces scrutiny regarding "reasonable restrictions."

o Article 14: The principle of Equality before Law. Critics argue that designating areas based on
community concentration might violate the anti-discrimination spirit of the Constitution.

o Article 21: Right to Life and Liberty, which the government invokes to justify the protection of
tenants and the prevention of violence-induced displacement.

o Entry 18, State List (Schedule VII): "Land" and "Rights in or over land" are State subjects, giving
the Rajasthan Assembly the legislative competence to enact this Bill.

Key Definitions
o Disturbed Area: A locality notified by the State government where property transfers are restricted
due to communal sensitivity or the risk of coercive demographic shifts.
|
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Improper Clustering: Defined as the concentration of a single community in a manner driven by
distress or coercion rather than voluntary residential choice.

Distress Sale: The selling of assets (property) under pressure, usually at a price below market value,
often due to fear, security threats, or social exclusion.

Ghettoisation: The process of isolation or concentration of a particular group (often ethnic or
religious minorities) in specific urban neighborhoods, often resulting from social, legal, or economic
pressures.

Additional Key Points

Gujarat Precedent: The Bill is modeled after the "Gujarat Disturbed Areas Act," which has faced
multiple legal challenges in the High Court and Supreme Court regarding its implementation and
impact on urban integration.

Civil Society Concerns: Groups like the PUCL argue that the Bill is "manifestly unconstitutional"
and may hinder the natural cosmopolitan growth of cities by creating invisible walls between
communities.

Voice Vote Passage: The Bill was passed via voice vote despite requests from the Opposition to
refer it to a Select Committee for deeper legislative scrutiny.

Conclusion The Rajasthan Disturbed Areas Bill, 2026, represents a significant shift in the state's approach
to urban communal management. By linking property rights to communal harmony and demographic
stability, the state seeks to prevent the fragmentation of mixed neighborhoods. However, the fine line
between preventing "distress sales" and infringing upon the "right to alienate property" will likely be tested
in the judiciary, especially concerning the criteria used for notifying areas.

2. Implementation Challenges of the VB-G RAM G Act, 2025

The Union Ministry of Rural Development is currently finalizing the operational parameters for the Viksit
Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025, which recently replaced the
MGNREGA.

Normative Allocation Framework: A central challenge involves defining "normative allocation"
under Section 4(5), where the Centre determines state budgets based on objective parameters like
rural migration rates and past performance.

Categorization of Panchayats: The Act mandates the classification of Gram Panchayats into A, B,
and C categories based on development indicators such as "proximity to urban areas" to tailor
interventions to local needs.

Enhanced Employment Guarantee: The legislation raises the statutory floor for unskilled manual
work to 125 days per household, up from 100 days under the previous regime, aiming for higher
income security.

Mandatory "Agricultural Pause': To prevent labor shortages during peak seasons, the Act
empowers states to notify a 60-day period annually during which no public works are executed,
stabilizing the farm economy.

Digital and Fiscal Transition: States must onboard platforms like DBT Sparsh for payments and
Yuktdhara for geospatial planning, while adapting to a new 60:40 fund-sharing ratio for wages.

L
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Four Vertical Focus: Work is strictly aligned with four thematic domains: water security, core rural
infrastructure, livelihood-related assets, and climate change mitigation (extreme weather works).

Key Definitions
Normative Allocation: A top-down budgetary mechanism where funds are allocated based on pre-
defined objective criteria rather than being an open-ended, demand-driven response to local labor

budgets.

Viksit Gram Panchayat Plan: A master schedule of
works prepared at the village level and integrated into the
"National Rural Infrastructure Stack" to ensure alignment
with national development goals.

DBT Sparsh: A specialized digital banking platform
mandated for the direct and transparent transfer of wages
to rural workers, aimed at minimizing leakages and
delays.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions

Article 41 (DPSP): The State shall, within the limits of
its economic capacity, make effective provision for
securing the right to work, which provides the
constitutional basis for employment guarantee laws.

Article 243G: Empowers Panchayats to prepare plans for
economic development and social justice; the VB-G
RAM G Act utilizes this by making the Gram Panchayat
the primary planning unit.

Rough edges

The Centre has to frame
rules under 11 categories
before implementation of
the VB-G RAM G Act

m According to Section

4{5) of the Act, the Centre
will determine State-wise
normative allocation based
on ‘objective parameters’

B Parameters also needed to

categorise Gram Panchayats
based on development

e Section 4(5) & 4(6) of VB-G RAM G Act: These
specific legal clauses grant the Union Government the power to prescribe funding parameters and
mandate that states bear costs exceeding the central normative allocation.

Additional Keypoints
o Fiscal Burden on States: Unlike MGNREGA, where the Centre paid 100% of unskilled wages, the
60:40 split (90:10 for NE/Himalayan states) increases the financial accountability and pressure on
state treasuries.

o Infrastructure Stack: The integration of rural works with the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan
marks a shift from creating temporary "relief" assets to high-quality "productive" national
infrastructure.

e Accountability Measures: The Act introduces a 10,000 penalty for administrative lapses and
mandates Al-based fraud detection alongside traditional social audits.

Conclusion

The transition from MGNREGA to the VB-G RAM G Act reflects a broader policy shift from a purely
rights-based "safety net" to a development-linked "mission." While the 125-day guarantee offers better
income potential, the success of the mission hinges on resolving federal friction regarding "normative
allocation" and ensuring that the "agricultural pause" does not inadvertently harm workers during sudden
economic shocks.

L
9972258970 / 9740702455 3



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

3. Revised Guidelines for Look Out Circulars (LOCs)

e Restriction on Statutory Bodies: The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has barred bodies without
criminal jurisdiction—including the NHRC, NCW, NCPCR, and NCLT—from directly requesting
the Bureau of Immigration (Bol) to issue LOCs.

o Mandatory Routing: All requests from these statutory commissions must now be routed through
authorized law enforcement agencies (LEAs), such as the police, who will evaluate the necessity
based on criminal legal standards.

o Standardized LOC Categories: The MHA has introduced three spemﬁc action categories in the
LOC proforma: "detain and inform originator," - ;
"prevent departure and inform originator," and "see
remarks for action" (reserved largely for counter-
terrorism).

e Verification of Court Orders: To prevent the use
of forged documents at border checkpoints, the Bol
will no longer accept quashing or suspension orders
directly from individuals; such orders must be
verified and communicated via the original seeking
agency.

o Strict Custody Timelines: A new protocol requires the originating agency to take custody of a
detained individual within 24 hours of detection at an Integrated Check Post (ICP), failing which the
person is handed over to local police.

e Counter-Terrorism Exemption: Intelligence agencies like IB, R&AW, and NIA are granted
specific discretion under the "see remarks" category to handle sensitive national security and
counter-terrorism cases.

Key Definitions
e Look Out Circular (LOC): A notice used by law enforcement agencies to check whether a person
traveling internationally is wanted by the police, an investigating agency, or a court.

e Originator: The specific agency (e.g., CBI, State Police, SFIO) that initially requests the Bureau of
Immigration to open an LOC against an individual.

o Integrated Check Post (ICP): A sanitary, specialized facility at border crossings that houses
customs, immigration, and border security to facilitate the movement of people and goods.

Constitutional & Legal Framework
e Article 21: The Right to Life and Personal Liberty. The Supreme Court has repeatedly held that the
right to travel abroad is a fundamental right under Article 21, and any restriction via an LOC must be
"fair, just, and reasonable."

o Article 14: Right to Equality. The routing of LOCs through specific agencies ensures that arbitrary
requests by various tribunals do not infringe upon the equal protection of laws.

o Passport Act, 1967: Section 10(3) allows the impounding or revocation of passports, providing the
underlying legal basis for preventing a person from leaving the country.
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e Section 41 of CrPC: Empowers police officers to arrest without a warrant, which often intersects
with the "detain" instruction in an LOC.

Additional Important Keypoints
e Bureau of Immigration (Bol): Functioning under the MHA, it acts as the central nodal agency for
executing LOCs at all 37 International Airports and various land/sea ports.

e Due Process: The seven-day response window for originators to update LOC status following court
orders is designed to reduce prolonged harassment of citizens whose legal cases have been resolved.

e Judicial Oversight: High Courts in India (notably Delhi and Bombay) have recently criticized the
"mechanical" issuance of LOCs, prompting the MHA to streamline these administrative safeguards.

Conclusion

The MHA's decision to centralize LOC requests through agencies with criminal jurisdiction
represents a shift toward protecting civil liberties while maintaining national security. By stripping
non-investigative statutory bodies of direct issuance powers, the government is ensuring that '""Right
to Travel" is not curtailed by administrative overreach, but rather by standardized legal procedures
that can stand judicial scrutiny.

4. Constitutional Crisis and the Removal of the Speaker: Procedural and Political
Nuances

The Lok Sabha has initiated a debate on a resolution seeking the removal of the Speaker, a rare
parliamentary event that tests the constitutional safeguards of the Chair's neutrality. While the Opposition
frames the motion as a necessity to "protect the Constitution" and ensure non-partisan conduct, the Treasury
benches view it as an institutional attack. The proceedings underscore the delicate balance of power within
the lower house and the rigid legal protocols governing the removal of one of India's highest constitutional
functionaries.

e Constitutional Mandate for Removal: Under Article 94(c) of the Constitution, a Speaker may be
removed from office by a resolution of the Lok Sabha passed by a "majority of all the then members
of the House" (Effective Majority). This process requires a mandatory 14-day notice period before
the resolution can be moved, ensuring the Chair has sufficient time to prepare a defense.

o Admissibility and Leave of the House: A resolution for removal is not automatically debated.
Under the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, specifically Rule 200, the
member who has given notice must move for "leave of the House." The motion is admitted only if at
least 50 members rise in their seats in support of the leave.

o Rights of the Speaker during Proceedings: When a
resolution for removal is under consideration, the
Speaker cannot preside over the sitting of the House, as
per Article 96(1). However, Article 96(2) grants the
Speaker the right to speak and participate in the
proceedings. Crucially, the Speaker can vote in the first
instance on such a resolution but cannot exercise a
casting vote in the case of an equality of votes.

e Presiding Authority during the Debate: Since the
Speaker and Deputy Speaker are barred from presiding
during their own removal proceedings, a member from the Panel of Chairpersons typically takes
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the Chair. This has sparked procedural debates regarding the perceived neutrality of a chairperson
who was originally nominated to the panel by the very Speaker under scrutiny.

e Grounds for Removal: Unlike the President or Judges of the Supreme Court, the Constitution does
not specify "proved misbehaviour" or "incapacity" as grounds for the Speaker's removal. This leaves
the grounds open to political and administrative interpretation, often centering on the "loss of
confidence" or "failure to maintain neutrality" as seen in the current resolution.

e The "Effective Majority" Requirement: To succeed, the resolution must be passed by a majority
of the current strength of the House (Total strength minus vacancies). This is a higher threshold than
a "Simple Majority," reflecting the intent of the framers to protect the Speaker from arbitrary
removal by a thin or fluctuating majority.

Key Definitions
o Effective Majority: A majority of the "then members" of the House, calculated as: $(Total Strength

- Vacancies)/2 + 18.

o Casting Vote: The deciding vote cast by the presiding officer only in the event of a tie. Under
Article 96, the Speaker loses this privilege during their own removal debate.

o Point of Order: A query raised by a member who believes that the rules of the House or a section of
the Constitution have been neglected or violated during proceedings.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 93: Provides for the election of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

o Article 94: Details the vacation, resignation, and removal from the offices of Speaker and Deputy
Speaker.

e Article 96: Explicitly states that the Speaker or Deputy Speaker shall not preside while a resolution
for their removal is under consideration.

e Rule 200-203 (Lok Sabha Rules): Prescribes the detailed parliamentary procedure for the removal
of the Speaker.

Conclusion

The resolution against the Speaker is a significant constitutional moment that highlights the tensions
between executive dominance and legislative oversight. While the office of the Speaker is intended to be
above party politics, the current debate reflects the evolving challenges to parliamentary decorum. The
outcome of the vote will not only decide the fate of the incumbent but will also set a precedent for how the
"neutrality of the Chair" is interpreted and defended in a polarized political landscape.

5. Strengthening Urban Governance: Karnataka's Sth State Finance Commission
Recommendations

The 5th State Finance Commission (SFC) of Karnataka, headed by C. Narayanaswamy, recently tabled its
report in the State Legislature. The report advocates for a structural shift in fiscal federalism by linking the
revenue of Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) directly to the State's Goods and Services Tax (GST) collections.
This move aims to address the chronic infrastructure deficit and service delivery gaps in rapidly urbanizing
regions like Bengaluru.

e Formula-Based GST Devolution: The Commission has recommended earmarking a minimum of
5% of the total GST revenue generated in cities for the respective ULBs. Given that urban centers
contribute approximately 70% of Karnataka’s total GST, this devolution is projected to increase

- ____________________________________________ - ]
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municipal revenues by an average of 52%, creating a direct stake for cities in the State's economic
growth.

e Special Focus on Greater Bengaluru Authority:
Recognizing that Bengaluru alone accounts for 60%
of the State’s GST revenue, the panel estimated that
the five city corporations under the Greater
Bengaluru Authority would see a 40% revenue
boost. This recognizes the city's disproportionate
contribution to the industry and services sectors.

S ARBAb,

e Correction of Fiscal Imbalance: The report
observes that traditional revenue streams like property rents and advertisement license fees have
underperformed. To counter this, it suggests adopting innovative land-lease and competitive rent
models utilized by other progressive states to unlock the commercial value of municipal assets.

o Decentralized Disaster Management: A significant governance recommendation involves ward-
wise devolution of funds. This is intended to empower local representatives to manage hyper-local
challenges such as natural disasters (urban flooding) and the spread of communicable diseases more
effectively at the grassroots level.

o Parallels with Centre-State Relations: The Commission draws a parallel between the State’s
demand for a higher share from the Union (based on Karnataka being the second-highest GST
contributor) and the ULBs' right to a share of the revenue they generate, reinforcing the principle of
"revenue following the source."

Key Definitions
o State Finance Commission (SFC): A constitutional body created to review the financial position of
Panchayats and Municipalities and make recommendations regarding the distribution of taxes
between the State and local bodies.

e Greater Bengaluru Authority: A proposed governance structure intended to oversee the integrated
planning and administration of the expanded Bengaluru metropolitan area.

e Devolution: The statutory transfer of powers and funds from a central or state government to local
units of government.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 243-Y: Mandates the State Finance Commission to review the financial position of
Municipalities and recommend the distribution of net proceeds of taxes between the State and the
Municipalities.

o Article 243-W: Empowering Municipalities to perform functions and implement schemes as may be
entrusted to them, including those listed in the 12th Schedule.

¢ 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992: Provided constitutional status to Urban Local Bodies
and mandated the periodic constitution of SFCs every five years.

Conclusion

The Narayanaswamy Commission’s recommendations signify a move toward "Fiscal Empowerment" of
urban centers. By linking municipal funding to GST, the report seeks to move away from ad-hoc grants
toward a predictable, growth-linked revenue model. If implemented, this could serve as a blueprint for other

L
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states struggling with urban infrastructure financing, ensuring that the engines of economic growth—our
cities—have the financial autonomy to sustain themselves.

6. Judicial Recognition of the Right to Die with Dignity: The Harish Rana Case

Landmark Enforcement of 2018 Guidelines: For the first time, the Supreme Court has practically
implemented the 2018 Constitution Bench guidelines (Common Cause v. Union of India) by
allowing the withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment for a patient in a persistent vegetative state.

Recognition of Dignity in Death: The court upheld that the "Right to Life" under Article 21
includes the right to die with dignity, particularly when a patient has no prospect of recovery and is
surviving solely on Clinically Assisted

Nutrition and Hydration (CANH). Q We want to acknowledge

Withdrawal of Life Support: The the deep emotional

: ) weight this decision carries.
Bench permitted thef gsaaiign of CANH This decision can feel like an act
for 32-year-old Harish Rana, who

, e, WIO of surrender, but we believe it
suffered 100% quadriplegic disability for is, in truth, an act of profound

13‘y‘ears, characterizing the move not as compassion and courage
"giving up" but as an act of "profound
compassion."

I.B. PARDIWALA
Supreme Court judge

Shift in Legal Terminology: The ruling
acknowledged that the term "passive euthanasia" is increasingly viewed as obsolete and confusing,
preferring the more precise medical description of "withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment."

Best Interest Principle: The decision was rooted in the "best interest" of the patient, balancing
medical stoicism with the emotional and physical suffering of the individual and their primary
caregivers.

Judicial Role in Medical Ethics: By delivering a 286-page opinion, the court has provided a
detailed legal framework for how high courts and medical boards should navigate the delicate
intersection of medical technology, ethics, and human rights.

Key Definitions and Medical Ethics

Persistent Vegetative State (PVS): A condition in which a patient is wakeful but has no cognitive
awareness or ability to interact with the environment due to severe brain damage.

CANH (Clinically Assisted Nutrition and Hydration): Medical interventions (such as tubes) that
provide food and water to patients who cannot swallow or digest normally.

Passive Euthanasia: The act of withdrawing or withholding medical treatment or life support,
allowing a terminally ill patient to die naturally.

Living Will (Advance Medical Directive): A legal document in which a person specifies what
actions should be taken for their health if they are no longer able to make decisions for themselves
due to illness or incapacity.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

Article 21 of the Constitution: Interpreted by the Supreme Court to include the right to a dignified
exit from life. While Gian Kaur v. State of Punjab (1996) initially held that the right to life does not
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include the right to die, the Common Cause (2018) judgment clarified that it does include the right to
die with dignity.

e Common Cause v. Union of India (2018): The landmark case that legalized passive euthanasia and
advance directives in India, establishing strict protocols involving medical boards and judicial
magistrates.

o Parens Patriae Jurisdiction: The legal doctrine where the court acts as the "parent of the nation,"
making decisions for those who are unable to care for or make decisions for themselves, such as
patients in PVS.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court’s ruling in the Harish Rana case marks a pivotal moment in Indian jurisprudence,
moving from theoretical guidelines to the actual exercise of the right to die with dignity. By acknowledging
the limitations of medical science and the reality of human suffering, the court has reinforced that the
sanctity of life is not merely about biological survival but about the quality and dignity of that existence.

7. Judicial Clarification on Euthanasia and Right to Dignity: Supreme Court Ruling

o Fundamental Distinction in Conduct: Justice J.B. Pardiwala clarified that the difference between
active and passive euthanasia is not just "act versus omission" but the source of harm. Active
euthanasia involves an "external agency" (e.g., lethal injection) that disrupts the natural path,
whereas passive euthanasia allows the underlying fatal condition to take its natural course.

o Causality and Medical Ethics: In passive euthanasia, the doctor does not create a new risk of death
but chooses to stop artificially prolonging life. The court noted that the underlying affliction is
independent of the doctor's actions, and withdrawing treatment in such cases does not violate the
physician's "duty of care" if medical efforts have become futile.

o Primacy of Dignity over State Interest: The S yudical larification on Euthanasia & Right o Dignity &

Supreme Court Ruling

Supreme Court held that the state's interest in
preserving life is not absolute. At a "tipping point”
where bodily invasion increases and prognosis for
recovery decreases, the state's interest must become
subservient to the individual’s right to a dignified
death.

. Ny, = 3
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o Constitutional Ideal of Dignity: The judgment [ Te 6.8 €6 g

emphasized that dignity is a sacred possession that
does not lose sanctity during the process of death. e
Compelling a patient in a Persistent Vegetative State (PVS) to endure a slow, agonizing death
through medical technology is incompatible with constitutional values.

e Rejection of Medical Stoicism: The court criticized the practice of leveraging technological
advancements solely to keep brain-dead or PVS patients alive temporarily, asserting that such
"invasive and futile" interventions can overpower the individual's inherent right to dignity.

e Protection of Incompetent Patients: The ruling specifically extends the protection of dignity to
those who are unconscious or incompetent, ensuring that their rights are not diminished by their
inability to express their current will.

L
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Key Definitions and Legal Concepts
o Active Euthanasia: A positive, overt act designed to extinguish life through an external
intervention. It is currently illegal in India.

o Passive Euthanasia: The withdrawal (stopping) or withholding (not starting) of life-sustaining
treatment, allowing the patient to die of their natural illness.

o Persistent Vegetative State (PVS): A disorder of consciousness where a patient is awake but shows
no signs of awareness of themselves or their environment.

e Duty of Care: The legal and moral obligation of medical professionals to adhere to a standard of
reasonable care while performing any acts that could foreseeably harm others.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
e Article 21 of the Constitution: Protects the "Right to Life and Personal Liberty." The Supreme

Court in Common Cause v. Union of India (2018) and this subsequent ruling has interpreted this to
include the "Right to Die with Dignity."

e Doctrine of Subservience: The legal principle established in this case where the State's interest in
"Parens Patriae" (parent of the nation) must yield to individual dignity when recovery is medically
impossible.

o Indian Penal Code (IPC) / Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS): Active euthanasia remains classified
as culpable homicide or murder, as it involves a "positive act" to end life, distinguishing it from the
legally permitted withdrawal of life support.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court has effectively humanized the legal approach to death by shifting the focus from mere
biological survival to the quality of dignity. By distinguishing the "source of harm," the judiciary has
provided doctors with a clearer ethical framework to navigate the withdrawal of futile treatments without
fear of legal reprisal. This judgment reinforces that the Right to Life under Article 21 is not a mandate for
the State to compel suffering through technology, but a guarantee of dignity until the very end.

8. Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Bill, 2026: Prohibiting Unlawful Conversions

e Objective and Scope: The Maharashtra government has introduced the "Freedom of Religion Bill,
2026" to prohibit religious conversions carried out through coercion, fraud, inducement, or marriage,
aiming to protect the fundamental right to freedom of religion.

o Stringent Penalties: The draft law proposes rigorous punishment for violations, including
imprisonment for up to 10 years and a maximum fine of X7 lakh, specifically targeting forcible or
deceptive conversions.

e Broad Definition of Allurement: The Bill defines "allurement" extensively to include gifts, easy
money, employment, free education in religious institutions, promises of a better lifestyle, "divine
healing," or the glorification of one religion over another.

o Legal Status of Marriages: Any marriage solemnized with the primary intent of unlawful
conversion shall be declared null and void by a court upon a petition filed by either party involved.

e Rights of Children: Children born from relationships involving unlawful conversion will be deemed
to belong to the mother's original religion, and custody will generally remain with the mother unless
a court directs otherwise.
-]
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e Reporting Mechanism: The Bill mandates that police must register complaints filed not only by the
converted person but also by parents, siblings, or any person related by blood, marriage, or adoption.

Key Definitions
e Unlawful Conversion: Any conversion from one religion to another accomplished by
misrepresentation, force, undue influence, coercion, allurement, or by any fraudulent means or by
marriage.

e Inducement/Allurement: Under this Bill, it includes material benefits (cash/kind), employment,
free education, or even "divine healing" and "promising a better lifestyle."

e Coercion: The practice of persuading someone to do something by using force or threats.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 25: Guarantees the freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, practice, and
propagate religion. However, the Supreme Court in the Stainislaus vs. State of Madhya Pradesh
(1977) case held that the right to "propagate" does not include the right to "convert" another person.

e Article 26: Gives every religious denomination the right to manage its own affairs in matters of

religion, subject to public order, morality, and
health.

Maha;sh_ga _CEbig_gt Approves

. Anti-Conversion Bill
« Entry 1, State List (Schedule VIT): "Public Order" _ Anti-Conversion BI% ,

is a State subject, which provides the constitutional
basis for State legislatures to enact laws regulating
religious conversions to prevent communal
disharmony.

o Special Marriage Act, 1954: A central legislation
that allows for inter-faith marriages without the
need for religious conversion, often cited in debates surrounding state anti-conversion laws.

Additional Key Points
e Burden of Proof: Similar to laws in Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat, the burden of proving that a
conversion was not forced often shifts to the person who has converted or the person who facilitated
the conversion.

e Prior Intimation: Many such state laws require individuals intending to convert, and the priest
performing the ceremony, to give prior notice (usually 30 to 60 days) to the District Magistrate.

e Judicial Scrutiny: The Supreme Court is currently examining the constitutional validity of similar
"Love Jihad" laws passed by other states, focusing on whether they infringe upon the right to privacy
and the right to choose a partner (referencing the Hadiya Case/Shafin Jahan vs. Asokan K.M.).

Conclusion

The Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Bill, 2026, joins a growing list of Indian states seeking to regulate
religious conversions through legislative means. While the government frames the Bill as a measure to
protect vulnerable individuals from exploitation and "allurement," critics argue it may infringe upon
individual autonomy, the right to privacy, and the secular fabric of the Constitution. The judicial outcome of
pending challenges in the Supreme Court will ultimately determine the legal boundaries of such state-led
interventions in personal faith and marital choices.
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9. Constitutional Crisis: Notice for Removal of Chief Election Commissioner

o Unprecedented Legislative Move: For the first time in Indian parliamentary history, 193 MPs from
the INDIA bloc have submitted a formal notice in both Houses of Parliament seeking the removal of
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar.

e Grounds of Impeachment: The 10-page notice lists seven specific charges, including "partisan and
discriminatory conduct," "deliberate obstruction of investigations into electoral fraud," and
allegations of "mass disenfranchisement" during the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls.

e Numerical Threshold Met: The opposition has secured 130 signatures in the Lok Sabha
(requirement: 100) and 63 in the Rajya Sabha (requirement: 50), comfortably meeting the statutory
requirements under the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968.

o Allegations regarding SIR: Opposition parties allege that the Special Intensive Revision of voter
lists in states like West Bengal and Bihar was manipulated to benefit the ruling party, leading to a
breakdown of trust between the Commission and the Opposition.

e Procedural Complexity: Since the notice was submitted in both Houses simultaneously, an inquiry
committee can only be formed if the motion is admitted by both the Speaker of the Lok Sabha and
the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

o Institutional Integrity: The move highlights a deepening rift in the Indian democratic setup, where
the neutrality of the Election Commission—a "bulwark of democracy"—is being formally
challenged through constitutional mechanisms.

Key Definitions
e Chief Election Commissioner (CEC): The administrative head of the Election Commission of
India, a body constitutionally empowered to conduct free and fair elections to the Parliament and
State Legislatures.

o Special Intensive Revision (SIR): A rigorous process of updating electoral rolls, including adding
new voters and deleting duplicates or deceased entries, usually conducted before major elections.

e Motion of Removal: A formal proposal moved in Parliament to remove a high constitutional
functionary on grounds of "proved misbehaviour or incapacity."

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 324(5): Stipulates that the CEC cannot be
removed from office except in the "like manner and
on like grounds" as a Judge of the Supreme Court.
This provides the CEC with a security of tenure

higher than that of the other Election A /

Commissioners. ' g n

e Article 124(4): Outlines the removal process for a £4 i
Supreme Court Judge, which requires an order of

the President passed after an address by each House of Parliament supported by a majority of the
total membership and a majority of not less than two-thirds of the members present and voting.

e Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968: Regulates the procedure for the investigation and proof of the
misbehaviour or incapacity of a judge. It mandates the creation of a three-member committee
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(comprising a SC judge, a Chief Justice of a High Court, and a distinguished jurist) to investigate the
charges once a motion is admitted.

e The CEC and Other ECs (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023:
The latest legal framework governing the appointment process of the commission, which has
recently been a point of contention regarding executive influence.

Additional Key Points for Examination
e Security of Tenure: While the CEC enjoys protection under Article 324(5), other Election
Commissioners (ECs) do not have the same constitutional safeguard; they can be removed on the
recommendation of the CEC.

e Role of the Speaker/Chairman: The presiding officers have the discretionary power to admit or
refuse the motion. If admitted, they must jointly constitute an inquiry committee.

o Historical Context: While motions for the removal of High Court and Supreme Court judges have
been initiated in the past (e.g., Justice V. Ramaswami, Justice Soumitra Sen), this is the first instance
involving the head of the Election Commission.

Conclusion

The submission of a removal notice against the CEC signifies a critical juncture for India's electoral
democracy. While the threshold for actual removal is extremely high—requiring a "special majority" that the
opposition currently lacks—the move serves as a powerful "political check" on the executive. It underscores
the necessity for the Election Commission to not only be independent but also be perceived as independent
to maintain the sanctity of the "First Past the Post" system.

10. Constitutional Debate: Sub-classification within Scheduled Castes in Karnataka

The Karnataka government is currently navigating a complex socio-political challenge regarding the
implementation of internal reservation within the 15% Scheduled Caste (SC) quota. A special Cabinet
meeting is slated to discuss a sub-classification matrix amid intense protests from various Dalit factions.
This move follows a landmark legal backdrop where the state reduced its total reservation from 56% back to
50% to comply with judicial mandates while attempting to balance the competing interests of "Dalit Left"
and "Dalit Right" communities.

e The Sub-classification Matrix: The proposed internal quota aims to divide the 15% SC reservation
into a 5.3% share each for the Dalit Left (primarily Madigas) and Dalit Right (primarily Holeyas),
with the remaining 4.4% allocated to "touchable" SC groups like Banjaras, Bhovis, Koramas, and
Korachas.

e Intra-Community Divergence: The Dalit Left,
represented by the Adijambava Math, has launched
a padayatra demanding immediate implementation
to ensure equitable distribution of benefits in the
upcoming recruitment of over 56,000 posts.
Conversely, the Dalit Right and "touchable" groups
argue that sub-classification may lead to further
fragmentation of the SC identity.

i

e The 50% Ceiling Limit: By reverting the overall reservation from 56% to 50%, the state
government is aligning with the "Indra Sawhney" principle, aiming to prevent legal setbacks in the
Karnataka High Court while proceeding with one of the largest recruitment drives in recent history.
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o Justice A.J. Sadashiva Commission: The current debate is rooted in the long-standing
recommendations of this commission, which advocated for internal reservation to address the
"inequality of outcomes" among different sub-castes within the SC umbrella.

e Recruitment Pressure: The urgency is driven by the notification of 56,432 government vacancies.
The Dalit Left fears that without an internal quota, a few dominant sub-castes will disproportionately
secure these positions, perpetuating historical imbalances.

e Cabinet Deadlock: The State Cabinet remains divided along factional lines, reflecting the broader
social rift. The government is seeking a consensus to avoid "political hara-kiri" ahead of the special
meeting, balancing the "equitable distribution" argument against the "community unity" concern.

Key Definitions
o Internal Reservation (Sub-classification): The process of categorizing a consolidated reserved
category (like SCs) into smaller sub-groups to ensure that the most marginalized sections within that
category receive a guaranteed share of benefits.

o Dalit Left vs. Dalit Right: Socio-political terms used in Karnataka to distinguish between various
SC sub-groups based on traditional occupations and historical social hierarchies; the "Left" (e.g.,
Madigas) generally considers itself more marginalized than the "Right" (e.g., Holeyas).

e Touchable Castes (SC): Communities included in the Scheduled Castes list who historically did not
face the same degree of "untouchability" as other sub-groups but remain socio-economically
backward.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
e Article 341: Empowers the President to specify the castes, races, or tribes which shall be deemed to
be Scheduled Castes. The power to "sub-classify" this list has been a subject of intense judicial
scrutiny.

o Article 16(4): Enables the State to make provisions for the reservation of appointments or posts in
favor of any backward class of citizens which, in the opinion of the State, is not adequately
represented in the services under the State.

o State of Punjab v. Davinder Singh (2024): A landmark 7-judge Constitution Bench ruling of the
Supreme Court which held that States have the power to sub-classify Scheduled Castes to provide
more benefit to the "backward of the backwards" within the SC list.

e Indra Sawhney v. Union of India (1992): Established the 50% cap on total reservations, except in
"extraordinary circumstances," a limit the Karnataka government is currently trying to respect.

Important Keypoints for Mains
o Principle of Substantive Equality: Proponents argue that the SC category is not a "homogenous
unit." Sub-classification is seen as an extension of the "creamy layer" logic to ensure that reservation
does not become the monopoly of a few.

e Administrative Efficiency (Article 335): Critics argue that excessive fragmentation might impact
administrative efficiency, while proponents claim that broader representation actually enhances the
inclusivity and effectiveness of the state machinery.

o Political Mobilization: The involvement of religious "Maths" and "Seers" in the reservation protest
highlights the unique intersection of religion, caste, and electoral politics in Karnataka’s governance

model.
I
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Conclusion

The internal reservation stir in Karnataka is a litmus test for "Social Justice 2.0." While the Supreme Court
has cleared the legal path for sub-classification, the practical execution remains a tightrope walk. The
government must rely on robust empirical data regarding the representation of each sub-caste to justify the
5.3%-5.3%-4.4% formula, ensuring that the move survives both political protests and future judicial
reviews.

11. Exclusion of Non-Tribals from GHADC Polls: A Shift in Sixth Schedule
Governance

The Garo Hills Autonomous District Council (GHADC) in Meghalaya has passed a landmark amendment to
its electoral rules, mandating that only members belonging to Scheduled Tribes (ST) are eligible to contest
council elections. This resolution ends a 70-year-old practice that allowed non-tribal participation, following
intense ethnic tensions and long-standing demands from indigenous communities for greater protection of
their socio-political rights.
Key Summary Points
o Historic Policy Shift: For over seven decades, the GHADC allowed
non-tribals to contest elections; the new amendment strictly restricts
candidacy to those possessing a valid Scheduled Tribe certificate.

e Response to Ethnic Unrest: The move follows significant civil
unrest and protests in the Garo Hills, which resulted in two fatalities
and led the state government to defer the elections originally
scheduled for April 10.

CONRAD K. SANGMA

- g 7 Garo Hills Makes History:
» Extension of Council Tenure: To facilitate these legislative changes, PSSR ST Suao 4

the state government extended the GHADC's tenure by six months, From ADC Elections
allowing the executive committee to align council rules with public After74 Years
sentiment.

e Focus on Self-Governance: Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma
termed the resolution a "historic milestone," emphasizing that the change reinforces the primary
objective of the Sixth Schedule—protecting tribal identity.

o Political Stability vs. Public Demand: The amendment highlights the delicate balance between
maintaining inclusive democratic norms and addressing the "son of the soil" sentiments prevalent in
North-East India’s autonomous regions.

Key Definitions
e Autonomous District Council (ADC): Administrative bodies constituted under the Sixth Schedule
of the Indian Constitution that possess legislative, judicial, and executive powers over specific tribal
areas.

e Sixth Schedule: A special provision in the Constitution (Articles 244(2) and 275(1)) designed to
provide autonomy to tribal populations in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram.

e Scheduled Tribe (ST) Certificate: An official document issued by state authorities certifying an
individual's membership in a tribe notified under Article 342 of the Constitution.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 244(2): Specifies that the provisions of the Sixth Schedule shall apply to the administration
of tribal areas in the State of Meghalaya.
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o Sixth Schedule (Paragraph 2): Empowers the Governor to constitute District Councils and allows
these councils to make rules regarding the term of office, procedure for conduct of business, and the
qualifications for being elected as members.

o Article 19(5): Allows the State to impose reasonable restrictions on the fundamental right to move
freely or reside in any part of India for the protection of the interests of any Scheduled Tribe.

o The Meghalaya Interpretation Act: Often used alongside council rules to define the scope of
legislative amendments within the state's autonomous frameworks.

Conclusion

The exclusion of non-tribals from contesting GHADC polls represents a significant tightening of ethnic
boundaries within the constitutional framework of the Sixth Schedule. While the move aims to preserve the
purity of tribal self-rule and quell local unrest, it also raises broader questions about the rights of long-term
non-tribal residents in these protected zones. The legal sustainability of this amendment may eventually be
tested against the principle of universal adult franchise and equal opportunity.

ECONOMY

1. West Asia Conflict and India's LNG Security: The Force Majeure Crisis

e Supply Disruption via Chokepoints: The escalation of the Iran-Israel conflict has crippled
maritime transit through the Strait of Hormuz, a vital chokepoint handling 20% of global LNG trade,
leading to an effective halt in gas shipments from Qatar to India.

o Invocation of Force Majeure: India’s largest importer, Petronet LNG, and supplier QatarEnergy
have invoked "Force Majeure" clauses, legally suspending contractual obligations due to "acts of
war" that prevent safe vessel passage and halt production.

o Impact on Energy Markets: The supply uncertainty triggered a massive sell-off in Indian energy
stocks, with Petronet LNG plummeting nearly 12% and other major players like GAIL, IOCL, and
BPCL witnessing significant valuation erosions.

e Domestic Gas Rationing: In response to the Qatar Shuts LNG Output; .
Supplies to India Hit, CityGasSedor Flags Crisis ™

anticipated shortfall, gas marketers have already
commenced supply cuts of up to 40% for certain
industrial sectors and City Gas Distribution (CGD)
entities, potentially affecting CNG and piped natural
gas (PNG) availability.

e Vulnerability of LNG Infrastructure: Unlike e s,,.,,m,.,;;o.,.;, i C,,,m“s',,:,,,gc ol
crude oil, which India stockpiles for 6-8 weeks, e — o
LNG storage is technically complex and limited, making the domestic energy matrix highly sensitive
to short-term disruptions in the Persian Gulf.

e Geopolitical Countermeasures: To mitigate the crisis, Indian companies are scouting for spot
cargoes from non-Gulf markets, while the US has signaled potential military and insurance support
for merchant vessels to restore the flow of global energy supplies.
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Key Definitions
e Force Majeure: A common contractual clause that frees both parties from liability or obligation
when an extraordinary, unforeseeable event (e.g., war, natural disaster) beyond their control occurs.

o Off-takers: Entities that agree to purchase a portion of a producer's future output (in this case,
GAIL, IOCL, and BPCL purchasing gas from Petronet).

e Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway between Oman and Iran connecting the Persian Gulf with the
Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea; it is the world's most important oil and gas transit chokepoint.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA): Provides the government power to ensure the
delivery of essential services (like fuel and energy) during emergencies or disruptions.

e Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) Act, 2006: Legal framework regulating
the refining, processing, storage, and distribution of petroleum and natural gas to protect the interests
of consumers and entities.

e Doctrine of Frustration (Section 56, Indian Contract Act, 1872): A legal principle where a
contract becomes void if the performance of the act becomes impossible or unlawful due to an event
the promisor could not prevent (the statutory equivalent of Force Majeure).

Additional Key Points
o Import Dependency: India imports roughly 50% of its natural gas requirements, with over half
originating from Qatar and the UAE, emphasizing the risks of high geographical concentration in
energy sourcing.

o Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) vs. LNG: While India has subterranean salt caverns for crude
oil, it lacks equivalent large-scale strategic reserves for LNG, highlighting a critical gap in energy
security planning.

o Sectoral Ripple Effects: The CGD sector relies on imported LNG for 43% of its total demand,
prolonged disruption could lead to inflationary pressures on transport and household cooking costs.

Conclusion

The current crisis underscores India’s acute vulnerability to geopolitical volatility in West Asia. While short-
term measures like spot market purchases and domestic rationing may provide temporary relief, the situation
necessitates a long-term strategic shift toward diversifying energy sources, increasing domestic production,
and investing in advanced LNG storage technologies to insulate the economy from "chokepoint politics."

2. Industrial Safety Crisis: Recurring Chemical Leaks in Tarapur-Boisar Belt

e Geographical Concentration and Risk: The Tarapur-Boisar belt in Palghar is one of Maharashtra’s
largest chemical hubs; the high density of pharmaceutical and chemical units in a confined area
significantly increases the "domino effect" risk during industrial accidents.

e Primary Causes of Failure: Investigations into recent leaks, including the Oleum gas leak at
Bhageria Industries, point to mechanical failures in ageing infrastructure, such as level indicator
glasses, hose pipes during unloading, and faulty scrubber units.

o Hazardous Material Profile: The region handles highly reactive substances like Oleum, Chlorine,
and Sulphur Trioxide; these require specialized storage and stringent "Seveso-type" safety protocols

which are often compromised by maintenance lapses.
-
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e Environmental and Public Health Impact: Toxic
plumes (like Sulphur Trioxide haze) frequently
necessitate large-scale evacuations of schools and
residential areas, highlighting the dangerous
proximity of industrial zones to human settlements.

e Regulatory Oversight Gaps: Despite observations
by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) and the
Bombay High Court, issues persist regarding the
frequency of inspections by the Directorate of Industrial Safety and Health (DISH) and the adequacy
of safety audits.

o Emergency Preparedness: While over 280 mock drills were conducted recently, the difficulty in
identifying leak sources during dense toxic hazes suggests a need for advanced automated leak
detection systems and better sensor integration.

Key Definitions
e Oleum (Fuming Sulphuric Acid): A solution of Sulphur Trioxide in Sulphuric Acid; it is highly
corrosive and releases choking, toxic fumes upon contact with air moisture.

e Scrubber Unit: An air pollution control device used to remove particulates or gases (like acid
fumes) from industrial exhaust streams before they are released into the atmosphere.

o Level Indicator Glass: A transparent gauge used to monitor liquid levels in high-pressure tanks; its
failure is a common point of mechanical leakage in chemical plants.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 21: The Supreme Court has interpreted the "Right to Life" to include the right to a clean and
safe environment, casting a duty on the State to prevent industrial disasters.

o Environment Protection Act, 1986: Enacted in the wake of the Bhopal Gas Tragedy, it grants the
Central Government power to restrict industrial areas and lay down procedures for handling
hazardous substances.

o Factories Act, 1948 (as amended): Contains specific chapters (Section 41-A to 41-H) dealing with
hazardous processes, mandating the setting up of Safety Committees and compulsory disclosure of
information by occupiers.

e Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991: Provides for immediate relief to persons affected by
accidents occurring while handling hazardous substances through a "no-fault" liability framework.

Additional Key Points
o Urban Sprawl: The encroachment of residential colonies and schools near "Major Accident Hazard"
(MAH) units complicates evacuation protocols and increases casualty risks.

e The DISH Mandate: The Directorate of Industrial Safety and Health is the nodal agency for
enforcing the Factories Act; however, manpower shortages often lead to "reactive" rather than
"proactive" safety audits.

o Technical Audits: The recent halting of operations pending a "full safety audit" reflects a shift
towards more stringent compliance before resuming production in high-risk zones.
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Conclusion

The recurring leaks in the Tarapur-Boisar belt underscore a systemic failure to balance rapid
industrialization with safety infrastructure. While mock drills improve response times, they do not address
the root causes: ageing equipment and inadequate regulatory pressure. Transitioning toward "Inherently
Safer Design" (ISD) and enforcing strict buffer zones between factories and civil society are essential to
prevent a large-scale industrial catastrophe.

3. India’s Industrial Growth: Analyzing the January 2026 IIP Slowdown

e Broad-based Deceleration: India’s industrial activity, measured by the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), hit a three-month low of 4.8% in January 2026, dropping sharply from the 26-
month high of 8% (revised) recorded in December 2025.

e Sectoral Performance: The manufacturing sector, which holds the largest weight in the index,
slowed to 4.8%, while mining and electricity also witnessed moderated growth at 4.3% and 5.1%
respectively, reflecting a cooling off from previous peaks.

o Infrastructure as an Outlier: Defying the general trend, the infrastructure and construction goods
sector accelerated to 13.7%, the highest since August 2023, indicating sustained government capital
expenditure and robust building activity.

o Consumption Weakness: A significant point of concern is the consumer non-durables sector, which
contracted by 2.7%, suggesting a dip in rural and semi-urban demand for fast-moving consumer
goods (FMCG).

o Capital Goods Slump: The capital goods sector—a key proxy for private investment—continued its
downward trajectory for the second consecutive month, slowing to 4.3% from a high of 10.1% just
two months prior.

Key Definitions
o Index of Industrial Production (IIP): An abstract
number that represents the status of production in
the industrial sector for a given period compared to
a base year (currently 2011-12). It is a short-term
indicator of industrial growth.
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o Capital Goods: Physical assets that a company uses
in the production process to manufacture products
and services that consumers will later use (e.g.,
machinery, equipment).

¥

e Consumer Non-Durables: Goods that are used up immediately or have a short life span (typically
less than 3 years), such as food, beverages, and toiletries.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 246 & Seventh Schedule: Industrial development falls under the Union List (Entry 52) for
industries declared by Parliament to be of public interest, and the State List (Entry 24) for others.

» National Policy on Statistics: The data is compiled and released monthly by the National Statistical
Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI), ensuring transparency
and evidence-based policymaking.
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o Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act: Industrial performance directly
impacts the government's tax revenue (GST and Corporate Tax), influencing the fiscal deficit targets
mandated under this Act.

Additional Key Points
o Base Effect: Some of the slowdown can be attributed to a high base effect from the previous year,
though the sequential month-on-month drop indicates genuine cooling in certain segments.

e Core Industries Impact: Since the "Eight Core Industries" comprise nearly 40.27% of the weight in
IIP, their performance (Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement,
and Electricity) remains the primary driver of these figures.

e Rural Demand Pulse: The contraction in non-durables is often read by economists as a signal of
high inflation impacting the purchasing power of lower-income households.

Conclusion

The January 2026 IIP data presents a dual narrative: while the "Steel and Cement" driven infrastructure
sector remains a powerhouse due to public spending, the slowdown in manufacturing and contraction in
consumer non-durables point toward an uneven recovery. Addressing the stagnation in private capital
investment and reviving rural consumption will be critical for maintaining an annual industrial growth
trajectory above the 7% mark.

4. Advancing India’s Innovation: The Case for Mandatory R&D Disclosure

e The "Market for Lemons'" Paradox: Applying George Akerlof’s theory, India’s corporate R&D
intensity stagnates at 0.23% of GDP because innovation is "invisible." When capital markets cannot
distinguish high-quality research from low-quality "copycats," they undervalue all innovation,
leading to systemic underinvestment.

o Impact of Transparency on Growth: Global evidence suggests that improved R&D disclosures can
raise R&D intensity by 6%-14%. Transparency specifically drives investment toward risky, long-
term innovation rather than safer "brick-and-mortar" tangible assets.

e Proposed Disclosure Framework: To correct information asymmetry, a "Mandatory R&D and
Technology Disclosure Standard" is proposed under SEBI’s LODR Regulations. This would track
five metrics: R&D expenditure granularity, patent activity, technology workforce depth, Technology

Readiness Levels (TRL), and innovation turnover (revenue ' - ﬁ '

from new products).

o Portfolio Purification: Mandatory disclosure acts as a
"Bayesian signal," allowing firms to observe competitors. This
leads to "portfolio purification," where companies rationally
prune low-quality or duplicative projects and shift capital
toward stronger scientific bets.

e Market-Driven Discipline: Unlike government mandates on
spending, structured disclosure is non-distortionary. It
empowers investors—rather than the state—to reward genuine
innovators, thereby lowering the cost of capital for high-tech
firms.
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o Implementation Strategy: A two-year voluntary "familiarization period" is recommended before
transitioning to a mandatory regime to ensure data quality and allow firms to adapt to the new
reporting standards.

Key Definitions
e R&D Intensity: The ratio of a company's (or country's) research and development expenditure to its
total revenue (or GDP). It is a key indicator of an economy's innovation-led growth potential.

o Information Asymmetry: A situation in a market where one party (the firm) has more or better
information than the other (the investor), leading to market inefficiencies like mispricing.

e Technology Readiness Level (TRL): A measurement system used to assess the maturity level of a
particular technology, ranging from basic principles (TRL 1) to "flight proven" or fully
commercialized systems (TRL 9).

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 51A(h): Part of Fundamental Duties, it urges citizens to develop the "scientific temper,
humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform," providing a moral basis for fostering an innovation
ecosystem.

o SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015: The primary legal
tool proposed to enforce R&D standards, ensuring that listed companies maintain transparency for
the protection of investors.

o National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy, 2016: Aims to create a vibrant [P ecosystem
in India; the proposed R&D disclosure standards would directly complement this by tracking patent
lifecycles.

e Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy (STIP): A framework that aims to position India
among the top three scientific superpowers, where private sector R&D contribution is a critical
milestone.

Additional Key Points
e Lessons from China and Korea: Mandatory intangible disclosures in these economies led to higher
innovation in non-state, financially constrained high-tech firms, proving that transparency unlocks
capital.

o Intangible Assets: In the modern economy, a firm's value is increasingly derived from "intangibles"
like software, patents, and designs rather than physical machinery.

o Non-Proprietary Disclosure: The proposal emphasizes that firms need not reveal "trade secrets" but
rather structural metrics that allow analysts to value the innovation pipeline accurately.

Conclusion

India’s innovation stagnation is not just a failure of intent, but a failure of information. By adopting
mandatory R&D disclosure standards, India can move away from a "lemon market" where innovation is
hidden and undervalued. Such a move would professionalize the venture capital and equity markets,
ensuring that capital flows toward high-quality scientific breakthroughs, ultimately fueling India’s transition
to a high-income, knowledge-based economy.
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5. Monetary Intervention: RBI’s 1 Trillion Bond Purchase Amid West Asian Crisis

In a strategic response to the escalating conflict in West Asia involving Iran, the U.S., and Israel, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced a significant liquidity injection. The central bank will conduct
Open Market Operations (OMO) to purchase government securities (G-Secs) worth 1 trillion in two
tranches. This move is designed to stabilize the domestic bond market, curb rising yields, and provide a
buffer for the Indian Rupee, which faces depreciatory pressure as global investors pivot toward safe-haven
assets like the U.S. Dollar amid surging crude oil prices.
Key Strategic Summary
e Liquidity Injection: The RBI’s decision to buy X1

trillion in bonds acts as a primary tool to infuse

liquidity into the banking system, ensuring that credit

flow remains uninterrupted despite global volatility.

e Yield Management: By purchasing government
securities, the RBI increases their demand, which
helps in lowering or stabilizing bond yields. High
yields often translate to higher borrowing costs for the
government and corporates.

o Currency Support: The West Asian crisis has triggered a "risk-off" sentiment, leading to capital
outflows. RBI's intervention aims to signal market stability, thereby tempering the rapid depreciation
of the Rupee against the Dollar.

e Open Market Operations (OMO): This intervention is conducted through OMOs, where the
central bank buys or sells G-Secs to regulate the money supply and interest rate regimes in the
economy.

o Mitigating "Safe-Haven" Flight: As investors flee to the U.S. Treasury and Gold, the RBI’s
proactive stance helps maintain the attractiveness of Indian sovereign debt and prevents a domestic
"liquidity crunch."

e Tranche-based Execution: The X1 trillion purchase is divided into two tranches to allow the market
to absorb the liquidity gradually, preventing sudden artificial distortions in the valuation of
securities.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934: Specifically Section 17 and Section 18, which empower the RBI
to engage in the purchase and sale of government securities as part of its monetary policy functions.

o Article 246 (Seventh Schedule): Entry 38 of the Union List grants the Parliament exclusive power
over "Public debt of the Union," which forms the basis for the issuance of G-Secs that the RBI
manages.

o Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003: While the RBI is prohibited
from primary market purchases of G-Secs (except under specific "escape clause" conditions), OMOs
in the secondary market are a standard tool for monetary stability.

e Article 292: Governs the executive power of the Union to borrow upon the security of the
Consolidated Fund of India, necessitating a stable bond market which the RBI ensures.
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Key Definitions
e Open Market Operations (OMO): The buying and selling of government securities in the open
market by a central bank to expand or contract the amount of money in the banking system.

e Government Securities (G-Secs): Tradable instruments issued by the Central or State Governments
acknowledging the government’s debt obligation. They are considered risk-free (sovereign) assets.

e Bond Yield: The return an investor realizes on a bond. When the RBI buys bonds (increasing price),
the yield typically falls, lowering the general interest rate environment.

o Safe-Haven Assets: Investments that are expected to retain or increase in value during times of
market turbulence, such as Gold, the U.S. Dollar, or Swiss Francs.

Additional Key Points
o Impact of Oil Prices: Since India imports over 80% of its crude, the West Asian war raises the
"Import Bill," widening the Current Account Deficit (CAD). RBI's bond buying helps manage the
resultant fiscal stress.

o Sterilization vs. Neutrality: The RBI must balance this liquidity injection with inflation targets. If
the 1 trillion leads to excessive money supply, it could potentially fuel domestic inflation.

o Market Sentiment: This move acts as a "confidence booster" for institutional investors (FPIs and
DlIIs), showing that the central bank is ready to act as the "Lender of Last Resort" for the market.

Conclusion

The RBI’s X1 trillion OMO intervention is a classic counter-cyclical measure to shield the Indian economy
from "External Shocks." By stabilizing the G-Sec market, the RBI ensures that the government’s borrowing
program for FY26 remains on track without an exorbitant increase in interest costs. However, the long-term
effectiveness of this support will depend on the duration of the Iran-U.S. conflict and the subsequent
trajectory of global crude oil prices.

6. Shared Liability Framework for Digital Payment Fraud Compensation

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has introduced a draft framework aimed at providing financial relief to
victims of small-value digital frauds, specifically addressing the gap where customer negligence previously
barred compensation.

o Partial Compensation for Negligence: In a departure from earlier "zero-liability" norms that
required zero customer fault, the new rules allow for compensation even if the victim unknowingly
shared credentials or downloaded malicious apps, acknowledging the sophistication of social
engineering.

e Defined Financial Caps: The mechanism applies to transactions up to X50,000. Victims can receive
up to 85% of the lost amount, capped at a maximum of 325,000. This is designed to act as a safety
net for common, small-scale retail users.

e One-Time Benefit Clause: To prevent moral hazard and discourage habitual negligence, this
compensation is proposed as a "once-in-a-lifetime" claim per customer, emphasizing that the primary
responsibility for digital hygiene remains with the user.

o Strict Reporting Timelines: Eligibility is contingent upon the speed of action. Customers must
report the fraudulent activity to their bank and the National Cyber Crime Helpline (1930) or portal
within five calendar days.
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e Ecosystem Funding Model: The compensation burden is shared. For a 325,000 claim, the RBI
contributes approximately 76% (%19,118), while the issuing and beneficiary banks contribute equal
shares (roughly 32,941 each), ensuring all stakeholders have "skin in the game" to improve security.

e Addressing Systemic Trends: Despite a drop in high-
value frauds (above X1 lakh), small-value cyber-attacks
remain a persistent threat to financial inclusion. The
framework seeks to maintain public trust in the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) and digital banking
ecosystems.

Key Definitions
e Social Engineering: A manipulative technique used by
fraudsters to trick individuals into divulging
confidential information, such as OTPs or passwords, often by impersonating bank officials.

o Shared Liability: A regulatory principle where the financial loss from a transaction is distributed
between the service provider, the regulator, and the user, rather than falling entirely on one party.

e Moral Hazard: A situation where an individual has an incentive to take unusual risks because the
negative consequences of those risks will be borne by another party (e.g., the bank or the regulator).

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o Section 45L of the RBI Act, 1934: Grants the RBI power to give directions to non-banking
institutions and financial systems to ensure financial stability and consumer protection.

o Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007: Provides the legal framework for the RBI to regulate
and supervise payment systems in India, including the authority to set standards for security and
grievance redressal.

o Information Technology Act, 2000 (Section 43A): Imposes liability on body corporates for failing
to protect sensitive personal data, which complements RBI's guidelines on digital security.

Additional Keypoints
o Incentivizing Vigilance: By offering only partial compensation and a one-time claim, the RBI
balances consumer protection with the need for individual accountability.

e Beneficiary Bank Accountability: Including the receiving bank in the compensation payout
incentivizes banks to strengthen their "Know Your Customer" (KYC) norms to prevent "mule
accounts" used by fraudsters to siphon money.

e Focus on Retail Users: The 350,000 limit specifically targets the most vulnerable segment of digital
users—rural and semi-urban citizens who are primary targets of phishing.

Conclusion

The proposed framework marks a shift from a "punitive" approach toward victims of fraud to a "supportive"
one. By recognizing that even vigilant users can fall prey to advanced cyber-tactics, the RBI is strengthening
the social contract of digital India. However, the long-term success of this initiative will depend on the
seamless integration of the National Cyber Crime portal with banking backend systems to ensure the 5-day
reporting window is met.
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7. Strengthening India’s Care Ecosystem: Budget 2026-27 and the Care Paradox

The Union Budget 2026-27 introduces a strategic focus on the "Care Economy" by proposing to train 1.5
lakh multiskilled caregivers. While this marks a formal recognition of geriatric and allied care needs, it
highlights a structural paradox regarding India's existing 5 million "volunteer" women workers who sustain
the national rural health and nutrition sectors.

o NSQF-Aligned Skilling Initiative: The Budget proposes training 1.5 lakh caregivers in geriatric and
core care skills under the National Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF). This aims to
professionalize care work to meet the demands of an aging population and expanding healthcare
needs.

e The "Volunteer" Paradox: Despite the push for new certified professionals, India’s primary
welfare pillars—Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs), Anganwadi Workers (AWWs), and
Mid-day Meal workers—remain classified as "honorary volunteers" rather than formal employees,
depriving them of statutory benefits.

« Economic Survey Insights on Care Penalty: The Economic o —
Survey 2025-26, citing the 2024 Time Use Survey, reveals a j r :
stark gender disparity; 41% of women (ages 15-59) spend 140 A Strong & Visionary ®
minutes daily on unpaid care, compared to 21.4% of men Healthcare Budget for India
spending only 74 minutes, reinforcing care as a "gendered" 5 Bophorms AT e
domestic duty. e

Dty Free Cancer & Rare
Disease Drugs
Faung treatment coaty

e The "Shadow Labour Force': By labeling essential public

!E}‘. Mental Health & Expanded

service providers as volunteers, the state limits its fiscal " Dlatrich Happlaly
liability. These workers operate without formal contracts, et
maternity benefits, or fixed wages, receiving instead ddg Sited Healtheare
fragmented "honorariums" that vary significantly across

states.

e Judicial Intervention on Permanency: The Supreme Court in Dharam Singh vs State of U.P.
(2025) ruled that recurrent work central to an institution's function cannot remain temporary
indefinitely. This provides a legal precedent for transitioning "honorary" care roles into permanent
government posts.

o Adoption of the ILO 5R Framework: Experts advocate for the full implementation of the
International Labour Organisation’s (ILO) framework—Recognize, Reduce, Redistribute, Reward,
and Represent—to ensure decent work conditions and a "seat at the table" for frontline care workers.

Key Definitions
e Care Economy: The sector of the economy comprising paid and unpaid work involving caregiving
for children, the elderly, and the ill, as well as domestic chores.

e NSQF (National Skills Qualification Framework): A quality assurance framework that organizes
qualifications according to a series of levels of knowledge, skills, and aptitude.

e Honorarium: A payment given for professional services that are rendered nominally without a fixed
fee, used by the state to avoid the legal obligations of a "salary."

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 23: Prohibits begar (forced labor) and other similar forms of forced labor. Arguments are
often made that underpaying workers for essential, full-time state functions borders on forced labor.
-]
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e Article 42 (DPSP): Mandates the State to make provision for securing just and humane conditions
of work and for maternity relief.

e Code on Social Security, 2020: While it aims to extend benefits to unorganized workers, the
specific inclusion of ASHA and Anganwadi workers under formal "employee" definitions remains a
point of legal contention.

Additional Keypoints
e Geriatric Care Gap: With India's demographic shift, the demand for specialized elderly care is
rising, justifying the Budget's focus on new training programs.

o Piecemeal Benefits: Currently, some workers are covered under Ayushman Bharat and PM Shram
Yogi Maandhan, but these are insurance/pension schemes rather than wage protections.

o Integration Opportunity: Experts suggest the first step should be allowing existing ASHA and
Anganwadi workers to undergo NSQF certification to bridge the gap between "volunteer" status and
"certified professional."

Conclusion

India’s ambition to become a global healthcare powerhouse is fundamentally tied to the dignity of its
frontline workers. Moving beyond the "volunteer" label is not just a fiscal challenge but a cultural necessity.
Reimagining the care economy requires transforming "invisible" domestic-style labor into a recognized,
rewarded, and professionalized pillar of the national economy.

8. 16th Finance Commission and the Urban Fiscal Paradox

The 16th Finance Commission (FC) has outlined the roadmap for fiscal devolution to Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) for the 2026-31 period. While urban centers contribute nearly 67% of India's GDP and 90% of total
government revenue, the fiscal framework reveals a persistent gap between the economic importance of
cities and their financial empowerment.

o Stagnant GDP-to-Devolution Ratio: Under the 16th FC, ULBs are allocated approximately 33.56
lakh crore over five years (roughly X75,000 crore annually). Despite the absolute increase, the
transfer remains stagnant at about 0.13% of the projected GDP failing to keep pace with the needs of
rapid urbanization. . R Pl S UPSC:

Essentials

e Per Capita Devolution Gap: With India’s urban
population projected to exceed 600 million during
the 2026-30 cycle, the per capita transfer remains
nearly <':onst‘an.t or dechnes' in real.tc.erms. This o | ;- FlN ANCE
stagnation limits the capacity of cities to address § rOMMlSS'ON

infrastructure deficits and rising service demands. KNOWLEDGE NU GGET OF THE D AY

e Conditionality and Performance-Based Grants:
Roughly 20% of funds are linked to strict performance criteria, including the regular constitution of
local bodies, auditing of accounts, and increasing Own Source Revenue (OSR). The benchmark for
OSR s set at raising 1,200 per household through property taxes and user charges.

o Tied Grants vs. Fiscal Autonomy: A substantial portion of grants remains "tied" to specific sectors
like sanitation and water management. While addressing core needs, this earmarking restricts the
flexibility of cities to prioritize local issues like climate resilience or public transport.
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e The "Peri-Urban" Integration Challenge: The Commission has earmarked X10,000 crore as an
incentive for merging urban villages (population >1 lakh) into city limits. Critics argue this may
infringe upon state jurisdiction over urban development and disrupt robust rural governance models
in states like Kerala.

e The Divisible Pool and Cess Concerns: The FC remains silent on the growing share of "Cess and
Surcharges" collected by the Centre (approx. 2.2% of GDP), which remains outside the divisible
pool. Since much of this is generated in cities, its exclusion limits the actual revenue available for
urban devolution.

Key Definitions
e Own Source Revenue (OSR): Revenue generated by local bodies through their own powers of

taxation (e.g., property tax) and non-tax sources (e.g., user charges for water or parking).

o Tied Grants: Financial assistance provided by the Centre or State that can only be spent on specific,
pre-determined sectors or projects.

« Divisible Pool: The portion of central tax revenue that is shared between the Union and the States
based on the recommendations of the Finance Commission.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o Article 280: Mandates the President to constitute a Finance Commission every five years to
recommend the distribution of net proceeds of taxes between the Union and States.

o 74th Constitutional Amendment Act (1992): Revolutionized urban governance by providing
constitutional status to ULBs and mandating the creation of State Finance Commissions (SFCs) to
review their financial position.

o Twelfth Schedule: Contains 18 functional items (e.g., urban planning, land-use regulation) that can
be devolved to ULBs under the 74th Amendment.

Additional Keypoints
o Utilisation Crisis: Historical data shows a significant backlog in fund utilization; nearly 330,000-
35,000 crore meant for ULBs under the 15th FC remained unspent due to administrative bottlenecks.

o Climate Change Silence: Despite cities being at the frontlines of climate risks (urban flooding, heat
islands), the 16th FC lacks a dedicated fiscal channel for urban climate adaptation.

o Administrative Complexity: Forcing rural-to-urban transitions for revenue purposes can lead to
lopsided development where peripheral areas get taxed without receiving commensurate urban
services.

Conclusion

The 16th Finance Commission’s approach emphasizes "fiscal discipline" and "self-reliance" for Indian
cities. However, by maintaining a low GDP-share and increasing conditionalities, it risks turning ULBs into
administrative agents of the Centre rather than autonomous units of self-government. For a truly "Viksit"
urban India, the transition must shift from being an enabler of central schemes to empowering cities to plan
their own sustainable futures.
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9. Strengthening India’s Intellectual Property (IP) Ecosystem

e Global Benchmarking: The Union Minister has set a target to transition India’s IP approval system
into the global top five for speed, transparency, and efficiency, specifically targeting faster disposal
of patents, trademarks, and copyrights.

e Innovation Infrastructure: To nurture a culture of inquiry from the grassroots, the government is
establishing 50,000 new innovation labs in schools, aiming to bridge the gap between classroom
learning and real-world problem-solving.

o Decadal Growth Trajectory: India has recorded a 215% increase in patent filings over the last
decade, leading to a significant jump in the Global Innovation Index (GII) from 81st in 2015 to 38th
in 2026.

e Inclusive IP Expansion: There is a strategic focus on "Women-led Development," with patent
filings by women increasing 345 times in 12 years; the government proposes up to 80% fee
reductions for women, MSMEs, and startups.

e Capacity Building: To address backlogs, the Office > . |
of the Controller General of Patents, Designs and
Trade Marks (CGPDTM) is undergoing massive
recruitment and technological upgrades to align with g‘,{%tggﬁ’{.\';
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

standards.

e Economic Integration: Linking IP with trade, the
Minister emphasized that India's nine recently signed TRADEMARK'
FTAs provide preferential market access, urging o
innovators to "Innovate, Patent, Produce, and Prosper" to fuel Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Key Definitions
o Intellectual Property Rights (IPR): Legal rights given to inventors or creators to protect their
inventions or creations for a certain period of time.

e Global Innovation Index (GII): An annual ranking of countries by their capacity for, and success
in, innovation, published by WIPO in partnership with other institutions.

e Geographical Indication (GI): A sign used on products that have a specific geographical origin and
possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin.

Constitutional & Legal Framework
e Article 253: Empowers Parliament to make laws for implementing international
certificates/agreements, which forms the basis for IPR legislation in India.

e The Patents Act, 1970: The primary legislation governing patents in India, later amended to comply
with the TRIPS Agreement.

o National IPR Policy, 2016: A vision document that guides the future of IPRs in India under the
slogan "Creative India; Innovative India."

o International Obligations: India is a signatory to the TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights) Agreement under the WTO and various WIPO-administered treaties like the Paris
Convention and Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT).
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Additional Important Keypoints
o Jai Anusandhan: The expansion of the national slogan to include "Research" underscores the shift
toward a knowledge-based economy.

o Incentivization: Fee reductions of 50% to 80% for MSMEs and startups have been implemented to
democratize the IP filing process.

e Model Hubs: Institutions like IIT Madras and its incubation centers are being viewed as blueprints
for Tier-2 and Tier-3 city development.

Conclusion

The transformation of India’s IP regime from a slow, bureaucratic process to a streamlined, digital-first
ecosystem is central to its goal of becoming a $5 trillion economy. By integrating youth, women, and rural
innovators through school labs and GI registrations, India is moving beyond mere consumption of
technology to becoming a global provider of original intellectual capital.

10. Amartya Sen’s Capabilities Approach to Development

e Redefining Development: In Amartya Sen’s framework, development is viewed as the expansion of
"substantive freedoms" (capabilities) that allow individuals to lead lives they have reason to value,
moving beyond narrow economic metrics like GDP or per capita income.

o Capabilities vs. Functionings: Sen distinguishes between "capabilities" (the real opportunity to
achieve) and "functionings" (the actual achievements or "beings and doings" like being well-
nourished), emphasizing that the freedom to choose is as morally important as the outcome itself.

o Agency-Centric Model: The approach shifts the focus from treating people as passive
"beneficiaries" of state largesse to recognizing them as active "agents" of change whose voices and
participation are central to the development process.

e Critique of Skill Reductionism: Sen cautions against reducing education to mere "human capital”
or job-market skill formation; true education must foster critical thinking and the "equality of
autonomy" necessary for meaningful democratic participation.

» Niti vs. Nyaya: A crucial distinction in Sen’s theory of justice is between ni#i (the fitness of
institutions and formal rules) and nyaya (the realization of justice in the actual lives of people),
arguing that institutional design is insufficient if it does not produce lived justice.

e Contemporary Challenges: In the era of "post-truth" politics and Al, the erosion of critical
reasoning and the convergence of state-market interests (plutocratic populism) threaten the enabling
conditions required for capabilities to flourish, leading to a disconnect between theory and practice.

Key Definitions
o Capabilities: The various combinations of functionings (beings and doings) that a person can
achieve; it represents the freedom to achieve alternative functioning combinations.

e Human Capital: An instrumental view of humans as a means of production through skill and
education, whereas the Capability Approach views human life as an end in itself.

e Substantive Freedom: The actual ability or opportunity to do something, as opposed to formal legal
rights that a person may not have the resources or health to exercise.
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Constitutional & Legal Framework

e Article 21: The Right to Life and Personal Liberty. 1
The Supreme Court has expanded this to include the The Capablllty ApproaCh

"right to live with dignity," mirroring Sen’s idea that The capabilities approach for assessing the quality of life
. . . J was developed by Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen on the
life is more than mere animal existence. basis of the field of development economy.

It emerged as the most influential alternative to standard
§ economic frameworks for thinking about poverty,

o Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV):

Articles 38 and 39 mandate the State to secure a inequality and human development,
social order for the promotion of the welfare of the It has also influenced the UN Human Development
people and minimize inequalities in status and § Index and was incorporated in many international official

reports and surveys.

opportunity.

o Fundamental Duties (Article 51A): Specifically 51A(h), which mandates the development of
"scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry," aligning with the capability to think and
reason.

o Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009: A legal manifestation of providing the capability of literacy,
though Sen’s approach would further evaluate the quality of reasoning it produces.

Additional Important Keypoints
e Collaboration with Mahbub ul Haq: This approach was instrumental in creating the Human

Development Index (HDI), which ranks countries based on health, education, and income rather
than just wealth.

o Difference with Martha Nussbaum: Unlike Nussbaum, who proposed a "central list" of 10
functional capabilities, Sen leaves the list open-ended to avoid paternalism and allow for democratic
deliberation.

e Public Reasoning: Sen emphasizes that the "priority" of which capabilities matter most should be
decided through open public debate, making democracy a constituent part of development.

Conclusion

The Capabilities Approach serves as a powerful corrective to economic reductionism by placing human
freedom at the heart of progress. However, its effectiveness in India is currently challenged by a "post-truth"
environment and a governance model that prioritizes technical skill over critical agency. For India to truly
develop, it must bridge the gap between niti (institutional rules) and nyaya (actualized justice), ensuring that
education and policy foster not just workers, but free-thinking citizens.

11. PM-KISAN: Strengthening Rural Livelihoods via Direct Benefit Transfer

The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN), launched in February 2019, represents a paradigm

shift in India's agricultural support ecosystem by moving from indirect subsidies to direct income support.

As of March 2026, the scheme has disbursed over ¥4.09 lakh crore across 21 installments, leveraging a

robust digital architecture to eliminate intermediaries and ensure financial inclusion for landholding farmers.

e Financial Structure and Modality: PM-KISAN is a Central Sector Scheme (100% funded by the

Government of India) providing an unconditional income support of 6,000 per annum. This
amount is released in three equal installments of 32,000 every four months directly into Aadhaar-
seeded bank accounts via Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).

« Eligibility and Exclusion Criteria: The primary eligibility is based on cultivable landholding in
the name of the farmer family. However, the scheme employs "Exclusion Categories" to target the
needy, excluding institutional landholders, former/present holders of constitutional posts, and high-

-~ ]
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income individuals such as income tax payers and retired pensioners receiving more than 310,000
monthly.

o Digital Infrastructure & Farmer ID: The scheme utilizes
a "Farmer-centric Digital Infrastructure" for transparent
verification. A significant recent evolution is the integration
of the Farmer ID, which is now mandatory for new
registrations in 19 states where the 'Farmer Registry' has
commenced, aimed at creating a single source of truth for Aadnaar Seed your

. bank account
agricultural data. Get your e-KVC done

Upload correct land documents

e Grievance Redressal & Accessibility: To prevent the
exclusion of eligible beneficiaries due to procedural o
mismatches (e.g., name variations in land records vs. —
Aadhaar), the government provides self-registration through pu— [
mobile/web apps and a dedicated grievance mechanism. For
those without digital access, Common Service Centres (CSCs) and Tehsil-level offices serve as
physical touchpoints.

e The "JAM" Trinity Linkage: The success of the 21 installments rests on the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-
Mobile (JAM) trinity. By bypassing the traditional multi-layered bureaucratic distribution, the
scheme has achieved near-zero leakage, ensuring that the fiscal stimulus reaches the rural economy
precisely when needed (pre-sowing seasons).

Key Definitions
o Central Sector Scheme: A scheme entirely funded and implemented by the Union Government,

unlike Centrally Sponsored Schemes where costs are shared with States.

o Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT): A mechanism to transfer subsidies directly into the bank accounts
of beneficiaries to reduce leakages and delays.

o Farmer Registry: A digitized database of farmers linked to land records, designed to streamline the
delivery of various agricultural services.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 282: Provides the Union the power to make grants for any public purpose, which forms the
fiscal basis for such welfare schemes.

o Entry 14 (State List): Agriculture is a State subject; however, the Union intervenes in "Economic
and Social Planning" (Entry 20, Concurrent List) to ensure food security and farmer welfare.

o Aadhaar Act, 2016: Provides the legal framework for using Aadhaar-based authentication to deliver
subsidies and benefits under Section 7.

Conclusion

The disbursement of over 4.09 lakh crore through 21 installments underscores the government's
commitment to "Minimum Government, Maximum Governance." By integrating the Farmer ID and
streamlining the Registry, PM-KISAN is evolving from a mere cash transfer program into a comprehensive
digital identity framework for Indian agriculture. This ensures that the "Annadata" remains resilient against
market volatility and seasonal credit crunches.

L
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12. India’s Strategic Shift: Relaxing FDI Norms for Bordering Nations (2026)

On March 10, 2026, the Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved a significant
relaxation of the Press Note 3 (2020) framework. This move signals a calibrated transition from a "blanket
restriction" to a "risk-based" approach, aiming to attract minority capital and high-end technology from
neighboring countries, particularly China, while maintaining rigorous national security safeguards.

o Automatic Route for Minority Stakes: For the first time since 2020, investments from countries
sharing a land border with India will be permitted through the automatic route, provided the
beneficial ownership is non-controlling and does not exceed 10%. This aligns the FDI policy with
the beneficial ownership thresholds under the Prevention of Money Laundering (PMLA) Rules.

e The 60-Day Fast-Track Mechanism: To support the "Make in India" initiative, the government has
introduced a definitive 60-day timeline for processing investment *
proposals in critical manufacturing sectors. These include capital . '\!
goods, electronic components, polysilicon, and solar ingot-wafers— |
areas where India currently faces a significant technology gap.

- .
f
o Safeguarding "Resident Control": Even under the relaxed norms, l ’

the policy mandates that majority shareholding and effective

control of the investee entity must remain with resident Indian citizens or Indian-owned entities at
all times. This ensures that strategic decision-making power does not shift to foreign adversaries.

e Focus on Global Supply Chains: The relaxation is primarily aimed at integrating India into global
electronics and green energy supply chains. By allowing "small-ticket" Chinese investments (which
were previously stalled for 6 years), Indian firms can now more easily enter into joint ventures to
access niche technologies and scale up manufacturing.

e Mandatory Reporting to DPIIT: While the 10% threshold bypasses prior government approval, the
investee company is still required to report all relevant details of the transaction to the Department
for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) to ensure continuous monitoring of capital
inflows.

Key Definitions
e Press Note 3 (2020): A policy directive issued during the COVID-19 pandemic to prevent
"opportunistic takeovers" of distressed Indian companies by entities from countries sharing land
borders with India.

o Beneficial Ownership: The natural person(s) who ultimately own or control an investment. The
2026 amendment adopts the PMLA Rules 2005 criteria to define this.

e Automatic Route: An investment entry route where the foreign investor or the Indian company does
not require any prior approval from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) or the Government of India.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o Article 73: Extends the executive power of the Union to matters with respect to which Parliament

has power to make laws, under which FDI policies are formulated.

o FEMA (Foreign Exchange Management Act), 1999: The primary legal statute governing all
foreign exchange transactions and FDI in India.

e PMLA (Prevention of Money Laundering) Rules, 2005: Now used as the benchmark for
identifying "control" and "ownership" in border-country investments.

L
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Conclusion

The relaxation of Press Note 3 represents a "pragmatic recalibration" of India’s economic diplomacy. By
shifting from a total block to a 10% automatic threshold, India is attempting to balance its hunger for
manufacturing capital and technology with its non-negotiable national security concerns. This move is
expected to particularly benefit the startup ecosystem and the electronics manufacturing sector, which have
struggled with a "funding winter" and supply chain bottlenecks since 2020.

13. APEDA’S Strategic Push for Agri-Exports at AAHAR 2026

e Milestone in Export Revenue: India’s agricultural and processed food exports have surpassed the
significant threshold of X5 lakh crore annually, marking a decade of robust growth in the export of
pulses, fruits, vegetables, and processed items.

o Expansion through Trade Diplomacy: Recent Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with the UAE,
Australia, and EFTA nations (including Switzerland) have provided preferential market access to
nearly two-thirds of global trade, benefiting MSMEs and farmers.

o Knowledge-Driven Strategy: Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development
Authority (APEDA), in collaboration with ICRIER, released specialized research reports for
products like cucumber, cashew, pineapple, and pomegranate to enhance supply chain efficiency and
global competitiveness.

o Innovation in Packaging and GI Branding: New technical
packaging standards developed with the Indian Institute of
Packaging (IIP) were launched for GI-tagged products,
including Karbi Anglong Ginger and Prayagraj Surkha Guava,
to improve shelf life and international appeal.

e Focus on Emerging Segments: The 40th edition of AAHAR .'M'q 2‘025 i 5’12‘".,, NEW DELHI

emphasized high-growth sectors such as Basmati rice, organic
produce, and sustainable plant-based food alternatives,
reflecting shifting global consumer preferences.

o Collaborative Federalism: The event featured pavilions from
over 18 states, integrating local producer organizations and
startups into the global B2B ecosystem to showcase region-
specific agricultural strengths.

Key Definitions and Institutional Framework
e APEDA: The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority is a
statutory body established under the APEDA Act, 1985. It functions under the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry to promote the export of scheduled products.

e GI Tag (Geographical Indication): A sign used on products that have a specific geographical
origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin (e.g., Jalgaon Banana). It is
governed by the GI of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999.

e EFTA (European Free Trade Association): An intergovernmental organization of Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland, recently engaged with India for broad-based trade and
economic partnership.
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Constitutional and Legal Provisions
e Article 246 (Seventh Schedule): While "Agriculture" is a State Subject (Entry 14, List II), "Inter-
state trade and commerce" and "Establishment of standards of quality for goods to be exported" fall
under the Union List (Entries 42 and 51, List I), giving the Center the mandate for export promotion.

e Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation) Act, 1992: Provides the primary legal framework
for the development and regulation of foreign trade by facilitating imports into and augmenting
exports from India.

Conclusion

The participation of APEDA at AAHAR 2026 underscores India's transition from a primary producer to a
value-added exporter in the global food value chain. By leveraging FTAs and focusing on quality standards
for Gl-tagged goods, India is positioning its "Brand India" as a reliable, high-quality supplier in the
international market, ultimately aiming to double farmers' income through export-led growth.

14. Strengthening Digital Sovereignty: UIDAI Launches Bug Bounty Programme

o Structured Cybersecurity Initiative: The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has
officially launched its first structured Bug Bounty Programme. This proactive measure aims to
enhance the security architecture of the Aadhaar ecosystem by inviting external experts to identify
and report potential technical vulnerabilities.

o Engagement of Ethical Hackers: A high-level panel consisting of 20 experienced security
researchers and ethical hackers has been curated for this initiative. These "white-hat" hackers are
tasked with probing key digital assets, including the UIDAI official website, the myAadhaar portal,
and the Secure QR Code application.

o Risk-Based Reward Mechanism: Vulnerabilities discovered by researchers are classified into four
tiers—Ceritical, High, Medium, and Low risk. Monetary rewards and professional recognition are
granted based on the severity and potential impact of the reported gap, aligning India's security
protocols with global tech standards.

e Strategic Partnerships: The programme is being implemented in collaboration with M/s ComQOlho
IT Private Limited, a specialized cybersecurity solution provider. This partnership ensures a
structured framework for "Responsible Disclosure," preventing the misuse of discovered flaws.

o Layered Defense Strategy: The Bug Bounty Programme functions as an additional tier in UIDAI’s
"Defense in Depth" strategy, supplementing existing measures such as regular security audits,
continuous monitoring, and penetration testing (VAPT).

e Focus on Data Integrity: By stress-testing the
world’s largest digital identity platform (covering
over 1.3 billion residents), the initiative serves to
safeguard sensitive biometric and demographic
data against evolving cyber threats and identity
fraud.

Key Definitions and Cybersecurity Concepts
e Bug Bounty Programme: A crowdsourcing
initiative where an organization rewards individuals for finding and reporting software bugs or
vulnerabilities before they can be exploited by malicious actors.
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o Ethical Hacker (White-Hat): A cybersecurity professional who uses their skills to find
vulnerabilities in a system with the owner's permission, with the goal of improving security rather
than causing harm.

e Responsible Disclosure: A vulnerability disclosure model where a researcher reports a flaw to the
organization and gives them a reasonable period to patch it before making the information public.

e Vulnerability Assessment and Penetration Testing (VAPT): A comprehensive security testing
process that identifies vulnerabilities in an IT environment (Assessment) and attempts to exploit
them to test the effectiveness of defenses (Penetration).

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
o Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act,
2016: The primary legislation governing the Aadhaar ecosystem. Section 28 specifically mandates
UIDALI to ensure the security of identity information and authentication records.

o Article 21 (Right to Privacy): Following the K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017) judgment,
the "Right to Privacy" is a fundamental right. Protecting Aadhaar data is a direct constitutional
obligation of the state to ensure the privacy of its citizens.

o Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023: This Act provides a comprehensive
framework for the processing of digital personal data, emphasizing the "Data Fiduciary" (UIDAI in
this case) responsibility to maintain high-fidelity security safeguards.

o IT (Procedures and Safeguards for Interception, Monitoring and Decryption of Information)
Rules, 2009: Under the IT Act, 2000, these rules provide the legal basis for maintaining the security
and integrity of critical digital infrastructure.

Conclusion

The launch of the Bug Bounty Programme signifies a strategic shift from a "closed-door" security model to
a collaborative, community-supported defense mechanism. As Aadhaar underpins India’s Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI), maintaining its integrity is not just a technical requirement but a prerequisite for
national security and public trust. This move positions UIDAI as a global leader in adapting to the "Zero-
Trust" security paradigm required in the modern digital age.

15. Comprehensive Development of India’s Frontiers: VVP and BADP Framework

e Evolution of Border Development: The Government has transitioned from the traditional Border
Area Development Programme (BADP) to the more targeted Vibrant Villages Programme (VVP).
While BADP covered 38,715 projects across 16 hensive Development of India’s Frontiers
States and 2 UTs, VVP focuses on intensive, holistic ﬂ q
development of villages directly abutting
international borders to prevent migration and
enhance security.

o Vibrant Villages Programme Phase-I (VVP-I): R e o Aniighcna SRy
Approved for 46 blocks in 19 districts across the ﬁ%@;ﬁ, o @
Northern Border (Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Ladakh, Sikkim, and Uttarakhand). It
emphasizes multi-sectoral convergence, including
renewable energy, tourism, and livelihood generation, with over 2,662 projects sanctioned thus far.

VVP & BADP Framework

-
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o Strategic Expansion via VVP-II: A new Central Sector Scheme, VVP-II, has been approved with
an outlay of 36,839 crore extending until FY 2028-29. This phase expands the coverage to blocks
abutting all International Land Borders (ILBs) not covered in Phase-I, aiming to assimilate border
populations and deter inimical activities.

e Connectivity and Infrastructure: A massive push for physical infrastructure is evident with the
sanctioning of 112 roads and 35 Large Span Bridges (LSBs) worth X2,513.35 crore. These projects
aim to provide all-weather connectivity to 135 previously unconnected villages, facilitating both
troop movement and local tourism.

o Integrated Check Posts (ICPs): The Land Ports Authority of India (LPAI) has operationalized 15
ICPs across borders with Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar, and Bhutan. These serve as
"Sanitized Zones" for cross-border trade and passenger movement, with recent additions in Sabroom
(Tripura) and Darranga (Assam).

e Security-Development Nexus: The primary objective of these schemes is to create "model villages"
that act as a first line of defense. By improving living conditions and providing livelihood
opportunities in sectors like animal husbandry and fisheries, the government seeks to ensure that
border populations remain "stakeholders" in national security.

Key Definitions and Institutional Entities
e Vibrant Villages Programme (VVP): A Centrally Sponsored Scheme (now evolving into Central
Sector for Phase-II) designed to improve infrastructure and provide livelihood in border villages to
reverse out-migration.

o LPAI (Land Ports Authority of India): A statutory body under the Ministry of Home Affairs
responsible for creating, maintaining, and managing facilities for cross-border movement of
passengers and goods.

o Integrated Check Post (ICP): A world-class facility housing customs, immigration, border security,
and warehousing under one roof to facilitate seamless international trade.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
e Entry 1 & 2, List I (Union List): Defense of India and Armed Forces. Border management is a core
Union responsibility under the Seventh Schedule.

e Article 275(1): Provision for grants from the Union to certain States, often utilized for the
development of Scheduled Areas and border regions to bring them at par with the rest of the country.

o Land Ports Authority of India Act, 2010: The legal framework that provides the mandate to LPAI
to manage border trade infrastructure.

Conclusion

The shift from sporadic project-based development to a comprehensive "Vibrant Village" model reflects
India’s revised border management strategy. By treating border villages as strategic assets rather than
remote peripheries, the state is effectively integrating internal security with rural development. The
operationalization of 15 ICPs further complements this by transforming borders from "fences" into
"gateways" for economic prosperity.

L
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16. Bharat-VISTAAR: Revolutionizing Digital Public Infrastructure in Agriculture

o Unified Digital Platform: Launched in Phase-I on February 17, 2026, Bharat-VISTAAR (Virtually
Integrated System to Access Agricultural Resources) is a nationwide, Al-powered, voice-first Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI) designed to provide real-time, location-specific agricultural advisories.

o Budgetary Allocation & Multilingual Reach: Introduced in the Union Budget 2026-27 with an
allocation of X150 crore, the platform is currently available in Hindi and English, with plans to
expand to 9 additional regional languages within the next six months.

o Core Functionality: The tool leverages Artificial Intelligence to deliver personalized insights on
crop management, weather patterns, market prices, soil health, and pest alerts by integrating data
from the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and other scientific sources.

e Inclusive Access Channels: To ensure the inclusion of small and marginal farmers, the platform is
accessible via a dedicated toll-free number (155261), an Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS)
for non-smartphone users, a web portal, and a mobile application.

o Integration of Central Schemes: Phase-I streamlines access to 10 major schemes, including PM-
KISAN, PMFBY (Fasal Bima), Kisan Credit Card (KCC), Soil Health Card, and the Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund (AIF), creating a single-window service delivery model.

o Data Security and Privacy: The platform is built in strict compliance with the Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, and MeitY cybersecurity guidelines, featuring periodic audits by
CERT-In to ensure robust data sovereignty for farmers.

Key Definitions
o Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): A shared digital network (like Aadhaar or UPI) that enables
the delivery of public and private services at a societal scale.

e Voice-First Al: A technology interface where the primary mode of interaction is through spoken
language, crucial for bypassing literacy barriers in rural populations.

e IVRS (Interactive Voice Response System): A technology that allows humans to interact with a
computer-operated phone system through the use of voice and DTMF tones input via a keypad.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 38: Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) directing the State to secure a social order for
the promotion of the welfare of the people and minimize inequalities in income and status.

o Entry 14, State List (Schedule VII): Agriculture, including agricultural education and research;
however, the Union provides support through DPI and central schemes under economic and social
planning (Concurrent List).

o Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023: The primary legal framework ensuring that
the personal data of farmers processed by the Bharat-VISTAAR platform is handled with consent,
transparency, and accountability.

o IT Act, 2000: Provides the legal recognition for electronic governance and sets the standards for
cyber security and data protection in India.
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Additional Key Points for Examination
o Bridging the Digital Divide: By providing IVRS and voice-based Al, Bharat-VISTAAR addresses
the "last-mile" connectivity issue for farmers who do not own smartphones or have limited internet
literacy.

e Scientific Agriculture: The integration with ICAR ensures that the "Lab-to-Land" transition is
accelerated, providing farmers with evidence-based practices rather than traditional trial-and-error
methods.

o Convergence of Services: The platform acts as a "Super App" for agriculture, reducing the
administrative burden on farmers who previously had to navigate multiple portals for different
subsidies and insurance claims.

Conclusion

Bharat-VISTAAR represents a significant leap in India's journey toward "Digital Agriculture." By
combining Artificial Intelligence with the principles of Digital Public Infrastructure, the government is not
just providing information but is empowering the agrarian community with a tool for precision farming. Its
success will depend on its ability to effectively scale into regional dialects and maintain the trust of users
through stringent data privacy measures, eventually transforming Indian agriculture from a subsistence-
based model to a data-driven, profitable enterprise.

17. Parliamentary Panel Proposal for High-Level Committee on Urban Infrastructure

e Need for Integrated Strategy: The Standing Committee on Housing and Urban Affairs has
recommended the formation of a High-Level Expert Committee to create a long-term urban
investment and strategy framework tailored for the vision of "Viksit Bharat 2047."

e Gap in Projections: The panel highlighted that the last comprehensive assessment was by the High
Powered Expert Committee (HPEC) in 2011, which only provided projections until 2031; currently,
no national-level evaluation exists for demands beyond 2030.

e Critique of Scheme-Driven Models: While acknowledging flagship missions like AMRUT 2.0,
SBM-U 2.0, and PMAY-U 2.0, the committee noted these remain "sector-specific" and "scheme-
driven," lacking a holistic integration necessary for future urban resilience.

e Governance and Capacity Building: The proposed committee is expected to assess not just
financing needs, but also critical governance reforms and capacity-building imperatives to prevent
fragmented planning and resource misallocation.

o Urbanization-Growth Linkage: Referencing NITI Aayog's "Cities as Engines of Growth" report,
the panel emphasized that planned urbanization is directly correlated with GDP growth, as nearly
75% of Indians are expected to reside in cities by 2030.

o Financing Stress Mitigation: An integrated framework is deemed essential to alleviate future
financing stress and ensure that the rapid transition from rural to urban does not lead to infrastructure
collapse.

Key Definitions
e AMRUT 2.0: Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation; focused on providing 100%
coverage of water supply to all households in all statutory towns.

e PMAY-U 2.0: Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban; a central mission aimed at providing "Housing

for All" in urban areas through interest subsidies and credit-linked support.
-
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e Viksit Bharat 2047: The roadmap for India to become a developed nation by the 100th year of its
independence, centered on structural and economic transformation.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992: It mandated the setting up of Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) and District Planning Committees (DPCs) to ensure democratic decentralization and
integrated planning (Article 243W and 243ZD).

o Twelfth Schedule: Contains 18 functional items that fall under the purview of Municipalities,
including "Urban planning including town planning" and "Regulation of land-use."

o Article 280: The Finance Commission plays a pivotal role in recommending the distribution of
financial resources between the Union and States, including grants-in-aid for local bodies to
strengthen urban infrastructure.

e Model Municipal Law: A legal framework developed by the Ministry of Urban Development to
guide states in reforming municipal laws to facilitate better infrastructure and financial management.

Additional Key Points for Examination
e HPEC (2011) Legacy: The High Powered Expert Committee headed by Isher Judge Ahluwalia
provided the blueprint for current urban missions; the new proposal seeks to modernize this for the
post-2030 era.

o Urban Financing Gap: According to World Bank estimates, India needs to invest approximately
$840 billion over the next 15 years in urban infrastructure to meet the demands of its growing
population.

e Smart Cities Mission (SCM): While the panel focused on the HPEC, the SCM's role in creating
"Integrated Command and Control Centers" is a precursor to the data-driven governance the panel
now advocates for on a national scale.

Conclusion

The Parliamentary Standing Committee's report serves as a timely reminder that "project-based" urban
development must evolve into "strategic-vision" planning. As India undergoes a massive demographic shift
toward cities, the absence of an updated long-term framework could lead to unsustainable urban sprawl and
economic inefficiency. A new High-Level Committee is necessary to bridge the data gap and align urban
governance with the trillion-dollar aspirations of a 21st-century economy.

18. Decriminalization and Ease of Business: The Corporate Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2026

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is scheduled to introduce the Corporate Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2026, in the Lok Sabha. This legislative move aims to overhaul the existing regulatory framework
governing Indian businesses by amending the Companies Act, 2013, and the Limited Liability Partnership
(LLP) Act, 2008. The bill represents a strategic shift from a "punitive" to a "facilitative" oversight model,
focusing on de-clogging the judicial system and fostering a conducive environment for startups, small firms,
and Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs).

o Decriminalization of Minor Offences: A core objective of the bill is to replace criminal penalties
with civil monetary fines for procedural and technical lapses. This reduces the "fear of the law" for
honest business owners and ensures that criminal courts are not burdened with non-fraudulent
compliance delays.
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o Support for FPOs and Startups: The bill introduces specific relaxations for "Producer Companies"
(entities set up by farmers) and startups. These include reduced compliance burdens and simplified
filing requirements, aimed at integrating the primary sector with corporate efficiencies.

e LLP Act Modernization: By amending the LLP Act, 2008, the government seeks to provide greater
operational flexibility to partners while maintaining limited liability protections. This makes the LLP
structure more attractive for professional services and small-scale enterprises.

e Reduction in Compliance Cost: The amendments aim
to streamline disclosure norms and governance
requirements, particularly for smaller firms, thereby

&5 JAN VISHWAS

reducing the "compliance tax" that often hampers the P (
growth of the MSME sector. i Wi BILL 2025 2% )
B e et
o Strengthening Civil Penalties: While decriminalizing 205 Vinor Offwnces Eﬁ

minor slips, the bill proposes a more robust In-house iy ",.!12‘ o N
Adjudication Mechanism (IAM). This allows for faster :
settlement of defaults through designated officers,
bypassing lengthy litigation in the National Company

Law Tribunal (NCLT).

o Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) 2.0: The bill is a legislative manifestation of India’s EoDB 2.0
strategy, which focuses on trust-based governance and the removal of redundant legal hurdles that
act as barriers to domestic and foreign investment.

Key Definitions
o Decriminalization: The legislative process of transforming a criminal offense into a civil or
administrative one, where the penalty involves a fine rather than imprisonment.

e Producer Company: A body corporate registered under the Companies Act that deals with the
primary produce of its members (farmers, artisans, etc.), combining the benefits of a cooperative
with the regulatory framework of a company.

e Limited Liability Partnership (LLP): A hybrid corporate business vehicle that provides the
benefits of limited liability of a company but allows its members the flexibility of organizing their
internal structure as a partnership.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
e Article 19(1)(g): Grants citizens the right to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation,
trade, or business. The bill facilitates this right by removing disproportionate legal obstacles.

e Article 39(b) & (¢): Directive Principles of State Policy that mandate the state to ensure that the
ownership and control of material resources are distributed for the common good and to prevent the
concentration of wealth (relevant to FPOs and small firms).

e Seventh Schedule (Entry 43 & 44, Union List): Grants Parliament the exclusive power to legislate
on the incorporation, regulation, and winding up of trading corporations, including banking,
insurance, and financial corporations.

o Companies Act, 2013: The principal legislation for company law in India; the 2026 Bill follows

previous decriminalization rounds in 2018, 2019, and 2020.
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Important Keypoints for UPSC Mains
e Trust-Based Governance: The shift from "Inspector Raj" to "Digital Governance" and "Civil
Penalties" reflects a mature regulatory ecosystem where the state acts as a partner in growth rather
than a suspicious supervisor.

o Impact on NCLT Workload: By diverting technical defaults to an in-house adjudication process,
the bill allows the NCLT to focus on high-stakes cases like insolvency and corporate fraud under the
IBC.

e Farmer Income Doubling: By easing the compliance for Producer Companies, the bill supports the
institutionalization of agriculture, allowing farmers to access better credit, technology, and market
linkages.

o Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): Clearer and less litigious corporate laws are a primary factor for
foreign investors when assessing "Ease of Doing Business" in a developing economy.

Conclusion

The Corporate Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, is a vital step in India’s journey toward becoming a $5 trillion
economy. By differentiating between "serious fraud" and "technical defaults," the law provides the corporate
sector with the necessary "breathing room" to innovate and scale. However, the success of these reforms will
hinge on the efficiency of the Civil Adjudication Mechanism and ensuring that "decriminalization" does not
inadvertently lower the bar for corporate transparency and accountability.

19. PM-DevINE Scheme: Evaluating Progress in the North Eastern Region (NER)

o Strategic Scheme Mandate: The Prime Minister’s Development Initiative for North East Region
(PM-DevINE) was launched in the 2022-23 Union Budget as a 100% Central Sector Scheme with an
initial outlay of 6,600 crore for a four-year cycle ending in FY 2025-26.

o Financial and Physical Progress: As of February 2026, the government has sanctioned 48 projects
across various states worth 36,044.36 crore, covering critical pillars such as infrastructure, social
development, and livelihood enhancement.

e Sectoral Diversification: The project portfolio focuses on bridging identified gaps in connectivity,
power, and social sectors, with three projects in the social and livelihood domains already reaching
completion as of the current reporting cycle.

o State-Led Implementation: Projects are proposed and executed by respective State Governments or
specialized agencies, ensuring that development is tailored to the specific geographical and
demographic needs of the "Ashtalakshmi" (eight NER states).

e Geographical Distribution: Assam currently leads in terms of sanctioned project value (31,402.50
crore), while Sikkim and Central Agencies have shown early success in project completion,
reflecting the collaborative effort between the Centre and the States.

e Future Outlook: The continuation of the scheme into the next Finance Commission cycle is under
evaluation, contingent upon the appraisal of impact metrics and the alignment with long-term
regional development goals.

L
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Key Definitions and Constitutional Provisions

Central Sector Scheme: A scheme funded 100% by the Union Government and implemented by the
Central Government machinery, as opposed to Centrally Sponsored Schemes where costs are shared
with States.

Ashtalakshmi: A metaphorical term used to describe the eight states of North East India (Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, and Tripura) as eight forms of
wealth/prosperity.

Article 275(1): Provides for "Grants-in-Aid" from the Union to specific States (including those in
the NER) for promoting the welfare of Scheduled Tribes or raising the level of administration in
Scheduled Areas.

Sixth Schedule: Provides for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and
Mizoram through Autonomous District Councils (ADCs), which often coordinate with development
schemes like PM-DevINE.

Ministry of DoNER: The Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region, established in 2001,
acts as the nodal agency for the socio-economic development of the region and coordinates between
Central Ministries and State Governments.

Conclusion

The scheme addresses the "Development-Security Link" by reducing the alienation of border regions
through economic integration. It also serves as a prime example of "Cooperative Federalism," where the
Union provides the capital and the States provide the implementation framework. From a strategic
perspective, the development of the NER is crucial for countering regional insurgencies and enhancing
India's connectivity with ASEAN nations. Candidates should evaluate PM-DevINE alongside other
initiatives like the Gati Shakti Master Plan and the Vibrant Villages Programme to understand the holistic
approach toward India's frontier development.

20. Achieving the Milestone of 10,000 Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs)

o Successful Scaling of the Central Sector Scheme: The Government of India has achieved its target
of registering 10,000 FPOs across the country as of March 1, 2026, under the dedicated Central
Sector Scheme for "Formation and Promotion of 10,000 FPOs."

e Focus on Gender Inclusivity: A significant highlight of this milestone is the registration of 1,175
FPOs exclusively comprising 100% women members, ensuring the integration of women into the
formal agricultural value chain.

o Massive Women Participation: Beyond women-only FPOs, the scheme has successfully brought
approximately 23.55 lakh women farmers into the FPO fold nationwide, promoting gender-equitable
agricultural growth.

o Institutional Support Mechanism: The scheme provides a robust ecosystem for small and marginal
farmers by offering financial assistance, technical handholding, and credit guarantee covers to ensure
the sustainability of these collective entities.

-
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o Enhancing Collective Bargaining: By organizing into FPOs, farmers benefit from economies of
scale, better access to quality inputs, modern technology, and improved bargaining power in the
marketplace.

o Shift to Market-Linked Agriculture: The milestone represents a transition from traditional
subsistence farming to a more organized, market-linked, and business-oriented agricultural model,
crucial for doubling farmers' income.

Key Definitions and Constitutional Provisions

Farmer Producer Organisation (FPO): A legal entity formed by primary producers, viz. farmers,
milk producers, fishermen, etc. It can be a Producer Company or a Cooperative Society that
facilitates business activities related to the agricultural produce of its members.

Central Sector Scheme: A scheme entirely funded by the Central Government, focusing on subjects
within the Union List or strategically vital national goals.

Article 43: A Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) that mandates the State to promote cottage
industries on an individual or cooperative basis in rural areas.

Article 43B: Inserted by the 97th Constitutional Amendment Act, it directs the State to promote
voluntary formation, autonomous functioning, democratic control, and professional management of
cooperative societies.

Schedule 7 (Entry 14 of State List): Agriculture is primarily a State subject; however, the Union
intervenes through Central Sector Schemes to provide uniform national standards and financial
support for structural reforms.

Conclusion

The registration of 10,000 FPOs marks a structural shift in Indian agriculture, moving from
individual fragmented holdings to collective economic strength. The specific emphasis on 100%
women-led FPOs serves as a powerful tool for rural women's empowerment and financial
independence. While the quantitative target has been met, the focus must now shift toward the
qualitative "functional sustainability" of these FPOs, ensuring they have access to post-harvest
infrastructure and global value chains. This milestone is a testament to the "Sahakar-se-Samriddhi"
(Prosperity through Cooperation) vision, which seeks to make the primary sector more resilient and
profitable.
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GEOGRAPHY & ENVIRONMENT

1. Musi Riverfront Development Project: Urban Rejuvenation vs. Human
Displacement

e Project Scope and Vision: The Telangana government aims to transform the 55 km Hyderabad
stretch of the Musi River from a seasonal sewage-filled channel into a perennial urban waterfront.
The plan includes leisure spaces, heritage restoration, and a cultural precinct featuring a "world-
tallest" Gandhi statue at the confluence of the Musa and Esi rivulets.

o Hydrological Engineering: To ensure year-round flow, the project proposes channeling 2.5 tmcft of
water from the Godavari River via the Mallanna Sagar Reservoir into the twin flood-control
reservoirs, Osman Sagar and Himayat Sagar.

e Environmental Remediation: Addressing the severe pollution levels, the government plans to add
39 new Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) to the existing 31, aiming to treat all urban discharge before
it enters the river system.

e Socio-Economic Conflict: The project has faced intense backlash due to the forced eviction of slum
dwellers from the riverbed. Activists under the "Musi Jan Andolan" umbrella criticize the
government for prioritizing aesthetic development over the rehabilitation rights of long-term
residents.

e Funding and Administrative Status: The
first phase has received in-principle approval
from the Asian Development Bank (ADB).
However, controversy persists as land
acquisition notifications were issued before the
final Detailed Project Report (DPR) was made
available for public scrutiny.

e Geographical Context: Originating in the
Ananthagiri Hills, the Musi is a tributary of the
Krishna River. Historically, it is known for the
devastating 1908 floods, which led to the creation of the city's modern flood protection
infrastructure.

Key Definitions
o Perennial River: A stream or river that has continuous flow in parts of its bed throughout the year
during years of normal rainfall.

o TMCFT: Abbreviation for Thousand Million Cubic Feet, a unit of volume commonly used in India
to measure the capacity of reservoirs and river flow.

e Riverfront Development: An urban planning approach that focuses on the ecological restoration
and commercial/recreational enhancement of land adjacent to a river.

Constitutional & Legal Framework
e Article 21: The Right to Life includes the right to a clean environment and, by judicial extension, the
right to livelihood and shelter, which are central to the displacement debate.
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o The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013 (LARR): This Act mandates a social impact assessment and ensures that
displaced persons are adequately compensated and resettled.

e Article 48A: A Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) that directs the State to endeavor to
protect and improve the environment and safeguard the forests and wildlife.

o Article 51A(g): A Fundamental Duty of citizens to protect and improve the natural environment,
including forests, lakes, rivers, and wildlife.

Additional Important Keypoints
o Historical Significance: The 1908 Musi floods were a turning point for Hyderabad's urban planning,
leading to the birth of the City Improvement Trust and planned drainage systems.

o Inter-Basin Transfer: The proposal to bring Godavari water to the Musi represents a significant
inter-basin water transfer project, which has its own set of ecological and federal implications.

e Consortium Approach: The preparation of the DPR by a five-company consortium indicates an
attempt to bring international urban design standards to the project.

Conclusion

The Musi Riverfront Development Project represents a classic urban governance dilemma: the need for
environmental restoration and modernization versus the protection of vulnerable communities. While the
rejuvenation of a ""dead" river is essential for Hyderabad's ecological health, the success of the project hinges
on a "people-first" approach to resettlement and transparent administrative processes.

2. Technology-Driven District-Level Early Warning Systems (EWS) for Disasters

e Operationalizing District-Level EWS: The India Meteorological Department (IMD) now provides
district-wise weather updates four times daily, with a seven-day validity. This system focuses on
high-impact events like heavy rainfall and cyclones, ensuring that local authorities have actionable
data for immediate disaster response.

o Nodal Agencies and Flood Forecasting: The Central Water Commission (CWC) serves as the
primary agency for flood alerts, operating 350 forecasting stations. This includes 150 inflow stations
for dams and 200 level stations for rivers, providing a critical lead time of up to seven days through
advanced mathematical modelling.

e Granular Monitoring via C-Flood &
Flood Watch: The "C-Flood" platform
offers village-level inundation maps tsa
for the Godavari, Tapi, and Mahanadi District-level Early Warning Systems for Floods and Cyclones Operational Across

» Lapi, y g Sy Y p
. . . Vulnerable Districts: Dr. Jitendra Singh in Lok Sabha
basins using 2D hydrodynamic
modelling_ Complementing thlS the Technology-Driven Early Warning Systems Strengthening Disaster Preparedness, says Dr Jitendra
. o Singh in Lok Sabha
"Flood Watch India" app provides real-
time status updates for 500 monitoring
stations and 150 reservoirs.

Ministry of Earth Sciences

/ Cmggmm

Flood Watch India App Provides Real-Time Alerts from 200 Forecasting Stations: Dr Jitendra Singh

Government Enhancing Public Awareness and Local Response to Early Weather Warnings, says Dr
Jitendra Singh

Posted On: 11 MAR 2026 7:18PM by PIB Delhi

o Last-Mile Connectivity and Fishermen Safety: Dissemination is streamlined through the Common
Alerting Protocol (CAP) and the NAVIC satellite system. Special provisions for deep-sea fishermen
include alerts via INCOIS and All India Radio, ensuring no "communication dark zones" during

maritime emergencies.
-

9972258970 / 9740702455 45



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

o Institutional Synergy: The system integrates central agencies (IMD, CWC, INCOIS) with State
Disaster Management Authorities (SDMAs). Warnings are channeled through State Emergency
Operation Centres (SEOCs) to local sirens and mobile alerts, creating an end-to-end disaster
communication loop.

o Financial Backing for Mitigation: Strengthening of EWS infrastructure is funded through the State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) and State Disaster Mitigation Fund (SDMF), with additional
support from national-level funds (NDRF/NDMF) based on gravity and requirements.

Key Definitions and Digital Platforms
e Common Alerting Protocol (CAP): An international standard format for emergency alerts and
public warnings, designed for "all-hazards" over all types of networks.

o Inundation Forecasting: The process of predicting the extent, depth, and duration of flooding in a
specific area, often visualized through color-coded maps (Red, Orange, Yellow).

e Quantitative Precipitation Forecast (QPF): A technical estimate of the amount of liquid
precipitation expected to fall in a specified area over a set period.

o NAVIC (Navigation with Indian Constellation): India's autonomous regional satellite navigation
system, used here for transmitting emergency messages to fishermen beyond the range of terrestrial
mobile networks.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
o Disaster Management Act, 2005: The primary legal framework that mandates the creation of the
NDMA (National) and SDMAs (State). It provides the statutory basis for the "National Policy on
Disaster Management."

o Article 21 (Right to Life): The Supreme Court has interpreted the right to a safe environment and
protection from man-made/preventable disasters as an extension of the Fundamental Right to Life.

e Entry 23, List III (Concurrent List): "Social security and social insurance; employment and
unemployment," often used in the context of disaster relief, though Disaster Management as a
specific subject is handled through the residuary powers of the Union and coordinated federalism.

Conclusion

The shift from a "reactive" to a "proactive" disaster management paradigm is evident in the deployment of
high-resolution tools like C-Flood and NAVIC-linked alerts. By bridging the gap between scientific data and
local-level dissemination, India is moving toward a "Zero Casualty" goal for recurring natural hazards. The
success of these systems, however, depends on the continuous technological upgrading of last-mile
infrastructure and sustained community awareness programs.

3. Discovery of Gynandromorphy in Vela Carli: Ecological Significance in Silent Valley

Context: Researchers from the Centre for Conservation Ecology, MES Mampad College, and the
Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) have documented a rare biological phenomenon in a freshwater crab, Vela
carli, within the Silent Valley National Park, Kerala. This discovery marks the first reported instance of
"gynandromorphy" in the Gecarcinucidae tamily of crabs.
e Rare Phenomenon of Gynandromorphy: Unlike hermaphroditism, where an organism may have
functional organs of both sexes, gynandromorphy is a condition where an individual exhibits a
biological mosaic—different parts of the body possess distinct male or female physical
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characteristics. In these specimens, researchers observed male reproductive structures alongside
female features like gonopores.

o Endemic Freshwater Species: Vela carli is a species endemic to the Central Western Ghats. These
crabs are primarily found in the pristine streams and unique micro-habitats, such as tree holes
(phytotelmata), within the evergreen forests of Silent Valley.

e Taxonomic Milestone: While gynandromorphy has TS DIECOVER N WES R CHATE
been recorded in some marine crab families, this is the S s ). R
first time it has been observed in the Gecarcinucidae was foun displaying both mala and famala biolosical traits,
family, a major group of Old World freshwater crabs.

The findings were published in the international journal
Crustaceana.

o Intrinsic Developmental Cause: Scientists suggest that
the condition in these crabs likely results from intrinsic
genetic or developmental anomalies during early
embryonic stages rather than external environmental
stressors, as the Silent Valley ecosystem remains largely free from chemical pollutants.

¢ First recordied case in the freswater crab family
Gecarcinucidae

e Tree Hole Ecosystems: The discovery highlights the ecological importance of "tree holes" in
tropical rainforests. These small, water-filled cavities serve as critical refugia and breeding grounds
for endemic fauna, often harboring yet-to-be-discovered biological mysteries.

e Collaboration in Research: The study underscores the importance of multi-institutional
collaboration, involving the ZSI and local academic centers, in mapping the specialized biodiversity
of India’s Western Ghats, a designated UNESCO World Heritage site.

Key Definitions and Biological Concepts
e Gynandromorphy: A rare genetic condition where an organism contains both male and female
characteristics. It is typically a result of a mutation or error in the distribution of sex chromosomes
during early cell division.

o Phytotelmata: Small, water-filled cavities in terrestrial plants (like tree holes or leaf axils) that
function as a habitat for various specialized aquatic and semi-aquatic organisms.

o Endemic: A species that is naturally restricted to a specific geographical area and is found nowhere
else in the world.

e Gecarcinucidae: A family of freshwater crabs widely distributed across South and Southeast Asia,
known for their high levels of endemism in the Western Ghats.

Additional Key Points
o Silent Valley National Park: Known as "Sairandhrivanam," it is the core of the Nilgiri Biosphere

Reserve. It is unique for its absence of cicadas (hence "Silent") and its protection of the endangered
Lion-tailed Macaque.

e Evolutionary Origins: The Gecarcinucidae family is believed to have originated in the Indian
subcontinent during the Paleogene period, making them phylogenetically significant for studying
continental drift.
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o Conservation Value: Rare biological traits like gynandromorphy provide insights into the resilience
and developmental plasticity of species in undisturbed habitats.

Conclusion

The discovery of a dual-sex Vela carli in Silent Valley is a significant addition to India's zoological records.
It reinforces the Western Ghats' status as a "living laboratory" of evolution. Such findings emphasize the
need for rigorous conservation of micro-habitats like tree holes, which are often overlooked in traditional
large-scale forest management but are vital for endemic survival.

4. Tropical Forest Forever Facility (TFFF): Paradigm Shift in Climate Finance

Context: The COP30 climate summit held in Belém, Brazil (November 2025), centered on the Tropical
Forest Forever Facility (TFFF), a ground-breaking $125 billion proposal. Unlike traditional carbon credit
models, the TFFF focuses on compensating nations for maintaining standing forests, moving beyond the
narrative of merely "reducing deforestation" to rewarding existing ecological stewardship.

e Innovative Finance Mechanism: The TFFF is structured not as a standard donation-based fund, but
as a sophisticated investment vehicle designed to generate returns while rewarding long-term
conservation. It has already secured over $5.5 billion in initial commitments, including a substantial
$3 billion pledge from Norway.

e Inclusion of Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities (IPLCs): A mandatory 20% of the
performance-based payments are reserved for
indigenous and local communities. This recognizes
their outsized role in forest protection; however,
critics point out that these groups still lack formal
voting rights in the Fund’s primary governing bodies.

e The "Standing Forest" vs. Market Logic: The
facility addresses a long-standing gap in climate
policy by paying for the preservation of intact forests. However, the Global Forest Coalition and
other civil society groups warn that relying on market logic may fail to address structural drivers of
deforestation like agribusiness, mining, and large-scale infrastructure.

e Land Tenure and Territorial Rights: The Belém summit reinforced the scientific consensus that
secure land rights are the most effective conservation tool. To support this, the Forest and Land
Tenure Pledge committed $1.8 billion (2026-2030) to secure the territories of indigenous and Afro-
descendant communities.

o Digital Access and Eligibility Platform: To bridge the technical gap, Brazil, in partnership with the
UNDP and FAO, launched a digital platform at COP30. This tool aims to help forest-rich nations and
local communities navigate TFFF eligibility and build capacity without the interference of
intermediaries.

Key Definitions and Legal Provisions
o Tropical Forest Forever Facility (TFFF): A multi-country fund proposed by Brazil to provide a
continuous stream of income to tropical forest nations based on the area of forest they keep standing.

o Phytotelmata/Ecosystem Services: The manifold benefits humans derive from nature, including

carbon sequestration, water cycle regulation, and biodiversity maintenance.
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e Article 21 (Indian Context): The "Right to Life" has been interpreted by the Supreme Court to
include the right to a clean environment, which aligns with global climate justice demands for forest
protection.

o Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 (India): A critical domestic benchmark for the TFFF's goals, as it
recognizes the individual and community rights of forest-dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest dwellers.

Additional Key Points
e Adequacy of Compensation: Early proposals suggested a rate of $4 per hectare, which many
experts argue is insufficient to compete with the high opportunity costs of land-use change for
agriculture or mining.

e Colonialism in Conservation: Critics argue that if funds primarily flow to international consultants
or government bureaucracies rather than the "boots on the ground," the TFFF risks becoming a
"green-washed" version of old hierarchical aid models.

e The "Sponge City" and Forest Connection: While urban areas focus on infrastructure, the
preservation of tropical forests acts as the ultimate global "sponge," regulating global precipitation
and temperature.

Conclusion

The TFFF represents a transition from "aid" to "payment for services." Its ultimate success will be measured
not by the billions accumulated, but by the degree of power transferred to the indigenous communities who
live within these forests. Without addressing the underlying pressures of extractive industries and ensuring
absolute land tenure, financial mechanisms risk providing a superficial solution to a deep-seated structural
crisis.

5. Protection and Promotion of Traditional Medicinal Knowledge (TMK) in India

India is systematically safeguarding its vast heritage of traditional medicine by integrating ancient
wisdom with modern digital and legal frameworks. This multi-pronged approach ensures that India's
"soft power" in healthcare is both protected from exploitation and validated by science.

1. Strategic Initiatives for Safeguarding TMK
o TKDL: The Defensive Shield

The Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL), a collaboration between CSIR and the Ministry
of Ayush, serves as a global "prior art" database. By translating ancient texts into five international
languages, it provides patent offices worldwide with the evidence needed to block unethical patenting
(biopiracy) of Indian medicinal knowledge.

o Digital Transformation of Ayush

Beyond defense, India is proactively digitizing its heritage through portals like Ayusoft, AMAR (Ayush
Manuscripts Advanced Repository), and e-Medha. These platforms convert rare manuscripts into
searchable, authentic repositories for modern scientific validation.

e Preserving Tribal and Folk Medicine

Institutions such as the North Eastern Institute of Ayurveda & Folk Medicine Research document
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the oral healing traditions of indigenous tribes (e.g., Ao, Tai Phake, and Khasi). This bridges the gap
between localized folk practices and clinical standards.

o Institutional Research Framework

The Ayurgyan Scheme fosters R&D through three pillars: Capacity Building, Research & Innovation,
and Ayurveda Biology. Furthermore, the CCRAS-AGNI initiative aims to mainstream Ayurvedic
practices through rigorous, evidence-based appraisal.

o International Standardization

With over 90 global MoUs, the Ministry of Ayush is promoting Ayush exports and academic chairs.
Locally, the Controller General of Patents has implemented strict guidelines to ensure that existing
traditional knowledge is not wrongly patented as "new" inventions.

2. Core Concepts & Definitions

Term Definition

Any existing evidence (written or oral) proving an invention is already known. TKDL

Prior Art ) h " B . ]
provides this to prevent "new" patents on ancient wisdom.

The commercial exploitation of biological resources or traditional knowledge without

Biopiracy Yy ! ! - L .

authorization or fair compensation to indigenous communities.
Sowa One of the world’s oldest medical traditions, practiced in the Himalayan belt, based on
Rigpa the principle of Jung-wa-nga (five elements).

3. Legal and Constitutional Pillars

e Article 51A (f): Establishes the Fundamental Duty of citizens to value and preserve India’s rich
composite culture.

o Biological Diversity Act, 2002: Regulates access to biological resources and mandates "Fair
and Equitable Benefit Sharing" through the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA).

o IPR Guidelines: The CGPDTM uses specific "Ayush-related Invention Guidelines" to filter out
patent applications that attempt to claim traditional knowledge.

Conclusion

The transition from oral tradition to digitized, evidence-based repositories is a landmark for India’s
healthcare sovereignty. By bridging the gap between "Vaidya" wisdom and modern patent law, India is
positioning Ayush as a scientifically credible alternative in the global wellness market.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

1. Regional Rupture: The Pakistan-Afghanistan "Open War" and the Durand Line
Crisis
o Escalation to "Open War'': Following a series of lethal military exchanges in late February 2026,
Pakistan’s Defence Minister declared an "open war" against Afghanistan. This follows the
breakdown of a ceasefire mediated by Turkiye and Qatar after initial clashes in October 2025,
marking the most severe bilateral crisis since the Taliban's 2021 takeover.

o Deepening Military Conflict: Pakistan has shifted from border skirmishes to deep-territory aerial
and missile strikes (Operation Ghazab lil-Haq) targeting Kabul and Kandahar. In retaliation, the
Taliban launched a large-scale offensive, purportedly capturing multiple Pakistani border posts and
employing drone warfare to target military installations across the Durand Line.

e The TTP Friction Point: The core driver of the conflict is the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
which Pakistan accuses the Afghan Taliban of harboring. Despite earlier hopes for "strategic depth,"
TTP attacks inside Pakistan surged by 74% in 2025, resulting in over 3,400 combat-related deaths—
the highest toll in a decade.

o Strategic Asymmetry: There remains a stark power
imbalance: Pakistan possesses a conventional air
force and a $93 billion defense budget, while the
landlocked Taliban administration is economically
dependent on Pakistani trade routes and Karachi
port. However, the Taliban utilizes asymmetric
guerrilla tactics and ideological kinship with the
TTP to counter Islamabad’s conventional edge.

e Societal and Humanitarian Divide: Beyond military strikes, the relationship is fractured by
Pakistan's mass deportation of Afghan refugees (nearly 20,000 awaiting US resettlement were
targeted in February 2026 alone). This policy has triggered intense resentment in Afghanistan,
severing age-old cross-border community ties and Pashtun unity.

e Geopolitical Realignment: The conflict is occurring amidst shifting global dynamics, with the US
showing renewed interest in Afghan airbases and Pakistan securing a mutual defense pact with Saudi
Arabia. This emboldens Pakistan’s military establishment to pursue a hardline "externalization" of its
internal security failures.

Key Definitions
e Durand Line: The 2,640 km (1,640-mile) porous border between Afghanistan and Pakistan,
established in 1893. While Pakistan recognizes it as the international border, successive Afghan
governments, including the Taliban, view it as an illegitimate colonial imposition.

o Strategic Depth: A Pakistani military doctrine aimed at establishing a friendly, subordinate
government in Afghanistan to provide a safe "rear area" in the event of a conflict with India.

e Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP): An umbrella organization of various Islamist militant groups
operating along the Afghan—Pakistani border. While distinct from the Afghan Taliban, they share
ideological roots and provide mutual sanctuary.

-
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e Operation Ghazab lil-Haq: (Arabic for "Wrath for the Truth") The 2026 Pakistani military
operation involving coordinated air and ground strikes against militant hideouts and Taliban
positions in Afghanistan.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 51 of the UN Charter: Invoked by Pakistan to justify its "right to self-defense" and "hot
pursuit" of terrorists across international borders.

o Atrticle 1 of the Afghan Constitution (Historical Context): Historically, Afghanistan has contested
the legality of the Durand Line, asserting its sovereignty over Pashtun-majority areas in Pakistan's
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

o 1951 Refugee Convention: Though Pakistan is not a signatory, it is bound by the principle of non-
refoulement under customary international law, which prohibits returning refugees to a country
where they face persecution—a central point of legal contention regarding the 2026 deportations.

Additional Key Points
e The "General's" Status: The current Pakistani military leadership’s rapport with US President

Donald Trump has reportedly provided "strategic space" for more adventurous regional military
actions compared to previous years.

o Economic Leverage: Pakistan’s ability to close border passes (like Torkham and Chaman) acts as a
"chokehold" on the Afghan economy, which relies on these corridors for 80% of its essential
imports.

o Indian Factor: Pakistan continues to allege "Indian collusion" with the TTP and Baloch insurgents
via Afghan soil-—accusations that India has dismissed as "baseless attempts to externalize internal
failures."

Conclusion

The "open war" declaration signifies the final collapse of Pakistan's decades-old policy of using the Taliban
as a strategic asset. What was once intended to be "strategic depth" has transformed into a "strategic trap."
As both nations move toward a protracted conflict, the escalating military asymmetry and the weaponization
of refugee populations threaten to destabilize the entire South Asian security architecture, leaving the
Durand Line as one of the world's most volatile flashpoints.

2. U.S. General License for Russian Oil Imports: Strategic Implications for India

The U.S. Treasury Department, under Secretary Scott Bessent, has issued a specific 30-day "reprieve"
allowing India to import Russian oil that is currently "stranded at sea." This move is framed as a measure to
stabilize global energy markets and mitigate supply shocks triggered by geopolitical tensions involving Iran,
rather than a long-term shift in the sanctions regime against Russia.
Key Highlights & Strategic Summary
e Authorization Scope: The U.S. Treasury order is a time-bound (30-day) measure specifically
targeting oil shipments already in transit or "stranded at sea," ensuring these specific transactions do
not trigger secondary sanctions.

e Objective of the Reprieve: The primary goal is to alleviate global energy pressure caused by Iran’s
threats to maritime energy routes, preventing a sudden spike in crude prices that would impact oil-
dependent economies.
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o Economic Mitigation: For India, the move helps bypass immediate logistical delays and supply
shocks; however, government sources indicate that the era of "deep discounts" on Russian Ural crude
may be ending due to increased competition.

e The China Factor: India faces significant competition from Chinese independent refiners for
Russian supplies, which, coupled with tightening sanctions enforcement, is driving Russian oil prices
closer to global benchmarks (Brent).

o Limited Fiscal Benefit to Russia: The U.S. maintains that because the order only applies to oil
already loaded and at sea, it prevents a "windfall" for the Kremlin while maintaining the flow of
global supply.

e Legal Scrutiny: The Government of India is currently evaluating the legal nuances of the Treasury
order to ensure compliance while protecting national energy security interests.

Constitutional & Legal Framework
e Article 73: Extends the executive power of the

Union to matters with respect to which Parliament RUSSia Asnapshotof o, . Keyshipping

has power to make laws, including "Foreign 3 ga in LT;‘}: actt: Lrncnt 5’ Elc:rl;tre

Affairs" and "Entering into treaties and \ }}?_\1 55%

agreements." National ‘ - | of India’s

fuel reserve oil comes via the

e Energy Security Policy: Aligns with India’s 50 day S ::E:i:-to-lndia a‘::: :zf

"Strategic Autonomy" doctrine, where the state of total fuel in stock Ship mgl J

prioritizes national interest and energy needs over typically take

ot
alignment with specific geopolitical blocs. Reserve breakdown 25-40 days ‘“;"1:,‘

25 days of crude oil & to arrive
25 days of petrol/diesel

o CAATSA (Countering America's Adversaries

Through Sanctions Act): A U.S. federal law that Russian oil imports
remains a background concern for Indian defense value (Jan. 2026):
and energy engagements with Russia, though this $ 1. 98 bl‘l *

specific license acts as a temporary legal waiver. My 1
Key Definitions
o Stranded at Sea: Refers to oil cargoes that have been loaded onto tankers but cannot find a port of
discharge or process payments due to sudden regulatory changes or sanctions risks.

e Secondary Sanctions: Sanctions imposed by a country (e.g., the U.S.) against third-party entities or
nations (e.g., India) that engage in trade with a sanctioned target (e.g., Russia).

o Strategic Autonomy: A functional foreign policy approach where a nation makes independent
decisions based on its own interests without being constrained by an alliance or another state.

Additional Key Points
e Brent vs. Urals: India's refining margins are sensitive to the price spread between Brent (global
benchmark) and Urals (Russian grade). If the discount narrows to less than $2-$3 per barrel, the
incentive for Russian imports diminishes.

e Payment Mechanisms: The 30-day window provides a legal buffer for Indian banks to clear
payments via the Vostro account system or other non-dollar routes without fear of U.S. Treasury
repercussions.
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Conclusion While the 30-day U.S. authorization provides a temporary breather for Indian refiners to secure
stranded cargoes, it underscores the volatility of India's energy dependence. The narrowing discount on
Russian oil and the increasing competition from China suggest that India must continue diversifying its
energy basket and strengthening its strategic petroleum reserves (SPR) to insulate itself from such external
regulatory shifts.

3. Relaunch of Canada-India Strategic and Economic Partnership

The landmark visit of Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney to India (February 27 to March 2, 2026) marks
a decisive "economic reset," moving past years of diplomatic friction toward a structured commercial
alliance centered on energy security and technology.

e Relaunch of CEPA Negotiations: A primary
outcome was the formal signing of Terms of
Reference to resume the Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA). Both nations aim to
finalize the pact by late 2026, targeting a bilateral
trade volume of $70 billion by 2030.

e Strategic Energy and Mineral Security: The visit ‘ ‘ '
highlighted a Canadian $2.6-billion, nine-year » | 4 VTN
uranium supply deal with Cameco. Canada is positioned as a reliable provider of critical minerals
(for EVs), oil, gas, and nuclear fuel to support India’s clean energy transition.

o Institutional Investment Surge: Canadian pension funds and institutional investors (like Brookfield
and Fairfax) have already deployed over Canadian $100 billion into Indian infrastructure, including
telecom towers, renewable energy, and airports, signaling long-term fiscal trust.

e Technology and Al Collaboration: Canada’s deep Artificial Intelligence (Al) research clusters and
stable regulatory environment are being leveraged by Indian IT giants like HCL Technologies,
positioning Canada as a predictable gateway for Indian firms into the North American market.

o Agriculture and Food Security: The partnership emphasizes the role of Canadian agri-food
exporters in complementing India’s food sustainability needs, ensuring a stable supply chain for
pulses and other essential commodities.

e Geopolitical Realignment: Amid global uncertainty, both nations are diversifying partnerships. For
Canada, India represents a "defining economic reality," while for India, Canada offers a rules-based
platform for advanced manufacturing and financial services.

Key Definitions
e Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA): A bilateral treaty that covers trade in
goods and services, investment, and intellectual property rights, aiming for a more holistic economic
integration than a standard Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

o Baseload Power: The minimum amount of electric power a grid must provide consistently. In the
context of this visit, Canadian uranium supports nuclear energy as a clean baseload source to
complement India's intermittent renewables.

e Critical Minerals: Metallic or non-metallic elements (like lithium, cobalt, or graphite) essential for
modern technologies and green energy, where Canada holds a comparative advantage in responsible
extraction.
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Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 73: Extends the executive power of the Union to matters with respect to which Parliament
has the power to make laws, providing the basis for the Central Government to enter into
international treaties and agreements.

e Article 253: Empowers the Parliament to make any law for the whole or any part of the territory of
India for implementing any treaty, agreement, or convention with any other country.

e Nuclear Energy Act, 1962: Provides the domestic legal framework for India to engage in
international nuclear commerce and ensures the safe development of nuclear power using imported
fuel like Canadian uranium.

Additional Keypoints
e The "North American Gateway': A CEPA would provide Indian exporters a predictable rules-
based entry point into the USMCA (United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement) trade zone.

e Venture Capital Expansion: Beyond infrastructure, there is a growing trend of Canadian capital
entering Indian public equity and venture markets, particularly in logistics and industrial parks.

e Reciprocal Diplomacy: The invitation for the Indian Prime Minister to visit Canada suggests a shift
toward a "sustained and reciprocal” relationship, moving away from previous "episodic”
engagement.

Conclusion

The Carney-Modi summit represents a transition from "reactive diplomacy" to "proactive commercialism."
By focusing on the "Four Pillars"—Energy, Infrastructure, Tech, and Agri-food—both nations are
attempting to insulate their economic interests from historical political sensitivities. The success of this reset
will depend on the timely conclusion of the CEPA and the ability of the private sector to convert this high-
level political will into tangible joint ventures.

4. U.S. Supreme Court Ruling on Presidential Trade Powers and IEEPA

On February 20, 2026, the U.S. Supreme Court delivered a landmark 6-3 verdict in Trump v. United States,
significantly curbing the executive's unilateral authority to impose tariffs under emergency statutes. The
ruling struck down the 2025 tariff regime, asserting that such powers reside primarily with the legislature.

e Judicial Check on IEEPA: The Court ruled that the International Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA), 1977, does not grant the President the authority to impose tariffs. While IEEPA allows for
freezing assets or blocking financial transfers during a national emergency, using it for broad-based
taxation was deemed an unconstitutional overreach.

o Constitutional Supremacy of Congress: The judgment
reaffirmed that the power "to lay and collect taxes, duties,
and imposts" and to "regulate commerce with foreign
nations" is an Article I power belonging to Congress. Any
executive action in this domain requires "clear
congressional authorization."

e Economic Magnitude and Legal Limbo: Approximately
$180 billion was collected under the now-invalidated 2025
tariffs. While the ruling renders the collection illegal, it
does not automatically trigger refunds, leading to massive
litigation by over 1,000 corporations, including FedEx, in the U.S. Court of International Trade.

Trursp Teriffs Ruled Hogal: Whot SCOTUS Decivian Maons for US Econsmy Now
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o Executive Workarounds: Despite the setback, the administration has pivoted to alternative statutes
such as Section 122 (Trade Act of 1974) for balance-of-payment deficits, Section 301 for unfair trade
practices, and Section 232 (Trade Expansion Act of 1962) for national security, though these carry
stricter time limits and procedural hurdles.

o Impact on Global Trade Stability: The ruling introduces a layer of "judicial scrutiny" to U.S. trade
policy. For trading partners like India, China, and Canada, it shifts the focus from purely executive
negotiations to the legislative and legal landscape of the United States.

e The 150-Day Constraint: Under the fallback Section 122 authority, new "temporary" duties are
limited to 150 days unless explicitly extended by Congress, effectively placing the legislature back at
the center of long-term trade strategy.

Key Definitions
o IEEPA (International Emergency Economic Powers Act): A 1977 federal law authorizing the
President to regulate economic commerce after declaring a national emergency in response to an
extraordinary foreign threat.

e Reciprocal Tariff: A trade policy where a country imposes import duties on another nation at the
same rate that the other nation charges on its exports.

e Section 232: A legal provision that allows the U.S. government to conduct investigations to
determine the effects of imports on "national security" and allows the President to adjust those
imports.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 8: Grants Congress the exclusive power to regulate commerce
with foreign nations and to levy duties.

o The "Major Questions Doctrine': A judicial principle applied in this case, suggesting that if an
executive agency (or the President) seeks to decide an issue of great economic and political
significance, it must have clear permission from Congress.

o Section 122 of the Trade Act of 1974: Provides the President authority to deal with "large and
serious" balance-of-payments deficits via temporary surcharges not exceeding 15%.

Additional Keypoints
o Bipartisan Legislative Role: Any permanent redesign of tariff authority now requires a bipartisan
consensus in Congress, as the Court has narrowed the scope of "implied" executive powers.

o Sectoral Specificity: Unlike the blanket IEEPA tariffs, Section 232 requires the Secretary of
Commerce to prove a national security threat, making it harder to apply to general consumer goods.

o International Precedent: This ruling may encourage similar legal challenges in other jurisdictions
where executive "emergency" powers are used to bypass legislative oversight in trade.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court's decision marks a pivotal return to constitutional originalism regarding trade. By
decoupling "emergency" economic powers from "taxing" powers, the Court has forced the Executive to seek
more specific, time-bound, or sectoral justifications for protectionist measures. While the immediate "tariff
war" may continue through alternative legal routes, the era of unlimited, unilateral executive trade mandates
appears to have faced a significant judicial roadblock.
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5. 14th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC14): Navigating Global Trade Headwinds

The 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) of the World Trade Organization, scheduled for March 26-29,
2026, in Yaounde, Cameroon, arrives at a critical juncture for the multilateral trading system. Amidst rising
protectionism and geopolitical crises in West Asia, the 166-member body faces the daunting task of
reconciling diverging interests between developed and developing nations on systemic reforms and
agricultural subsidies.

e Deadlock over Public Stockholding (PSH): A primary objective for India is securing a "permanent
solution" for food security stockpiling. Developing nations demand the right to purchase food grains
at administered prices (MSP) for public distribution without the risk of legal challenges, while the
Cairns Group and developed nations view these as market-distorting subsidies.

o Restoration of the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB): The WTO’s "crown jewel"—the two-tier
appellate system—has been paralyzed since 2019 due to the U.S. blocking judge appointments. India
and the Global South are pushing for a fully functional, independent appellate body, whereas some
developed nations advocate for more informal, alternative litigation methods.

e E-commerce Moratorium and Digital Divide: WTO members must decide whether to extend the
1998 moratorium on customs duties for electronic transmissions. India has flagged significant
revenue losses from digital imports (movies, music, software) and seeks to end the moratorium to
provide policy space for domestic digital industrialization.

o Fisheries Subsidies (Phase

2): Following the 2022 3 i , 7 ‘
agreement, MC14 aims to 14"WTO Ministerial é»ﬂ" ?o_mxé"“'f’_"“
finalize "additional Conference k‘*.‘-?" m; SN
disciplines" to curb

overcapacity and —

overfishing. India's stance focuses on "Special and Differential Treatment" (S&DT) to protect the
livelihoods of small-scale, traditional fishers while disciplining large-scale industrial fleets from
distant-water fishing nations.

e Investment Facilitation for Development (IFD): A China-led plurilateral initiative, supported by
128 members, seeks to integrate investment facilitation into the WTO framework. India and South
Africa have historically opposed its inclusion as a formal WTO agreement, arguing that it lacks a
multilateral mandate and could erode the organization's foundational consensus-based nature.

e Geopolitical Disruptions: The conference is overshadowed by the West Asia crisis and unilateral
trade measures by major economies. These disruptions have increased shipping costs and insurance
premiums, necessitating a WTO response to ensure "level playing field" issues in maritime and
energy trade.

Key Definitions
e Ministerial Conference: The highest decision-making body of the WTO, established under the
Marrakesh Agreement (1994), mandated to meet at least once every two years.

o Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM): A tool sought by developing countries to temporarily raise
tariffs to protect domestic farmers from sudden import surges or price drops.

e E-commerce Moratorium: A long-standing agreement not to impose customs duties on electronic
transmissions (digital products) during the transition between ministerial meetings.
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Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the WTO: The foundational international treaty that provides
the legal personality to the WTO. In India, international treaties are signed under the executive
power of the Union (Article 73).

o Article 253 of the Indian Constitution: Empowers Parliament to make laws for implementing
international agreements. Any outcome at MC14 requiring domestic legislative change (like tariff
adjustments) would be processed under this article.

e The "Peace Clause": A temporary legal shield established at the 2013 Bali Ministerial that prevents
WTO members from challenging India's food procurement programs, even if they breach the 10%
subsidy ceiling.

Additional Keypoints
o Joint Statement Initiatives (JSIs): These are plurilateral negotiations (like those on E-commerce or
IFD) that occur among a subset of WTO members. India remains wary of JSIs, viewing them as a
threat to the multilateral, consensus-driven spirit of the WTO.

e S&DT Provisions: Special and Differential Treatment provisions allow developing and least-
developed countries (LDCs) longer timeframes for implementing agreements and greater flexibilities
in trade commitments.

e Global South Leadership: India’s role at MC14 is increasingly defined by its leadership of the G-
33 and the African Group, advocating for "development-centric" outcomes that prioritize poverty
alleviation over market access for advanced economies.

Conclusion

The Yaounde Ministerial represents a test of the WTO's relevance in a fragmented world. While developed
nations are pushing for "modernization" and digital trade expansion, India and its peers are fighting for
"traditional" issues like food security and dispute resolution restoration. A failure to achieve a permanent
solution on PSH or a roadmap for the Appellate Body could further undermine faith in the rules-based
multilateral trading system.

6. India’s Diplomatic Response to the West Asia Crisis

e Overriding Priority of Human Safety: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar emphasized that the
protection and evacuation of Indian nationals in the conflict zone remains the government's foremost
objective, given the high concentration of the Indian diaspora in West Asia.

o Strategic Energy and Trade Interests: Ensuring the a\:/
continuity of energy security and unhindered trade flows @
remains a "paramount" interest, especially as regional
instability threatens maritime routes and oil supply chains
vital to the Indian economy.

o Engagement with New Leadership: Following the death
of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a U.S.-Israel strike, India is
seeking to establish high-level contact with the newly
appointed Supreme Leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, to ensure
diplomatic continuity.
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o Complex Maritime Diplomacy: The Minister revealed that Iran had requested docking permissions
for naval ships prior to the sinking of the IRIS Dena near Sri Lanka, highlighting the precarious
nature of maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

o Bilateral and Multilateral Balancing: India is maintaining active communication with both the
U.S. and Iran, reflecting its "Strategic Autonomy" approach—balancing its partnership with
Washington while maintaining traditional ties with Tehran.

o Leadership Transition in Iran: The appointment of 57-year-old Mojtaba Khamenei by the
Assembly of Experts marks a significant shift in the Islamic Republic’s hierarchy, potentially
impacting the geopolitical orientation of the region.

Key Definitions
e Suo Motu Statement: A Latin term meaning "on its own motion"; in Parliament, it refers to a
statement made by a Minister on a matter of urgent public importance without being prompted by a
question.

o Strategic Autonomy: A foreign policy doctrine where a nation makes decisions based on its own
national interests without being unduly influenced by other states or being part of formal military
alliances.

o Assembly of Experts: A powerful Iranian body of 88 clerics responsible for appointing, supervising,
and—theoretically—dismissing the Supreme Leader.

Constitutional & Legal Framework
e Article 73: Specifies the extent of the executive power of the Union, which includes entering into
treaties and agreements with foreign countries and representing India internationally.

e Entry 10, List I (Seventh Schedule): Grants the Union Parliament exclusive power over "Foreign
Affairs; all matters which bring the Union into relation with any foreign country."

o Entry 14, List I (Seventh Schedule): Power to enter into and implement treaties, agreements, and
conventions with foreign countries.

o Passports Act, 1967: The legal basis for the government's obligation to assist and protect Indian
citizens abroad during crises.

Additional Important Keypoints
o Evacuation History: India has a robust track record of "Vande Bharat" style missions (e.g.,

Operation Ganga, Operation Kaveri) which serve as the template for potential actions in West Asia.

e The "Hormuz" Factor: With 1/5th of global oil passing through the Strait of Hormuz, India's
diplomatic outreach is essential to prevent a total blockade that would spike domestic inflation.

e Security in IOR: The torpedoing of IRIS Dena off Sri Lanka indicates the conflict has spilled into
India's immediate maritime neighborhood, necessitating heightened vigil by the Indian Navy.

Conclusion

India’s diplomatic maneuvering amidst the Iran-Israel-U.S. escalation reflects a pragmatic blend of
"Realpolitik" and humanitarian concern. By prioritizing the safety of its diaspora and the stability of energy
corridors while navigating a transition in Iranian leadership, New Delhi aims to insulate its domestic
economy from a volatile external environment. The situation underscores the necessity of maintaining
"Multi-alignment" in an increasingly polarized global order.

L
9972258970 / 9740702455 59



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

7. The Decline of the Washington Consensus and the Rise of Pragmatic Eclecticism

e The Ten Commandments of WC: Coined by John Williamson in 1989, the Washington Consensus
(WC) comprised ten neoliberal prescriptions—including fiscal discipline, tax reform, trade
liberalization, privatization, and deregulation—designed as a universal "physician’s prescription" for
developing nations in crisis.

o Ideological Origins and Implementation: Rooted in the "Reaganomics" and "Thatcherism" of the
1980s, these reforms were enforced by Bretton Woods Institutions (IMF and World Bank) through
strict conditionalities, often ignoring the specific institutional weaknesses of developing economies.

e Systemic Failures and Backlash: The 1997 Asian Financial Crisis and the 2008 global meltdown
exposed the flaws of the WC dogma,; its rejection of industrial strategy and "trickle-down"

assumptions led to rising inequality, social backlash, and the eventual failure of WTO rounds like
Doha.

o The Myth of Success: Historical analysis reveals that successfully industrialized nations—including
the US, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan—did not follow WC rules during their growth phases,
instead utilizing state-led industrial policies and "infant industry" protections.

o Emerging Alternatives: The 21st century has seen the rise of a "Post-Washington Consensus"
focusing on social safety nets and public accountability, alongside the "Beijing Narrative" of state-
led intervention, marking the end of the "one-size-fits-all" market template.

e Shift to Economic Nationalism: In the mid-2020s, the world has moved toward "Pragmatic
Eclecticism," where trade is balanced with national security, supply chains are reconfigured for
dominance rather than efficiency, and sovereign power is used as a —_—

geopolitical instrument. wnsnlnﬂrnn

Key Definitions

o Washington Consensus: A set of 10 economic policy prescriptions GUHSEHSUS

considered the "standard" reform package promoted for crisis-wracked

developing countries by Washington, D.C.-based institutions. “ﬁ
e Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs): Economic policies, ___Gngune.
including loans from the IMF and World Bank, which require countries ﬁ— ]" ik "'T = -rgaﬁ
R AL

to implement certain internal changes (like cutting social spending) to

receive financial assistance. A Critical Evaluation of the
Principies and Implications for

Nl Bl

o Infant Industry Argument: An economic rationale for protectionism Economic Development
which states that emerging domestic industries need protection from
international competition until they become mature and competitive.

e Pragmatic Eclecticism: A policy approach that avoids rigid ideology and instead selects various
instruments (subsidies, tariffs, public investment) based on specific national capacity and
geopolitical context.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 39(b) & (¢): Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) in India that mandate the State to
ensure the ownership and control of material resources are distributed to subserve the common good
and prevent the concentration of wealth.
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o TRIPS Agreement (WTO): International legal agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights, often criticized under the WC critique for limiting the policy space of developing
nations to access technology and medicines.

o Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), 1999: Indian legislation governing external trade
and payments, reflecting India's shift from "control" to "management" of the economy during the
post-1991 liberalization phase.

o FRBM Act, 2003: The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, which institutionalizes
"Fiscal Discipline"—one of the core tenets of the WC—within the Indian legal framework.

Additional Key Points for Examination
e LPG Reforms (1991): India’s Liberalization, Privatization, and Globalization were influenced by
the WC framework during a Balance of Payments crisis, but India maintained a "Middle Path" with
calibrated capital account convertibility.

e Global Financial Crisis (2008): Acts as the definitive turning point where even Western nations
returned to Keynesian state intervention (bank bailouts), effectively discrediting pure deregulation.

e The Trump Tariff Tempest: Represents the "theatrical undoing" of liberal trade, where
protectionism is used as an instrument of national security rather than just economic policy.

Conclusion

The era of the Washington Consensus as a universal talisman has ended, replaced by a "messy landscape”
where economic policy is inseparable from geopolitics. For developing nations, the challenge is no longer
about blindly following a Western template but about designing context-sensitive policies that balance
market efficiency with social equity and national security. The focus has shifted from "liberalize" to "what
protects our strategic interest," demanding a new consensus that accounts for a digital, multipolar, and
ecologically fragile world.

8. Operation Sankalp: Strategic Naval Escort in the Persian Gulf

Context: Amid escalating tensions in West Asia, the Indian Navy has successfully executed high-stakes
escort missions for Indian-flagged merchant vessels. Under "Operation Sankalp," three warships secured the
safe passage of the LPG carriers Shivalik and Nanda Devi, and the crude oil tanker Jag Laadki through the
volatile Gulf of Oman and the Strait of Hormuz, ensuring the stability of India’s energy supply chain.
e Strategic Maritime Escort: The Indian Navy deployed three undisclosed warships to provide a
secure corridor for merchant vessels carrying critical cargo (including 92,172 tonnes of LPG and
80,000 tonnes of crude oil). This move was necessitated after the tanker Jag Laadki narrowly
escaped an attack at the Fujairah terminal in the UAE.

e Operation Sankalp Framework: Launched in June 2019, this mission serves as the Navy's primary
vehicle for safeguarding Indian maritime interests in the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman. It provides
a persistent presence to deter piracy, missile attacks, and unilateral blockades, ensuring that Indian-
flagged ships are not collateral damage in regional conflicts.

o Energy Security and Logistics: The safe arrival of Shivalik at Mundra Port and the expected arrival
of Nanda Devi at Kandla address immediate concerns over LPG (cooking gas) shortages. The
Ministry of Shipping has implemented "priority berthing" and accelerated documentation to ensure
rapid discharge of fuel cargo into the domestic market.
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o Domestic Production Surge: To mitigate the risk of "dry outs" at the distributor level, domestic
LPG production has been increased by 36% since the issuance of the supply maintenance order. This
internal ramp-up acts as a buffer against the 22 Indian-flagged vessels currently stranded west of the
Strait of Hormuz.

o Diplomatic Autonomy: Despite calls from the U.S. administration for a collective international
naval guard in the Strait of Hormuz, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has maintained a policy
of independent strategic action. India's preference for unilateral or bilateral naval escorts under its
own command reflects its commitment to strategic autonomy in a polarized maritime theater.

o Port Efficiency Amid Crisis: Contrary to fears of supply chain bottlenecks, major ports like the
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA) have reported reduced container congestion, indicating that
the Indian maritime infrastructure is successfully absorbing the logistical shocks of the West Asian
war.

Key Definitions and Legal Provisions
e Strait of Hormuz: A critical maritime chokepoint between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman;
it is the world’s most important oil transit pass, through which approximately 20% of global
petroleum liquids pass.

e Operation Sankalp: The Indian Navy's maritime security operation initiated to ensure the safety of
Indian merchant vessels following attacks on tankers in the Gulf of Oman in 2019.

e Net Security Provider: A role India aspires to in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), involving the
protection of Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) and providing Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR).

o Section 3 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958: Defines "Indian ships" and provides the legal basis
for the government to take measures for their protection during international hostilities.

e UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea): The international agreement that
defines the rights and responsibilities of nations with respect to their use of the world's oceans,
including the "Right of Innocent Passage" through territorial waters.

Additional Key Points
e Vulnerability of the "East of Strait" Region: While conflict is concentrated west of Hormuz, the
Gulf of Oman to the east has become increasingly dangerous, requiring naval escorts further out into
the Arabian Sea.

e Economic Impact: The cumulative cargo of nearly 1,00,000 tonnes carried by the three escorted
vessels is vital for maintaining the domestic price stability of fuel and preventing industrial
slowdowns.

e Information Fusion Centre (IFC-IOR): This center plays a silent but pivotal role in these
operations by providing real-time data on vessel movements and threat assessments to the escorting
warships.

Conclusion

The successful escort of merchant vessels under Operation Sankalp underscores India’s growing naval
capability and its resolve to protect its economic "lifelines" independently. By balancing domestic
production increases with active naval protection, the government is successfully insulating the Indian
consumer from the immediate shocks of the West Asian conflict. However, the 22 vessels still stranded west
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of Hormuz remain a significant strategic challenge that will test India's diplomatic and tactical maneuvers in
the coming weeks.

9. Global Trade Turbulence: The Resurgence of U.S. Section 301 and its Implications

The recent invocation of Section 122 and Section 301 of the U.S. Trade Act of 1974 by the Trump
administration marks a significant shift toward trade unilateralism. Following a U.S. Supreme Court ruling
that limited executive authority on reciprocal tariffs, the administration has pivoted to "temporary
surcharges" and investigative proceedings. These actions, targeting major economies including India, the
EU, and China, challenge the established multilateral trading order under the World Trade Organization
(WTO) and signal a period of intense "geoeconomic" friction.

o Shift to Section 122 Surcharges: After judicial setbacks regarding direct tariffs, the U.S. invoked
Section 122 to impose a 10% temporary surcharge (Feb-July 2026). Legally, this requires a genuine
"Balance of Payments" (BOP) crisis, a claim currently contested by 24 U.S. states and viewed as
inconsistent with international economic realities.

e The Section 301 "Weapon': Section 301 allows the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) to
unilaterally investigate and penalize foreign trade practices deemed "unjustifiable" or
"discriminatory." While historically used to build :
WTO cases, it is now being utilized as a tool for
punitive, unilateral tariffs.

o Targeting India - Structural & Labor
Allegations: The U.S. has initiated two Section 301
proceedings against India and others, alleging

il Investigation

"Structural Excess Capacity" and "Failure to Tl )
Enforce Forced Labor Prohibitions." These e .
investigations provide the U.S. with systemic '

leverage in ongoing bilateral trade negotiations.

e Erosion of WTO Authority: The U.S., once the architect of the WTO's dispute settlement
mechanism, is now its "chief decimator." By blocking the appointment of members to the WTO
Appellate Body, the U.S. has effectively rendered the multilateral "court of appeal" dysfunctional,
allowing it to ignore adverse rulings.

e The "Big Stick' Diplomacy: A 1999 WTO panel compared Section 301 to a "big stick." While not
ruled illegal then due to U.S. assurances of WTO conformity, the current abandonment of those
assurances has turned the provision into a primary instrument of raw power advantage.

o Call for Multilateral Revival: The crisis underscores the fragility of rule-based trade. For
developing nations like India, the strategy must involve active legal participation in U.S. proceedings
and building global coalitions to revive the strength of multilateral institutions.

Definitions of Key Terms
o Balance of Payments (BOP) Crisis: A situation where a country cannot pay for its essential imports
or service its external debt, often characterized by a rapid decline in monetary reserves.

o Unilateralism: An approach in international relations where a state acts without regard to the
interests of other states or its obligations under international agreements.

o Excess Capacity: A situation where a country's production capability significantly exceeds domestic
and legitimate global demand, often leading to "dumping" of goods at low prices.
-
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o Reciprocal Tariffs: A trade policy where a country imposes tariffs on imports from another country
at the same rate that the other country imposes on its exports.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
e Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974: A U.S. domestic law that grants the executive branch broad
authority to enforce U.S. rights under trade agreements and respond to "unfair" foreign practices.

e  WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding (DSU): The international agreement that governs the
resolution of trade conflicts between member nations. Article 23 of the DSU explicitly prohibits
members from making unilateral determinations of violations.

o Article 21 of the Indian Constitution: While primarily domestic, the "Right to Life" has been
interpreted by Indian courts to include the right to a livelihood, which is directly impacted by
international trade barriers affecting domestic industries.

Important Keypoints for UPSC Mains
e Multilateralism vs. Bilateralism: The U.S. move forces India into a corner where it must choose
between a "mutually beneficial" bilateral trade deal under pressure or standing for a weakened
multilateral system.

o Impact on "Make in India": Allegations of "excess capacity" could be used to target India's
manufacturing incentives (like PLI schemes), framing them as "distortive" trade practices.

o Digital Trade & Labor Standards: The U.S. frequently uses Section 301 to push for its own
standards on labor and digital commerce, which often conflict with the developmental priorities of
emerging economies.

Conclusion

The "Double-Engine" of U.S. trade policy—Iegal surcharges and unilateral investigations—represents a
departure from the "Rule of Law" to the "Rule of Power." For India, the path forward involves a
sophisticated mix of legal defense in U.S. courts and proactive leadership at the WTO. Trade can no longer
be viewed in isolation; it is now a front in the larger battle for global strategic autonomy.

10. The Escalating US-Israel-Iran Conflict: Geopolitical Dynamics and Root Causes

e The "Shadow War" Emergence: The transition from a long-standing "shadow war" to direct
kinetic confrontation marks a paradigm shift in Middle Eastern security, primarily driven by the
breakdown of regional deterrence and the collapse of the 2015 nuclear deal (JCPOA).

o Ideological and Existential Friction: At the core lies the "Axis of Resistance" led by Tehran, which
seeks to challenge Western hegemony and Israeli sovereignty, countered by the US-Israel strategic
partnership aimed at maintaining a qualitative military edge (QME) in the Levant.

e The Nuclear Threshold Factor: Iran's steady advancement toward weapons-grade uranium
enrichment acts as a primary trigger for Israeli "red lines," leading to preemptive strikes, cyber-
sabotage (e.g., Stuxnet), and targeted assassinations of nuclear scientists.

e Proxy Warfare and Non-State Actors: The conflict is mediated through a network of non-state
actors, including Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza, and the Houthis in Yemen, which allow
Iran to project power while maintaining plausible deniability, complicating traditional international
law.
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e Global Energy and Maritime Security: The conflict directly threatens the "Chokepoints" of global
trade, specifically the Strait of Hormuz and the Bab-el-Mandeb, where disruptions lead to immediate
volatility in global Brent crude prices and insurance premiums for shipping.

o Shift in Regional Alliances: The conflict has accelerated the "Abraham Accords" framework,
pushing Sunni Arab nations toward a pragmatic security alignment with Israel to hedge against
Iranian regional expansionism and the perceived US "pivot to Asia."

Key Definitions and Constitutional Provisions
Axis of Resistance: A term referring to an anti-Western and anti-Israeli alliance between Iran, the
Syrian government, and various Shia and Sunni militant groups across the Middle East.
Qualitative Military Edge (QME): A US policy concept ensuring Israel possesses the military
capabilities to defeat any credible conventional military threat from any individual state or coalition
of states.
Article 51 of the UN Charter: Recognizes the inherent right of individual or collective self-defense
if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, often cited by all three parties to
justify kinetic actions.
The "Red Line" Doctrine: A diplomatic and military threshold which, if crossed by an adversary
(such as nuclear weaponization), triggers an automatic and often overwhelming military response.
Article 51 of the Constitution of India: While an international conflict, India's stance is guided by
this Directive Principle which promotes international peace and security and encourages the
settlement of international disputes by arbitration.

Conclusion
The conflict between the US-Israel bloc and Iran has moved beyond localized skirmishes into a
systemic regional crisis with no clear "off-ramp." The erosion of traditional diplomatic channels has
left the region in a state of "perpetual volatility," where a single miscalculation by any side could
trigger a multi-front war. For the global community, the challenge remains balancing the
containment of Iran’s nuclear ambitions with the necessity of maintaining the free flow of energy
through the Persian Gulf. India, in particular, finds itself in a delicate "strategic autonomy" bind,
balancing its deep security ties with Israel, its energy and diaspora interests in the Arab world, and its
strategic investments in Iran’s Chabahar Port.

SOCIAL

1. Addressing Financial Toxicity in India’s Cancer Care Landscape

o Rising Disease Burden: India faces a critical health challenge with one in nine individuals at a
lifetime risk of developing cancer, leading to increased morbidity and a surge in the demand for
specialized oncology services.

o The "Financial Toxicity" Crisis: Beyond biological impact, cancer induces severe economic
strain—termed "financial toxicity"—forcing socioeconomically vulnerable families into debt,
treatment discontinuation, or the abandonment of evidence-based care.

L
9972258970 / 9740702455 65



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

e Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE) Gap: While many health
insurance packages cover hospitalization, they frequently How to Avoid
exclude high-cost chemotherapy drugs and advanced diagnostic Fin aﬁCi al TOXiCity
tests, which constitute over 60% of total treatment costs. of Cances B eatment b Indi®

2026 Complete Guide

e The Traditional Medicine Trap: Financial distress often
drives patients toward unproven traditional healers; this delay
typically results in cancer progressing from curable to incurable
stages, eventually leading to even higher terminal care costs.
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o Catastrophic Health Expenditure: A recent Lancet study
identifies cancer as a primary driver of catastrophic spending in
India, where the cost of life-saving medicines remains the single
largest barrier to meaningful digital and health inclusion.

o Systemic Need for Affordability: Bridging the gap requires a multi-stakeholder approach to lower
the cost of next-generation oncology drugs, expand insurance coverage to outpatient diagnostics, and
strengthen public sector infrastructure.

Key Definitions
» Financial Toxicity: The objective financial burden (out-of-pocket costs) and subjective financial

distress experienced by patients due to the high cost of medical care, which negatively impacts their
quality of life and treatment outcomes.

e Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE): The direct payments made by individuals to health care
providers at the time of service, excluding any third-party or government reimbursements.

o Catastrophic Health Expenditure: Health spending that exceeds a certain threshold of a
household's discretionary income (usually 10% or 25%), often forcing families to cut down on basic
necessities like food or education.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 21: The Supreme Court of India has consistently held that the "Right to Life" encompasses
the "Right to Health," placing a constitutional obligation on the State to provide affordable and
accessible healthcare.

e Article 47 (DPSP): Directs the State to regard the raising of the level of nutrition and the standard of
living of its people and the improvement of public health as among its primary duties.

o National Health Policy (NHP), 2017: Aims to increase government health expenditure to 2.5% of
GDP and seeks to reduce catastrophic health spending by ensuring "Universal Access to Good
Quality Health Care Services."

e Ayushman Bharat - PMJAY: The world’s largest government-funded healthcare program
providing a cover of Rs 5 lakh per family per year for secondary and tertiary care, which includes
various oncology packages.

Additional Key Points
e Drug Pricing Controls: The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has previously
invoked "extraordinary powers" to cap the trade margins of non-scheduled cancer drugs to make
them more affordable.
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o Diagnostic Infrastructure: The high cost of PET-CT scans and molecular profiling remains a major
hurdle; expanding the "National Dialysis Programme" model to oncology diagnostics could be a
potential solution.

e The Lancet Study Insights: Highlights that in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), the lack
of a robust primary healthcare referral system often leads to late-stage diagnosis, which is inherently
more expensive to treat.

Conclusion

Making cancer treatment affordable in India is not merely a medical necessity but an economic imperative.
While schemes like Ayushman Bharat have provided a safety net for hospitalization, the exclusion of
outpatient drugs and diagnostics remains a major policy loophole. Reducing financial toxicity requires a
shift toward "value-based care," aggressive price capping of essential oncology drugs, and a massive scale-
up of public diagnostic facilities to ensure that a diagnosis of cancer does not translate into a sentence of
poverty.

2. Regulation of Social Media Access for Minors: Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh
Initiatives

Following the global trend of digital safety for children, the state governments of Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh have announced plans to restrict social media access for minors. Karnataka intends to implement a
ban for children under 16 years of age, as announced during the State Budget presentation, while Andhra
Pradesh has proposed a similar restriction for those under 13, with additional regulations for the 13-16 age
group. These measures aim to mitigate the adverse psychological and developmental effects of excessive
mobile and social media use on young minds.
Key Strategic Summary
o Divergent Age Thresholds: Karnataka proposes
a ban for those under 16, whereas Andhra
Pradesh focuses on under-13s, indicating a lack
of a uniform national standard for digital age of
consent.

e Global Precedent: The move mirrors Australia's
landmark December 2025 legislation, which
imposes heavy penalties (up to $32 million) on platforms failing to restrict access to users under 16.

o Implementation Challenges: Critics and pediatric experts argue that a "blanket ban" may prove to
be a "paper tiger" due to the practical utility of devices for education and the technical difficulty of
age verification.

o Timeline for Action: Andhra Pradesh has set a 90-day window for implementation, while Karnataka
is currently in the stakeholder consultation phase to finalize the operational roadmap.

o Federal Pulse: The issue has gained momentum beyond state assemblies, with special mentions in
Parliament indicating a growing appetite for a central regulatory framework for "Big Tech"
accountability.

o Balanced Approach: Experts advocate for a shift from a total ban to "usage guidelines,"
emphasizing digital literacy and parental control over state-enforced technical blocks.
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Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o Article 21: The Right to Life and Personal Liberty includes the right to privacy and the protection of
a child’s mental well-being, which forms the core justification for such restrictions.

e Article 39(f): A Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) that mandates the State to ensure
children are given opportunities to develop in a healthy manner and protected against exploitation.

o Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000: Section 67 deals with the publication of obscene material,
but newer amendments like the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023 are more
relevant as they mandate "verifiable parental consent" for processing data of minors (defined as
under 18 in the DPDP Act).

e Doctrine of Parens Patriae: A legal doctrine where the State has the inherent power and authority
to protect persons who are legally unable to act on their own behalf, such as minors.

Key Definitions
o Blanket Ban: A total or universal prohibition that applies to all cases without exceptions or nuance.

» Digital Age of Consent: The age at which a minor is legally considered old enough to consent to the
processing of their personal data by online services without parental intervention.

o Paper Tiger: A term used for a law or entity that appears powerful or threatening but is actually
ineffectual or lacks the means of enforcement.

Additional Key Points
o Health Implications: Excessive social media use is linked to sleep deprivation, "FOMO" (Fear Of
Missing Out), body dysmorphia, and exposure to cyberbullying among adolescents.

o Platform Responsibility: The focus of such laws is increasingly shifting the "burden of proof" onto
social media companies to verify age rather than placing the legal burden on parents or children.

o Digital Divide: There are concerns that strict bans might hamper children from marginalized
backgrounds who rely on mobile devices for supplementary educational resources.

Conclusion The proposed bans by Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh represent a proactive stance on "Digital
Hygiene." However, the success of these measures will depend on the technological robustness of age-
gating mechanisms and the ability of the states to balance protection with the educational benefits of the
internet. Without a cohesive national policy, fragmented state laws may lead to compliance hurdles for
global tech platforms and uneven protection for Indian children.

3. Chandigarh’s Milestone: Achieving the '"Fully Literate Union Territory" Status

Chandigarh has officially attained a literacy rate of 99.93%, earning the distinction of being a "fully literate
Union Territory." Announced by the Administrator of Chandigarh, Gulab Chand Kataria, this achievement
marks a historic transition for the city, positioning it as the second Union Territory and the sixth
administrative unit (State/UT) in India to reach this benchmark. The success is largely attributed to the
effective implementation of the ULLAS initiative, which aligns with the transformative goals of the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

e Surpassing National Benchmarks: By reaching 99.93% literacy, Chandigarh has comfortably
exceeded the 95% literacy threshold mandated by the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. This
progress reflects a substantial jump from its previous literacy standing of 93.7%, showcasing the
efficacy of targeted adult education interventions.
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e The Role of ULLAS: The achievement was driven by the "Understanding Lifelong Learning for All
in Society" (ULLAS) programme. Out of 15,556 citizens who participated in the initiative, 14,711
successfully cleared the literacy assessment, demonstrating a high success rate in bringing "neo-
literates" into the formal fold of basic education.

e Closing the Gender Gap: A standout feature of this milestone is the dramatic rise in women’s
literacy, which surged from 90.7% to 99.89%. This near-universal literacy among women is viewed
as a fundamental catalyst for socio-economic empowerment and improved maternal and child health

indicators within the UT. at NEWS
O L

e Human Capital Development: With this "Fully Literate" tag,
Chandigarh joins an elite group of Indian regions that have
eliminated functional illiteracy. This status is expected to enhance
the city’s productivity, digital inclusion, and participation in
democratic processes, as literacy is a prerequisite for accessing
modern governance tools.

o Institutional Recognition: The Education Department’s
"felicitation of neo-literates" highlights the shift from mere data-
driven targets to community-centric celebrations. By honoring
newly literate individuals, the administration has fostered a culture of lifelong learning, encouraging
older age groups to engage with foundational literacy and numeracy.

Chandigarh becomes fu[ly
literate UT

Key Definitions
o Literacy (Census Definition): In India, a person aged 7 and above who can both read and write with
understanding in any language is considered literate.

o Neo-literate: An individual who has recently acquired basic literacy skills through non-formal or
adult education programmes after having missed formal schooling during childhood.

e ULLAS (New India Literacy Programme): A Union Government initiative (FY 2022-2027) aimed
at covering all aspects of "Education for All," focusing on foundational literacy, numeracy, and
critical life skills for non-literates aged 15 and above.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 21A: Declares education as a Fundamental Right for children aged 6 to 14. While ULLAS
targets adults, it fulfills the spirit of the "Right to Education" by addressing the backlog of the non-
literate population.

e Article 45 (DPSP): Originally mandated free and compulsory education; though modified by the
86th Amendment, it remains a guiding principle for the State to provide early childhood care and
education.

e Article 51A(h): A Fundamental Duty of citizens to develop the scientific temper, humanism, and the
spirit of inquiry and reform—all of which are underpinned by basic literacy.

Conclusion

Chandigarh’s transition to a fully literate Union Territory serves as a successful case study for the
"Education for All" component of NEP 2020. The significant leap in female literacy specifically addresses
long-standing developmental bottlenecks. For a nation aiming for a "Viksit Bharat" by 2047, Chandigarh’s
model of leveraging the ULLAS framework provides a scalable roadmap for other states to eradicate
residual illiteracy and bridge the digital-knowledge divide.
-]
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4. Child Malnutrition in Gujarat: Data Discrepancies and Tribal Vulnerability

Context: A recent debate in the Gujarat Legislative Assembly has highlighted significant discrepancies
between different nutrition monitoring datasets. While government officials cite a 11.4% malnutrition rate
based on real-time monitoring, independent surveys and historical data suggest the figure remains close to
40%, particularly within the state's tribal belt.

Data Conflict (NFHS vs. Poshan Tracker): The National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5)
indicates that 39.7% of children in Gujarat are underweight, aligning with the "40 out of 100" claim.
Conversely, the government's Poshan Tracker reports only 11.4%. This gap arises because NFHS is a
representative household sample, while the Poshan Tracker relies on Anganwadi self-reporting,
which may suffer from incomplete enrollment or data entry pressures.

Prevalence of Stunting and Wasting: According to July 2025 Poshan Tracker data, Gujarat faces a
"triple burden" with 32.7% stunting (chronic undernutrition), 7.2% wasting (acute undernutrition),
and 18.4% underweight children. Nationally, the state ranks in the bottom bracket (3 1st) for wasting
and underweight indicators.

The Tribal Malnutrition Burden: There is a stark S M""_":“i"‘" A:"‘c"""""

geographical concentration of malnutrition in =

Gujarat’s "Eastern Belt." Tribal districts such as e

Dahod, The Dangs, and Narmada report stunting -

and underweight levels exceeding 50%. In The — e

Dangs, 53.1% of children are underweight, nearly =

double the figures seen in non-tribal urban centers. Gn‘-vuw-w rediot | Stunted wated Unéermeght
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Methodological Limitations: Experts caution
against replacing NFHS data with Poshan Tracker figures. The Tracker serves as a management tool
for Anganwadi services but may exclude children not enrolled in the system. Furthermore,
administrative pressure on frontline workers can lead to "data smoothing," where actual heights and
weights are not accurately captured.

Comparative State Performance: While some northern and eastern states like Uttar Pradesh
(48.8% stunting) and Bihar perform poorly, Gujarat’s performance is notable because its high Per
Capita Income and industrial growth have not translated into proportional improvements in
nutritional outcomes—a phenomenon often termed the "Nutritional Paradox."

Key Definitions and Legal Provisions

Stunting: Low height-for-age, reflecting chronic undernutrition and long-term effects of poor socio-
economic conditions and repeated infections.

Wasting: Low weight-for-height, indicating acute undernutrition, often resulting from recent rapid
weight loss or failure to gain weight.

Mission Poshan 2.0: A flagship program of the Ministry of Women and Child Development aiming
to strengthen nutritional content, delivery, and outreach.

Article 47 (DPSP): Directs the State to regard the raising of the level of nutrition and the standard of
living of its people and the improvement of public health as among its primary duties.

National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013: Legalizes the right to food and includes the Integrated
Child Development Services (ICDS) to provide nutritional support to children aged 6 months to 6
years.
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Additional Key Points
e NFHS-6 Delay: The results for NFHS-6 (2023-24) are crucial for settling the current debate, as they

will provide the most updated representative snapshot of the post-pandemic nutritional landscape.

e The "Gujarat Paradox": Despite being a leading state in GSDP and ease of doing business,
Gujarat lags behind states like Tamil Nadu and Himachal Pradesh in human development indicators
(HDI), specifically child health.

o Hidden Hunger: Beyond calorie deficiency, many children in these regions suffer from
micronutrient deficiencies (anemia and Vitamin A deficiency), which are not always captured by
height/weight metrics.

Conclusion

The malnutrition challenge in Gujarat is a multidimensional issue that cannot be resolved through
administrative data alone. While the Poshan Tracker is a valuable tool for real-time intervention, the
representative figures of the NFHS highlight deep-seated structural inequalities, especially among tribal
populations. Future policy must bridge this "data divide" and focus on tribal-centric nutritional interventions
to ensure that economic prosperity reaches the most vulnerable.

5. Yuva Sangam Phase-VI: Strengthening National Integration
o Strategic Youth Exchange: Yuva Sangam Phase-VI is a flagship initiative under the "Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat" (EBSB) campaign by the Ministry of Education, designed to facilitate structured
cultural and educational tours for youth aged 18-30.

e The 5P Framework: The program operates on five thematic pillars: Paryatan (exploring heritage),
Parampara (understanding traditions), Pragati (witnessing developmental strides), Paraspar
Sampark (fostering people-to-people ties), and Prodyogiki (observing technological innovations).

o Institutional Architecture: The implementation follows a "Whole of Government" approach
involving 22 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) acting as nodal centers to pair diverse States and
Union Territories for immersive 5—7 day visits.

e Inclusivity and Reach: Beyond regular students, the program actively integrates NSS/NYKS
volunteers and young professionals, having already engaged over 6,000 participants across previous
phases to promote the ethos of "Unity in Diversity."

e NEP 2020 Alignment: The initiative directly supports the National Education Policy 2020 by
emphasizing experiential learning and providing students with first-hand exposure to India’s socio-
cultural and economic diversity.

e Operational Synergy: The program is a collaborative effort between various Ministries and State
Governments, utilizing a centralized portal for transparent selection and nodal HEIs like IITs and
IIMs to host and mentor the visiting youth.

Key Definitions and Constitutional Provisions

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB): A government initiative launched to celebrate the cultural vibrancy
of India while establishing a concrete mechanism for interaction between people of diverse regions.

National Integration: The process of attaining political and psychological unity among all sections of a
-]
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society. Article 51A (f): Part of the Fundamental Duties, it mandates every citizen to value and preserve the
rich heritage of the country’s composite culture. Seventh Schedule (Education): Education is a subject in
the Concurrent List (entry 25), allowing both Union and State governments to legislate and implement
cultural-educational exchange programs. Article 19: While ensuring freedom of movement, such programs
give practical meaning to the right by encouraging citizens to explore and settle into the cultural fabric of
different states.

Conclusion

The Yuva Sangam initiative transcends simple tourism; it is a soft-power tool for internal diplomacy that
mitigates regionalism and fosters a shared national identity. By exposing the youth to the "5Ps," the State
ensures that the future bureaucracy and citizenry possess a pan-India perspective.

SECURITY & DEFENCE

1. Pakistan’s Defense Export Surge: Strategic Implications for India

o Record-Breaking Deals: Pakistan has secured a historic $4.6 billion arms deal with Libya’s LNA
and is negotiating a $1.5 billion to $4 billion deal with Sudan, marking a massive shift in its defense
export trajectory.

e The JF-17 Factor: Central to these deals is the JF-17 Thunder fighter jet (developed with China).
Pakistan is leveraging its "combat-proven" narrative from the May 2025 conflict to market these
platforms to the Global South and conflict-ridden Arab states.

e Third-Party Financing: A unique feature of these transactions is financing by Gulf monarchies
(UAE for Libya, Saudi Arabia for Sudan), allowing Pakistan to earn hard currency and strategic
leverage without "boots on the ground."

e Challenges to India's Parity: Pakistan’s emerging role as a "net security provider" to the Gulf could
dilute India's economic advantage in the region, potentially emboldening Rawalpindi to revive cross-
border provocations under the cover of newfound diplomatic legitimacy.

e Operational Silos vs. Unified Pitch: Unlike India’s bureaucratic hurdles, Pakistan’s military
leadership (GHQ Rawalpindi) directly leads sales negotiations, integrating diplomacy, military-to-
military links, and aggressive pricing.

e Strategic Challenge for India: While India’s defense exports reached $2.8 billion in 2024-25,
Pakistan’s cumulative claimed deals of $13 billion signal a need for India to leverage its status as a
top crude importer to "offset" trade imbalances through defense sales.

Key Definitions
e Force Multiplier: A factor or a combination of factors that gives personnel or an organization the
ability to accomplish greater things than without it (e.g., advanced technology or strategic alliances).

o Net Security Provider: A state that possesses the capacity and the will to deploy military assets to
maintain regional stability and provide assistance to other nations.

o Strategic Autonomy: The ability of a state to pursue its national interests and adopt its preferred
foreign policy without being constrained by other states.
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Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 51: Promotion of international peace and security; while India adheres to UN arms
embargoes (relevant to Libya/Sudan), it must balance ethical exports with national interest.

e The Arms Act, 1959: Governs the manufacturing, sale, and export of arms in India, currently being
streamlined to support the "Atmanirbhar Bharat" initiative in defense.

o« UN Arms Embargoes: International legal restrictions that Pakistan is allegedly bypassing or
navigating through third-party deals, posing a challenge to the rules-based international order.

Additional Key Points
e The China-Tiirkiye Nexus: Pakistan’s production capacity relies heavily on Chinese hardware and
Turkish subsystems, creating a "low-
cost, high-tech" alternative for
developing nations.

e Trump-Munir "Bromance'': The

TOP 10 MOST ADVANCED FIGHTER JETS
transactional nature of U.S. foreign
policy under President Trump may

favor Pakistan as a regional
subcontractor, despite concerns over
Chinese technology transfers.

o India’s Export Potential: India
ranks as the world's 2nd largest

importer but lags in the top 25
exporters. Bridging this gap requires
a "nimble defense export promotion organization" as suggested by experts.

Conclusion

Pakistan’s "turbocharged" defense diplomacy represents a paradigm shift from seeking financial handouts to
becoming a military-industrial hub for regional proxies. While Pakistan’s reliance on foreign components
and legal embargoes remains a vulnerability, its aggressive salesmanship has tilted the regional Geopolitical
balance. India must respond by institutionalizing its defense exports and using its massive market power (as
a top energy consumer) to secure long-term defense partnerships.

2. Strategic Defense Acquisitions: MoD Inks Rs 5,083 Crore Contracts for ALH MKk-III
and VL-Shtil
e Combined Strategic Investment: The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has finalized two major contracts

totaling Rs 5,083 crore to bolster the maritime and aerial combat capabilities of the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) and the Indian Navy.

o Indigenization of Aviation: A Rs 2,901 crore contract was signed with Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) for six ALH Mk-III (Maritime Role) helicopters under the Buy (IDDM) category,
specifically designed for shore-based and ship-borne operations.

e Advanced Air Defence: The Indian Navy will procure "Vertical Launch - Shtil" surface-to-air
missiles from Russia’s JSC Rosoboronexport for Rs 2,182 crore to provide high-velocity, all-weather
protection for frontline warships.
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e Socio-Economic Multiplier: The ALH project alone is set to involve over 200 MSMEs and generate
approximately 65 lakh man-hours of employment, reinforcing the "Aatmanirbhar Bharat" and "Make
in India" paradigms in the defense sector.

e Operational Versatility: The ALH Mk-III (MR) incorporates state-of-the-art sensor suites to
enhance the protection of artificial islands, offshore installations, and the marine environment, while
the Shtil missiles strengthen the Navy's layered air defense architecture.

o Strategic Partnership: While the helicopter deal pushes for self-reliance, the missile contract
underscores the "time-tested" defense ties between India and Russia, ensuring critical technology for
contested maritime environments.

Key Definitions
e Buy (IDDM): Indigenously Designed, Developed
and Manufactured. It is the highest priority category
for procurement under the Defence Acquisition
Procedure (DAP), requiring at least 50% Indigenous
Content (IC).

e Vertical Launch System (VLS): An advanced
system for firing missiles from mobile platforms
like ships. It allows for a 360-degree engagement
capability and a higher rate of fire compared to older rail launchers.

o Shtil-1 Missile System: A ship-borne multi-channel medium-range surface-to-air missile system
designed to provide defense against aircraft, helicopters, and anti-ship missiles.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o Seventh Schedule (Article 246): "Defence of India" is a subject under the Union List (Entry 1),
giving the Central Government exclusive power to legislate and enter into defense contracts.

o Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020: The guiding regulatory framework that streamlines
the procurement process to ensure transparency, accountability, and the promotion of the domestic
defense industry.

e Article 297: Provides that all lands, minerals, and other things of value underlying the ocean within
the territorial waters, or the continental shelf, or the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of India shall
vest in the Union, necessitating the ICG's role in their protection.

Additional Key Points
¢ Role of the Indian Coast Guard: The ALH induction helps the ICG fulfill its statutory duties under
the Coast Guard Act, 1978, particularly regarding the safety of offshore terminals and assistance to
fishermen.

e Layered Air Defence: The Shtil missiles function as a medium-range layer, complementing short-
range systems (like Barak-1) and long-range systems (like LRSAM/Barak-8), ensuring 360-degree
survivability.

o Technological Edge: The ALH MKk-III features a glass cockpit, high-intensity searchlights, and
maritime patrol radars, making it superior to older legacy platforms like the Chetak.

Conclusion: The simultaneous focus on domestic manufacturing (HAL) and strategic imports (Russia)

reflects India's pragmatic "Multi-Alignment" defense policy. By enhancing the Coast Guard's surveillance
-
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and the Navy's interceptive capabilities, the MoD is securing India’s vast EEZ against both traditional and
non-traditional threats. This dual-track approach balances the immediate need for advanced technology with
the long-term goal of total self-reliance in defense production.

3. Geopolitical Volatility in the Strait of Hormuz: Impact on Indian Maritime Assets

e Breakthrough Movement: The 'Shivalik', an Indian-flagged LPG carrier owned by the Shipping
Corporation of India (SCI), successfully crossed the Strait of Hormuz on Friday night, marking a
critical movement amidst a regional blockade.

o Strategic Cargo Volume: The Shivalik carries over 54,000 tonnes of LPG, a volume equivalent to
nearly one full day of India's total LPG imports, highlighting the vessel's importance to national
energy security.

o Stranded Assets: Despite the Shivalik's transit, 23 Indian-flagged ships remain stranded west of the
Strait (inside the Persian Gulf) due to the conflict initiated on February 28 and the closure threats by
the Iranian leadership.

» Navigational Hazards: Ships are increasingly resorting to "digital darkness" (switching off
Automatic Identification Systems - AIS) and manual navigation to bypass GPS spoofing and
jamming, which are being deployed as electronic warfare tools in the region.

o Energy Security Vulnerability: India’s high dependence on the Persian Gulf for energy is
underscored by the presence of 23,000 Indian nationals working on merchant ships and offshore
vessels in the region, with four sailors already killed in recent attacks.

o Diplomatic Efforts: Following discussions between the Indian Prime Minister and the Iranian
President, industry leaders are seeking government advisories, though the Ministry of External
Affairs maintains a cautious stance regarding the reopening of the Strait.

Key Definitions SRl o Morikid S
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« Automatic Identification System (AIS): An *-': 1 \ 9
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identifying and locating vessels by electronically
exchanging data with other nearby ships and coastal stations.

o Digital Darkness/Dark Transit: The practice of a vessel turning off its AIS transponder to avoid
detection by hostile actors, though this also increases the risk of collisions at sea.

e GPS Spoofing: A form of electronic warfare where false satellite signals are sent to a receiver to
provide incorrect location data, potentially leading a ship off course into hostile waters.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e UNCLOS, 1982: The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea provides the legal

framework for "Transit Passage" through straits used for international navigation, which states
cannot legally suspend even during regional tensions.
-]
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e Article 51: Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) that promotes international peace and security
and the maintenance of just and honourable relations between nations.

e Merchant Shipping Act, 1958: The primary Indian legislation that governs the registration of
Indian ships and ensures the safety and welfare of seafarers under the Indian flag.

o Directorate General of Shipping (DGS): The statutory body under the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways responsible for maritime administration and the safety of Indian ships globally.

Additional Key Points for Examination
e Chokepoint Geopolitics: The "Shadow Fleet" (unregulated vessels) continues to operate in the
region, while mainstream fleets face insurance hikes and physical threats, impacting global supply
chain inflation.

o Energy Diversification: The crisis reinforces the need for India to accelerate its "Integrated Energy
Policy," reducing reliance on the Persian Gulf by exploring the Northern Sea Route and African
energy markets.

o Indian Navy’s Role: While the Navy denied escorting the Shivalik, 'Operation Sankalp' remains the
standing naval mission to ensure the safety of Indian merchant vessels in the Gulf region.

Conclusion

The successful transit of the Shivalik, while a positive tactical sign, does not mitigate the broader strategic
risk posed by the closure of the Strait of Hormuz. India’s energy security remains precariously balanced on a
"maritime tightrope," where electronic warfare and geopolitical maneuvers threaten the steady flow of LPG
and crude oil. The situation necessitates a multi-pronged approach involving high-level diplomacy with Iran,
enhanced naval presence, and the adoption of resilient navigational technologies by the merchant navy.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

1. Algorithmic Sovereignty: A Strategic Imperative for India

e Structural Bias in AI Models: Current frontier Al models are primarily trained on Western
datasets, leading to a "Western accent" in their outputs. This results in the presentation of Western
legal scholarship and naval doctrines as the global "default," while Global South perspectives are
relegated to "alternative" status.

o Interpretation of International Law
(UNCLOS): A significant rift exists regarding
Article 58 of UNCLOS (Exclusive Economic
Zones). The Western view allows expansive
military activities (intelligence, combat),
whereas India and the Global South argue that
military maneuvers in an EEZ require coastal-
state consent—a nuance often ignored by
Western-centric Al

o Humanitarian Erasure: Al systems frequently overlook non-Western legal obligations, such as the
"duty to rescue" under Article 18 of the Second Geneva Convention. In the IRIS Dena incident, Al
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initially failed to recognize the legal failure of a vessel departing a scene without assisting
shipwrecked sailors.

o Risk of Digital Colonialism: Reliance on the "U.S. Al stack" or "China Al stack" threatens India's
strategic autonomy. Dependence on external foundational models means foreign algorithms govern
India’s data flows, set innovation boundaries, and mediate national knowledge production.

o The Sovereign Al Stack: Experts argue that India must move beyond being a "vendor of
applications" to becoming a "producer of models." This requires indigenous compute power,
domestic datasets reflecting Indian languages/realities, and ownership of the "algorithmic layer" to
prevent outsourcing national cognition.

e Geopolitical Implications: As policymakers increasingly turn to Al for decision-making, biased
algorithmic interpretations can shift the discursive power in international relations, potentially
undermining India’s stances on territorial integrity and maritime security.

Key Definitions
o Algorithmic Sovereignty: The ability of a nation to develop, own, and control the algorithms, data
architectures, and computing power that shape its digital and cognitive future.

e UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea): An international treaty that
establishes a legal framework for all marine and maritime activities.

o Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): An area of the sea in which a sovereign state has special rights
regarding the exploration and use of marine resources, extending up to 200 nautical miles from its
coast.

Constitutional & Legal Framework
e Article 51: Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) promoting international peace, security, and
respect for international law and treaty obligations.

e Article 297: Specifies that all lands, minerals, and other things of value underlying the ocean within
the territorial waters, or the continental shelf, or the EEZ of India shall vest in the Union.

o Information Technology Act, 2000: The primary law in India dealing with cybercrime and
electronic commerce, though it currently lacks comprehensive provisions for Al-specific
sovereignty.

o Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023: Provides the framework for processing
digital personal data, serving as a foundational step toward data sovereignty.

Additional Important Keypoints
e Strategic Autonomy: Just as India developed the indigenous Space (ISRO) and Nuclear programs, a
sovereign Al stack is viewed as the "third pillar" of 21st-century independence.

e The "Deployment Gap'': Pragmatists argue India should focus on using Western engines to solve
local problems (healthcare/agriculture), while sovereignty advocates warn this leads to long-term
structural dependence.

o Data as a Resource: India’s scale and linguistic diversity provide a unique "data refinery" that can
be used to train models that are culturally and strategically aligned with the Global South.

Conclusion

The transition from being a passive consumer to a producer of Al models is a civilizational necessity for
- - - - -
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India. Without algorithmic sovereignty, India risks a new form of digital empire where its national narratives
and legal interpretations are shaped by external code. Building an indigenous Al stack is not about
isolationism (autarky) but about ensuring that India thinks through its own models rather than someone
else's.

2. Water Contamination: Evaluating Technologies for Fluoride Removal in India

The Union Government has commissioned a targeted research project to reassess and map fluoride
contamination across India. This initiative aims to evaluate the efficacy of current treatment technologies—
ranging from large-scale community plants to household purifiers—to address the persistent public health
crisis of fluorosis. With NITI Aayog estimating 200,000 deaths annually due to inadequate safe water
access, the move signals a shift toward modernizing aging standards like the Nalgonda technique to align
with contemporary technological advancements.
Key Summary Points
o Technological Reassessment: The project focuses on evaluating the effectiveness of existing
fluoride removal systems in at least 10 urban and rural locations, aiming to upgrade the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS) protocols (IS 12742:1989).

e Geographical Hotspots: Fluoride contamination is
primarily geogenic (natural mineral leaching),
concentrated in states including Rajasthan, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, and
Bihar.

o Public Health Impact: Prolonged consumption of high-
fluoride water leads to Dental Fluorosis (tooth
discoloration) and progresses to Skeletal Fluorosis,
causing bone deformities, joint stiffness, and permanent
mobility issues.

o Limitations of the Nalgonda Technique: While historically significant as a low-cost method using
alum and lime, this technique is being scrutinized for its inability to meet modern safety and
operational standards in the field.

o Monitoring Gaps: Recent contamination-linked deaths in cities like Indore highlight a critical need
for better monitoring, maintenance, and operational standards for water treatment plants.

e Vulnerability Factor: Rural and low-income populations remain the most at risk due to a heavy
dependence on untreated groundwater and a lack of decentralized, high-efficiency purification
systems.

Key Definitions
e Fluorosis: A chronic condition caused by excessive intake of fluorine compounds, marked by
mottling of teeth and, in severe cases, calcification of ligaments and skeletal deformities.

o Nalgonda Technique: A method developed in India involving the addition of Aluminium salts
(Alum), Lime, and Bleaching powder to water, followed by rapid mixing, flocculation, and
sedimentation to remove fluoride.

e Geogenic Contamination: Contamination that results from natural geological processes, such as the
weathering of rocks and minerals, rather than human activity (anthropogenic).
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Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 21: The Right to Life includes the right to clean and safe drinking water as a fundamental
necessity for human survival and dignity.

e Article 47: A Directive Principle mandating the State to improve public health and raise the level of
nutrition as a primary duty.

e The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974: Provides the legal framework for
maintaining or restoring the wholesomeness of water and preventing its contamination.

o Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM): A central flagship program aiming to provide Functional Household Tap
Connections (FHTC) to every rural household by 2024, with a specific component for treating
contaminated water in "Quality Affected" habitations.

Conclusion

The government's decision to evaluate and map fluoride treatment technologies is a vital step toward
ensuring water security. However, technology alone cannot solve the crisis; it must be coupled with rigorous
localized monitoring, community-level maintenance training, and a shift from the aging Nalgonda process to
more efficient membrane-based or adsorption technologies. Addressing the geogenic roots of this
contamination is essential to prevent a long-term public health catastrophe that disproportionately affects
India's rural poor.

3. Revision of Bacterial Transcription Models: Breakthrough in Molecular Biology

e Overturning the Sigma ($\sigma$) Cycle: For half a century, the "Sigma Cycle" was the accepted
textbook model, stating that sigma factors bind to RNA polymerase to start transcription and must
dissociate (detach) for the elongation phase to proceed.

o The New Discovery: Indian scientists from the Bose Institute (DST), in collaboration with Rutgers
University, have proven that this cycle is not universal. In Bacillus subtilis, the principal initiation
factor ($\sigma$A) remains attached to the RNA polymerase throughout the entire transcription
process.

e Technological Methodology: The research utilized advanced real-time monitoring tools, including
biochemical assays, chromatin immunoprecipitation, and fluorescence-based imaging, to observe the
behavior of sigma factors within living cells.

e Redefining Microbial Evolution: The study reveals that the release of the sigma factor is stochastic
and dependent on specific protein domains (like the 1.1 region in E. coli), suggesting that gene
regulation mechanisms are more diverse across bacterial species than previously thought.

o Strategic Applications: This fundamental shift in understanding allows for the precision design of
"regulatory inhibitors"—a new class of antibiotics that can block specific infection mechanisms by
targeting these persistent sigma factors.

o Biotechnology Potential: Beyond medicine, this insight aids in the metabolic engineering of
microorganisms to enhance the production of biofuels, biodegradable plastics, and complex
therapeutic compounds.

Key Definitions and Constitutional Provisions

Transcription: The biological process where a segment of DNA is copied into RNA by the enzyme
- - - ]
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RNA polymerase.
Sigma ($\sigma$) Factor: A protein needed for initiation of transcription in bacteria; it enables
specific binding of RNA polymerase to gene promoters.
Bose Institute: An autonomous R&D institute under the Department of Science and Technology
(DST), Government of India, established by Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose.
Article 51A (h): A Fundamental Duty of Indian citizens to develop the scientific temper, humanism,
and the spirit of inquiry and reform.
Scientific Research & State Policy: While not explicitly mentioned in the Directive Principles, the
promotion of high-level scientific research aligns with the state's objective to improve public health
(Article 47) through better medicine and environmental protection (Article 48A) via green
technologies like biofuels.
Conclusion
This discovery marks a significant milestone for Indian science on the global stage, challenging long-
standing Western-centric biological dogmas.

4. India Notifies National Standards for Green Ammonia and Green Methanol

e Regulatory Milestone for National Green Hydrogen Mission: The Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE) has officially notified the emission thresholds for Green Ammonia and
Green Methanol, categorizing them as derivatives of Green Hydrogen produced via renewable
energy sources.

e Green Ammonia Emission Threshold: To be certified as "Green," ammonia production—including
synthesis, purification, and storage—must not exceed a total non-biogenic greenhouse gas emission
of 0.38kg CO2 equivalent per kg of ammonia over a 12-month average.

e Green Methanol Emission Threshold: The standard for Green Methanol is set at a maximum of
0.44kg CO2 equivalent per kg of methanol, allowing carbon dioxide sourcing from biogenic
sources, Direct Air Capture (DAC), or existing industrial sources.

e Renewable Energy Integration: The standards recognize electricity from renewable sources even if
stored in energy storage systems or banked with the grid, providing operational flexibility for
manufacturers under the "Whole of Government" energy transition framework.

e Global Trade and Export Positioning: By establishing clear domestic benchmarks, India aims to
become a global hub for green fuels, facilitating the decarbonization of hard-to-abate sectors like
fertilizers, heavy shipping, and chemical industries.

e Methodology and Verification: The MNRE is set to issue separate detailed guidelines for the
measurement, monitoring, and on-site verification of these standards to ensure transparency and
international compliance for Indian exporters.

Key Definitions and Constitutional Provisions
Green Hydrogen Derivatives: Chemical compounds like Ammonia ($NH_3$) and Methanol
($CH_30HS) produced using Green Hydrogen as a primary feedstock rather than fossil fuels.
Biogenic Carbon: Carbon derived from biological sources (biomass) rather than fossil fuels,
essential for the synthesis of carbon-neutral Green Methanol.

L
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Article 48A: A Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) that mandates the State to protect and
improve the environment and safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country.
Article 51A (g): Part of the Fundamental Duties, requiring every citizen to protect and improve the
natural environment, which is supported by state-led transitions to green energy.
Energy Conservation Act, 2001: The legal bedrock that empowers the central government to
specify energy consumption standards and promote the use of non-fossil fuel sources in industrial
sectors.
Conclusion
The notification of these standards is a critical step in operationalizing the National Green Hydrogen
Mission, moving beyond conceptual goals to precise technical benchmarks. For the UPSC Civil Services
Examination, this is a high-priority topic under

HISTORY & CULTURE

1. Faith and Conservation: Governing Religious Tourism in Protected Areas

o Ecological-Religious Intersection: India’s sacred geography, including shrines, groves, and
pilgrimage routes, often overlaps with ecologically sensitive habitats and Protected Areas (PAs),
where traditional belief systems historically acted as a conservation tool.

e Pressure of Mass Tourism: The transition from seasonal community rituals to commercialized
mass tourism has placed unprecedented strain on forest ecosystems, leading to habitat fragmentation,
plastic pollution, and increased human-wildlife conflict.

e Legal Precedents and SCNBWL: The Standing
Committee of the National Board for Wildlife
(SCNBWL) recently deliberated on proposals for
expanding religious structures within sanctuaries,
highlighting the risk of setting a precedent for diverting
forest land for non-forestry religious purposes.

e The "No-Expansion" Principle: Experts advocate for
a strict policy where no new constructions or
enlargement of existing structures are permitted within
core forest areas, while acknowledging sites that pre-date the notification of the protected area.

e Green Pilgrimage Model: Successful pilots in reserves like Kalakad-Mundanthurai suggest that
"Green Pilgrimage" guidelines—including caps on visitor numbers, night traffic bans, and
community-led waste management—can harmonize faith with ecology.

o Rights of Forest Dwellers: Any regulation of religious sites must be preceded by the recognition of
rights under the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006, ensuring that traditional forest-dwelling
communities are not marginalized in the name of conservation.

Key Definitions
e Sacred Groves: Communally protected forest fragments, often harboring rare flora and fauna,
preserved due to religious beliefs and dedicated to local deities.

9972258970 / 9740702455 81



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

o Protected Areas (PAs): Geographic spaces (National Parks, Sanctuaries) recognized and managed
through legal means to achieve the long-term conservation of nature.

o Standard Operating Procedure (SOP): A set of step-by-step instructions compiled by an
organization to help workers carry out complex routine operations, proposed here for managing
religious proposals in forests.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o Article 48A (DPSP): Mandates the State to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard
the forests and wildlife of the country.

e Article 51A(g): Fundamental Duty of every citizen to protect and improve the natural environment
including forests, lakes, rivers, and wildlife.

o Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Provides the legal framework for the protection of various species
of wild animals and plants and for the management of their habitats.

o Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980: Prohibits the use of forest land for non-forest purposes (including
religious construction) without prior approval from the Central Government.

e The Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006: Recognizes the individual and community forest rights of
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFD) who have been residing in such
forests for generations.

Additional Key Points
o Impact of Linear Infrastructure: Roads built to facilitate pilgrimage often lead to high "roadkill"
rates and disturb the "corridor" connectivity essential for large mammals like tigers and elephants.

o Stakeholder Governance: Effective management requires a "multi-stakeholder mechanism"
involving Forest Departments, Temple Trusts, and local Gram Sabhas to ensure compliance with
environmental norms.

o Biotic Pressure: Unregulated waste and water use by millions of pilgrims can lead to the
contamination of forest streams, which are primary water sources for wildlife.

Conclusion

The challenge of managing religious sites within India’s forests is a delicate balancing act between
constitutional secularism, cultural rights, and ecological integrity. While a blanket ban is culturally and
legally untenable, the "Green Pilgrimage" model offers a sustainable middle path. By enforcing a "zero-
expansion" rule and integrating local communities into governance, India can preserve its sacred landscapes
without sacrificing its biodiversity.

2. Reviving Kashmir's Tourism: The Spring Bloom Strategy 2026

The Jammu and Kashmir government is leveraging its unique floricultural heritage to restore the region’s
tourism sector, which faced a significant downturn following security challenges in 2025. By promoting the
"Spring Bloom" through the Badamwari almond garden and the Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden, the
administration aims to transition toward a high-value, resilient tourism economy modeled after international
festivals like Japan’s Cherry Blossoms.
o Strategic Economic Recovery: Tourism is a cornerstone of the regional economy, contributing
approximately 7% to the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) of Jammu and Kashmir.
Following a sharp decline from 26 lakh tourists in 2024 to 11.16 lakh in 2025, the "Spring Festival"

serves as a critical intervention to regain visitor confidence and stabilize local livelihoods.
]
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o Expansion of Floricultural Assets: The Badamwari garden (37.5 acres) has been upgraded with
300 new almond trees and a 6.25-acre lavender patch. This diversification aims to extend the tourist
season beyond the brief spring window into May and June, moving toward an "all-season garden"
model.

e Security and Tourism Synergy: After the closure of 44 destinations last year due to "Operation
Sindoor" and security audits, the reopening of major gardens signifies a shift toward proactive
security management. The administration is balancing "hard security" with "soft power" by creating
safe, curated zones for domestic and international travelers.

e Cultural and Historical Synthesis: The Badamwari site is strategically significant as it predates the
14th century and is located near the Afghan-era Hari Parbat Fort. The area serves as a symbol of
"Kashmiriyat," housing shrines revered by Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs, thereby promoting heritage
tourism alongside nature tourism.

e Global Benchmarking: The Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden, featuring 1.8 million bulbs and
over 70 varieties, is being positioned as a global competitor to the Netherlands’ Keukenhof. By
integrating modern features like selfie points and digital marketing, the Floriculture Department is
targeting the "social media generation" to drive organic growth.

Key Definitions
e Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP): The sum total of the value of all goods and services
produced within the boundaries of a state during a given period.

e Kanal: A traditional unit of land area used in northern India and Pakistan; in Jammu and Kashmir, 8
kanals typically equal 1 acre.

e Floriculture: A branch of horticulture concerned with
the cultivation of flowering and ornamental plants for
gardens and for the floral industry.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o Article 370 (Abrogated/Post-2019 Status): The
reorganization of J&K into a Union Territory has
shifted the administrative control of land and tourism
infrastructure directly under the Union government’s
oversight via the Lieutenant Governor.

e Seventh Schedule (Concurrent List): While "Tourism" is not explicitly mentioned, it is managed
through entries related to "Economic and Social Planning" (Entry 20) and "Ancient and Historical
Monuments" (Entry 40).

e J&K Development Act, 1970: Provides the legal framework for the planned development of various
zones, including the preservation of green belts and historical gardens in Srinagar.

Conclusion

The revival of the Spring Festival in Srinagar is more than a horticultural event; it is a vital sign of socio-
economic normalization. By diversifying floral varieties and integrating historical sites like Hari Parbat into
the itinerary, the J&K administration is attempting to build a multi-dimensional tourism brand that is
resilient to seasonal and security-related fluctuations.
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3. Historical Discovery in Gadag: Vijayanagara-era Gold Ornaments

e Archaeological Context: A treasure evaluation committee has estimated that 466 grams of gold
ornaments discovered in Lakkundi, Karnataka, are approximately 500-600 years old, dating back to
the Vijayanagara Empire (14th-17th century).

e Artistic Significance: The ornaments feature intricate "Keertimukh" (Face of Glory) and lion
motifs, which were historically reserved for deities or royalty rather than the general public.

e Composition and Value: The collection includes gold embedded with pearls, emeralds, and blue
sapphires; while the bullion value is estimated at T80 lakh, the historical and antique value is
considered ten times higher.

o Religious Implications: Archaeologists suggest the items were likely "Devabhushana" (ornaments
for a female deity), given the specific iconography and the nature of the craftsmanship.

o Discovery Locale: Found at a depth of five feet in a copper container (charige) during house
renovation in Lakkundi village, a site known for its rich Chalukyan and Hoysala architectural
heritage.

o Civic Responsibility: The find was voluntarily handed over to the local administration by the Ritti
family, highlighting the successful implementation of heritage conservation protocols at the
grassroots level.

Key Definitions and Historical Terminology
e Keertimukh (Face of Glory): A common motif in
Indian temple architecture and jewelry, representing
a swallowing monster face with bulging eyes, often
used as a protective symbol.

o Lakkundi: Historically known as Lokkigundi, it
was a major city of the Later Chalukyas, Kalachuris,
and Seunas, famous for its numerous temples and
stepwells (Kalyanis).

e Treasure Trove: Under Indian law, any money, bullion, or precious stones found hidden in the soil,
the owner of which is unknown.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
e Article 49 (DPSP): It is the obligation of the State to protect every monument or place or object of
artistic or historic interest, declared by or under law made by Parliament to be of national
importance.

e Article 51A(f): A Fundamental Duty of every citizen to value and preserve the rich heritage of the
country’s composite culture.

e Indian Treasure Trove Act, 1878: This colonial-era law (still in practice) mandates that any
treasure found exceeding 210 in value must be reported to the District Collector. The finder may be
entitled to a share of the value or the object itself under specific conditions if no owner is found.

e Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972: Regulates the export and internal trade of antiquities to

ensure the preservation of objects over 100 years old in their place of origin.
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Conclusion

The Lakkundi find provides a rare material glimpse into the zenith of the Vijayanagara Empire’s
craftsmanship. It underscores the importance of the Gadag region as a critical archaeological corridor in
South India. For a nation striving to preserve its "Amrit Virasat," such discoveries necessitate a robust
framework for documentation and the strengthening of local museums to prevent the illicit trade of national
heritage.

4. Tamil Nadu Heritage: ASI Approval for Keeladi and Multi-Site Excavations

Context: The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has formally granted permission to the Tamil Nadu
State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA) to conduct excavations at eight historical sites. This includes
the high-profile 11th phase at Keeladi, following a period of administrative delay that threatened the narrow
excavation window (January to July) before the onset of the monsoon.
o Keeladi Phase XI and Clusters: The approval facilitates the continuation of work at Keeladi
(Sivaganga district), a site that has already provided landmark evidence of an advanced urban
civilization in South India, potentially contemporaneous with or succeeding the late Harappan phase.

« Diversified Geographical Scope: Beyond Keeladi, the 2026 excavation season will cover seven
other diverse sites: Pattinamarudhur (Thoothukudi), Karivalamvanthanallur (Tenkasi), Manikollai
(Cuddalore), Adichanur (Villupuram), Vellalore (Coimbatore), Telunganur-Mangadu (Salem), and
Nagapattinam.

o Legal and Regulatory Framework: The
permission was granted on March 13 under the
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains (AMASR) Rules, 1959. This followed
recommendations from an ASI expert committee
and repeated high-level requests from the State
government to align with the local climatic cycle.

e Chronological Significance: Previous phases at
Keeladi have pushed the timeline of the "Second Urbanization" in the Indian subcontinent and the
antiquity of the Tamil-Brahmi script back to the 6th century BCE, bridging gaps in the "Dark Age"
of South Indian history.

o Budgetary and Policy Support: These excavations were a key component of the Tamil Nadu
Budget for 2025-26, reflecting a structured state policy to scientifically establish the antiquity and
cultural continuity of the Tamil civilization through systematic field archaecology.

Key Definitions and Legal Provisions
e Stratigraphy: The primary tool of the archaeologist; it is the study of layered materials (strata)
deposited over time, where the deepest layers are generally the oldest.

e Tamil-Brahmi: An adaptation of the Brahmi script used to write the Tamil language; findings at
Keeladi suggest its usage was more widespread and earlier than previously recorded.

e AMASR Act, 1958 & Rules 1959: The central legislation for the preservation of archaeological
resources. It mandates that any excavation, even by state departments, requires "License to
Excavate" from the Central Government (ASI).
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e Article 49 (Directive Principles): Obligations of the State to protect every monument or place of
artistic or historic interest, declared by or under law made by Parliament to be of national
importance.

Additional Key Points
e Vaigai River Valley Civilization: Keeladi is part of a larger cluster along the Vaigai river,
suggesting a riverine civilization model similar to the Indus or the Nile.

e Maritime Links: Sites like Nagapattinam and Pattinamarudhur are expected to yield evidence of
ancient maritime trade routes connecting the Coromandel coast to Southeast Asia and the Roman
Empire.

e Scientific Dating: The TNSDA utilizes Accelerator Mass Spectrometry (AMS) carbon dating to
ensure global scientific acceptance of the excavated artifacts' age.

Conclusion

The ASI’s nod for the 11th phase of Keeladi and seven other sites marks a pivotal moment for Indian
historiography. By moving beyond a "Ganges-centric" view of Indian history, these excavations provide a
more inclusive and pan-Indian understanding of ancient urbanism, literacy, and industrial craftsmanship,
reinforcing the cultural depth of the Sangam Era.

EDITORIALS & OPINION

1. India’s Strategic Combat Shift: The 114 Rafale Deal and the Quest for Software
Sovereignty

o Strategic Procurement Milestone: The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has cleared the
"Acceptance of Necessity" (AoN) for 114 Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft (MRFA), specifically the
Rafale, in a deal valued at approximately ¥3.25 lakh crore. This aims to address the critical
depletion of the Indian Air Force (IAF) fleet, which currently operates only 29 squadrons against a
sanctioned strength of 42.

e The "Make in India" Mandate: Of the 114 jets, A abp LIVE
only 18 will be in "fly-away" condition. The
remaining 96 units are to be manufactured
domestically, with Tata Advanced Systems and
Dassault Aviation establishing a production
ecosystem in Hyderabad. Indigenous content is
targeted to scale from an initial 30% to a significant
60%.

e The Source Code Deadlock: A major strategic hurdle remains France's refusal to share critical
source codes for electronic warfare and radar systems. Without these, India lacks "design authority,"
limiting its ability to independently integrate indigenous weapons (like the Astra missile) or perform
autonomous software upgrades, maintaining a long-term "vendor dependency."

e Geopolitical Hedging (The Su-57 Offer): In contrast to Western "gatekeeping," Russia has
reportedly offered "unprecedented" access to the Su-57 stealth fighter's source code for co-
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production. This serves as a strategic lever for New Delhi to negotiate better terms with France and
the U.S., though Russian industrial constraints under global sanctions remain a concern.

o Transition to '""Modifier-Exporter': India's recent $3 billion deal to export upgraded Su-30MKI
fighters to Armenia—equipped with the indigenous Uttam AESA radar—signals a maturation from
a mere licensee to a sophisticated "modifier-exporter," marking a new era in Indian defense
diplomacy.

o Fiscal and Industrial Policy: The Union Budget 2026-27 allocated a record ¥7.85 lakh crore to
defense, with 75% of the capital outlay reserved for domestic procurement. This is designed to force
global OEMs to move beyond assembly and build deep-tier supply chains (Tier 2/3) within India.

Key Definitions
e Source Code: The foundational programming that controls a fighter jet's mission computer, radar,
and weapon systems. Ownership of the code is essential for "software-defined warfare" and
independent customization.

e Acceptance of Necessity (AoN): The first formal step in India's defense procurement process, where
the DAC acknowledges a capability gap and approves the commencement of the acquisition cycle.

o Fly-away Condition: Refers to aircraft delivered fully assembled and ready for immediate
operational use by the manufacturer.

e Integrated Air Command and Control System (IACCS): An automated system for air defense
that integrates all ground-based and airborne sensors and weapon systems into a single network.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 246 (Union List): Defense of India and the Armed Forces fall under the exclusive legislative
domain of the Parliament (Entry 1 and 2 of List I).

e Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020: The primary regulatory framework governing the
"Make in India" initiatives and the "Buy (Global-Manufacture in India)" categories relevant to the
Rafale deal.

o Section 3 of the Official Secrets Act, 1923: Often invoked regarding the confidentiality of defense
"source codes" and technical specifications during international negotiations.

Additional Key Points
e Operation Sindoor (May 2025): A massive BVR (Beyond-Visual-Range) engagement that
underscored the IAF's need for qualitative superiority (software and sensors) over numerical parity
against a two-front threat.

o Talent and Infrastructure: For India to move from a "Tier 0 Assembler" to a "Design Sovereign,"
it must double R&D intensity (currently receiving 329,100 crore) and address the shortage of high-
end aerospace engineers.

e The "Trump Factor': The return of a transactional U.S. administration poses risks to engine
deliveries (GE F404/F414), reinforcing the need for India to diversify its technology partners across
France, Russia, and Israel.

Conclusion
The 114 Rafale acquisition is a watershed moment for India's industrial positioning. However, true
"Strategic Autonomy" in modern warfare is not measured by the number of airframes on the tarmac, but by
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the ownership of the software architecture within them. While "Make in India" solves the problem of
production geography, only the acquisition of source codes or the success of indigenous platforms like Tejas
Mk2 and AMCA will solve the problem of technological sovereignty.

2. Federalism and Digital Governance: State-Level Social Media Bans for Minors

The recent announcements by Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh to impose age-based bans on social media

(under 16 and 13 respectively) have triggered a significant constitutional debate. While the states justify

these measures under "public health" and "child welfare," digital law experts warn that such regulations may

infringe upon the Union Government's exclusive jurisdiction over the internet and telecommunications. This

move mirrors a global trend, including Australia’s 2025 legislation and Indonesia’s recent crackdown, but

faces unique challenges in India’s quasi-federal structure.

Key Strategic Summary

o Jurisdictional Conflict: Regulation of the internet and digital intermediaries falls under the Union

List (Entry 31), making state-led bans susceptible to legal challenges on the grounds of
"Constitutional Fit" and legislative overlap.

o Legal Framework: India’s digital ecosystem is currently governed by Central legislations like the
IT Act, 2000, and the IT Rules, which provide a uniform national standard that states cannot easily
bypass or override.

e The "Public Order" Justification: States may attempt to defend these bans using their powers
under the State List (Entry 1: Public Order; Entry 6: Public Health), arguing that the mental health
crisis among minors constitutes a public health emergency.

e Proportionality Concerns: Rights advocacy groups like the Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF)
argue that "blanket bans" are a disproportionate response that violates a child's right to information
and expression while ignoring root causes like platform design.

o Implementation Hurdles: Beyond legal validity, the practical enforceability of state-specific digital
blocks is nearly impossible without the cooperation of Central agencies and Internet Service
Providers (ISPs), which are regulated by the Union.

e Industry Pushback: Major platforms like Meta
have signaled that while they may comply, they
oppose "targeted" bans that exempt other types of
apps, advocating instead for a more holistic and
uniform regulatory approach.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Seventh Schedule (Article 246):

o Union List (Entry 31): Posts and
telegraphs; telephones, wireless, broadcasting and other like forms of communication. This
gives the Centre exclusive power over the internet.

o State List (Entry 1 & 6): Public Order and Public Health. States use these to justify social
interventions.

o Concurrent List (Entry 20): Economic and social planning, under which child welfare
schemes are often categorized.
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e Doctrine of Pith and Substance: A legal principle used to determine which list a piece of
legislation belongs to if it encroaches on another list. The courts will look at the "true nature" of the
social media ban—is it primarily about "Health" (State) or "Communication" (Union)?

o Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000: The primary Central law for cyber activities. Section 69A
allows only the Central Government to issue directions for blocking public access to information.

e Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and expression. Courts have recognized that this right extends
to minors, though it is subject to "reasonable restrictions."

Key Definitions
o Digital Intermediaries: Entities that provide platforms for users to store or transmit information,

such as Meta (Facebook/Instagram), X (Twitter), and TikTok.

o Constitutional Fit: The degree to which a law aligns with the distribution of powers between the
Centre and States as defined in the Constitution.

e Blanket Ban: A universal prohibition that does not account for individual circumstances, often
criticized in legal circles for failing the "Test of Proportionality."

o Intermediary Liability: The legal accountability of platforms for the content posted by their users;
currently regulated by the Union's IT Rules.

Additional Key Points
e The Australian Model: Australia’s ban is enforced at the federal level with massive fines ($32
million). The Indian states lack the legislative power to impose such heavy penalties on global tech
firms.

o Data Protection Linkage: The Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, already
mandates "verifiable parental consent" for children under 18. State bans might create a conflicting
age-bar (13 or 16 vs 18).

o Technological Workarounds: Experts point out that state-level blocks are easily bypassed using
VPNs (Virtual Private Networks), making the law a "paper tiger" unless enforced at the national
gateway level.

Conclusion

While the intent to protect children from digital harm is valid, the unilateral move by Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh creates a "federal friction." For such a ban to be effective and legally sound, it requires a Central
mandate under the IT Act or the upcoming Digital India Act. Fragmented state laws risk creating a
"splinternet" within India, leading to compliance chaos for platforms and a likely "stay order" from the
judiciary on jurisdictional grounds.

3. Collapse of the Gulf Security Architecture and Lessons for India

e Failure of External Security Guarantees: The second week of the U.S.-Israel-Iran conflict has
exposed the fragility of the "security umbrella" promised by the U.S. to Gulf monarchies. Despite
decades of assurances, U.S. missile interceptors have reportedly run out, with supplies prioritized for
Israel, leaving Gulf partners vulnerable to Iranian strikes on "safe" assets.

o Geopolitical Realignment: The crisis has sparked a sense of helplessness in the region, leading

countries like Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar to reconsider their alliance with Washington.
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Reports suggest these nations are exploring the removal of American military bases, potentially
marking the most significant shift in regional security in 50 years.

o Historical Context of Dependency: The existing security arrangement dates back to the 1980
"Carter Doctrine," which viewed any attempt to control the Persian Gulf as an assault on vital U.S.
interests. However, the failure of subsequent initiatives like the "Middle East Strategic Alliance"
(MESA) has highlighted the unreliability of outsourced defense.

e Iranian Counter-Offensive: Iran has effectively expanded the war zone by targetlng U.S. bases
across the Gulf (Qatar, Bahrain, UAE, etc.) and :
closing the Strait of Hormuz. This asymmetric
response has successfully challenged the perceived
technological superiority of the joint U.S.-Israel
offensive.

o India’s Path to Atma Nirbharta: The conflict
reinforces the importance of India’s shift toward self-
reliance in defense. Since 2014, India has
aggressively reduced import percentages to 25%-30%
and achieved record defense exports of 23,622 crore
(approx. $2.78 billion) in FY 2024-25, mitigating the
risks of supply chain disruptions during global crises.

e Core Strategic Takeaway: The primary lesson from the ongoing West Asian escalation is that
national security is a sovereign responsibility that cannot be bought or outsourced; domestic
industrial capacity and strategic autonomy are the only true safeguards against external aggression.

Key Definitions
o Carter Doctrine: A U.S. foreign policy initiative (1980) stating that the U.S. would use military
force, if necessary, to defend its national interests in the Persian Gulf region.

e Strategic Autonomy: The ability of a state to pursue its national interests and adopt its preferred
foreign policy without being constrained by other states or dependent on external powers for its
security.

o Asymmetric Warfare: A type of conflict where the relative military power of belligerents differs
significantly, and the weaker party uses unconventional tactics (e.g., closing maritime chokepoints)
to exploit the stronger party's vulnerabilities.

Constitutional & Legal Framework
e Article 51: Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) that guides India’s international relations,
emphasizing the promotion of international peace and security.

e Seventh Schedule (List I, Entry 1 & 2): Grants the Union Government exclusive power over the
"Defence of India" and the "Naval, military and air forces; any other armed forces of the Union."

e Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020: The legal and administrative framework designed to
promote "Make in India" in the defense sector by prioritizing indigenous design and manufacturing
(IDDM).

e The Aircraft Act, 1934 & Arms Act, 1959: Provide the regulatory basis for the manufacturing and
export of military hardware and ammunition within India.
-
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Additional Important Keypoints
e Supply Chain Vulnerability: The depletion of interceptors in the Gulf highlights the "Just-in-Time"
inventory risks in modern warfare, where demand far outstrips production capacity during active
high-intensity conflicts.

o Kargil Review Committee (1999): The seminal report that first officially highlighted India’s
dangerous reliance on foreign arms and spearheaded the modern push for indigenous defense
production.

o Regional Strategic Shifts: The potential "Arab NATO" or MESA failed largely due to intra-
regional disputes (like the Qatar blockade), proving that external security umbrellas cannot resolve
internal regional fractures.

Conclusion

The ongoing conflict in Iran serves as a stark warning to nations reliant on foreign security guarantees. For
India, it validates the strategic necessity of the "Atma Nirbhar Bharat" initiative. The transition of the Gulf
states from U.S. dependents to seekers of alternate security arrangements suggests a move toward a
multipolar world where regional powers must develop indigenous military and technological depth to
survive.

4. Comprehensive Sex Education in Academia: Mental Health and Structural
Competence

Context: In light of rising student suicides and systemic marginalization, there is an urgent academic
discourse on integrating Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) into higher education. Moving beyond a
narrow biomedical lens, experts argue for an inclusive curriculum that addresses pleasure, consent, and the
structural violence faced by sexual minorities to foster mental well-being and institutional equity.

o Linkage between Sexuality and Mental Health: Stigma, silence, and shame surrounding intimacy
are significant drivers of mental health crises. The World Health Organization (WHO) identifies lack
of bodily autonomy and restricted sexual freedom as sources of "immense suffering," highlighting
that mental health support in universities must reckon with sexual and relational equality.

e Challenging Heteronormative Curricula: Current mental health and academic curricula in India
are often criticized for being "cis-gendered" and "heteronormative." By reducing sexuality to
"medical dysfunctions," academia erases the lived realities of LGBTQ+ individuals, inhibiting the
"structural competence" required for effective clinical and social practice.

o Judicial Interventions and Guidelines: In 2024 o -
and 2025, the Supreme Court of India took kit C/,:f; g Y
proactive steps by emphasizing the need for open @<

COMPREHENSIVE R
discussions on intimacy and seeking government = 3 SEXUALITY EDUCATION
responses on integrating transgender-inclusive CSE. .
Furthermore, the Court’s 2025 pan-India guidelines
on student suicide explicitly recognized gender and
sexual orientation as grounds for institutional
discrimination.

o Beyond the Biomedical Approach: Academic spaces often prioritize a "medicalized" view of sex,
ignoring the socio-cultural dimensions of pleasure and identity. Experts advocate for a shift from
"workforce training" to cultivating critical awareness, resisting anti-democratic movements that seek
to marginalize diverse sexual experiences.
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o Pedagogical Innovation for Safer Spaces: Teaching sensitive topics requires moving away from
"detached abstraction" toward "accountable spaces." Utilizing icebreaker exercises and small-group
discussions allows students to connect theory with personal meaning, building the trust and rapport
necessary for transformative learning.

e Fostering Care Communities over Short-Term Fixes: While hiring psychologists is a step
forward, it often acts as a "band-aid" solution. The focus must shift toward creating sustained "care
communities" and "diversity-aware" environments that address the root causes of institutional
oppression rather than isolated events or workshops.

Key Definitions and Legal Provisions
e Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE): A curriculum-based process of teaching and learning

about the cognitive, emotional, physical, and social aspects of sexuality, aimed at empowering young
people to realize their health and dignity.

e Structural Competence: The ability of professionals to recognize how social, economic, and
institutional structures (like heteronormativity) impact the health and well-being of individuals.

o Cis-gendered/Heteronormative: Frameworks that assume "cis-gender" (identity matching birth
sex) and "heterosexuality" are the only normal or preferred orientations, effectively erasing other
identities.

e Article 21 (Personal Liberty): The Supreme Court has expanded the scope of Article 21 to include
the right to choose a partner and the right to privacy, which encompasses sexual identity and
orientation.

e Article 15 (Non-Discrimination): Prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex,
or place of birth. The judiciary increasingly interprets "sex" to include sexual orientation and gender
identity.

Additional Key Points
o Student Suicide Crisis: Data suggests that a significant portion of student distress in India is linked
to identity-based bullying and the inability to discuss intimate struggles in a supportive environment.

o Epistemic Gaps: The "knowledge gap" in academia regarding queer politics and consent results in
"ethical failures" when mental health professionals attempt to support marginalized students.

e Global Academic Exchange: Observations from DAAD fellows highlight that while Germany and
India have different cultural contexts, both face "academic resistance" to prioritizing pleasure and
diversity over traditional theory.

Conclusion

Integrating sex education in academia is not merely a matter of health; it is a prerequisite for social justice
and mental resilience. By breaking the "culture of silence," educational institutions can evolve from being
sites of anxiety and majoritarian norms into compassionate ecosystems that equip students with the tools to
navigate a diverse and complex world.

5. The Corruption Perceptions Index 2025: Implications for India

e Global Decline in Integrity: The 2025 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) by Transparency
International reveals a troubling global trend, with the average score dropping to 42/100. Over 67%
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of the 182 countries surveyed scored below 50, indicating deeply entrenched systemic corruption and
weakening democratic accountability worldwide.

o India's Stagnant Performance: India holds a score of 39 and is ranked 91st out of 182 countries.
Despite being the world's fourth-largest economy, India's score has remained stagnant between 38
and 41 for over a decade, highlighting a significant gap between rapid economic expansion and
governance perceptions.

e Economic Cost of Corruption: Corruption acts as a hidden tax, with global estimates suggesting a
loss of 5% of global GDP annually. For India, direct and indirect losses are estimated between 1%
and 1.5% of GDP, diverting tens of billions of dollars away from critical sectors like infrastructure,

healthcare, and education.

e Regulatory Over-Criminalization: A major hurdle
in India's compliance architecture is the presence of
26,134 imprisonment provisions across business
regulations. For instance, a pharmaceutical start-up
must navigate 998 compliance obligations, of which
nearly 49% carry potential criminal liability,
inadvertently creating avenues for rent-seeking.

o Digital Transformation as a Counter-Measure:
India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) serves as a positive counter-current. The expansion of
Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT) and the rise in the RBI’s Digital Payments Index (reaching 516.76 in
Sept 2025) have significantly reduced leakages and minimized discretionary power in welfare
distribution.

e Governance as a Competitive Variable: Transparency is no longer just a moral imperative but a
strategic economic variable. Institutional independence, judicial efficiency, and regulatory
simplification are now essential for maintaining sovereign risk assessments and attracting long-term
global capital.

Key Definitions
e Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI): An annual index that ranks countries by their perceived
levels of public sector corruption, determined by expert assessments and opinion surveys.

e Rent-Seeking: An economic concept where an individual or entity seeks to increase their own
wealth without creating any benefits or wealth for society, often through manipulation of the political
or regulatory environment.

o Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT): A government mechanism to transfer subsidies and benefits
directly into the bank accounts of beneficiaries, reducing intermediaries and corruption.

o Compliance Architecture: The set of rules, regulations, and legal requirements that an organization
or entrepreneur must follow to operate legally within a jurisdiction.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
e Article 14 & 15: Ensure equality before the law and prohibit discrimination; corruption undermines
these by providing undue advantage to those with influence.
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o Prevention of Corruption Act (PCA), 1988: The primary legislative framework in India targeting
bribery and corruption among public servants. It was significantly amended in 2018 to include the
act of "giving a bribe" as a direct offense.

e Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002: Focuses on preventing the laundering of
proceeds from crimes, including corruption, and provides for the confiscation of property derived
from such activities.

o The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013: Establishes statutory bodies at the Union and State levels
to investigate allegations of corruption against public functionaries.

Additional Keypoints
o SHAKTI Initiative: The Biopharma Strategy for Healthcare Advancement highlights the
government's focus on technology-led growth, yet underscores the need for "Ease of Doing
Business" by reducing the compliance burden.

o Judicial Role: A capable and independent judiciary is critical for CPI improvement; delay in judicial
proceedings often perceived as a lack of effective enforcement against corrupt practices.

e Formalization via GST: The Goods and Services Tax has increased traceability in the economy,
reducing "shadow" transactions and improving the fiscal transparency of businesses.

Conclusion

The 2025 CPI serves as a strategic benchmark for India. While digital reforms have successfully plugged
leakages in "petty corruption," systemic "grand corruption" perceptions persist due to regulatory complexity
and institutional friction. To achieve the goal of a $10 trillion economy and a "Viksit Bharat" by 2047, India
must move beyond episodic crackdowns toward sustained institutional reforms that prioritize transparency
as a core economic pillar.

ETHICS

1. Generative Al and Data Sovereignty in Healthcare: Risks and Redressal

o Disproportionate Risk Profile: A recent report by Netskope Threat Labs reveals that 89% of data
policy violations in healthcare involve regulated patient data, nearly triple the cross-industry average
of 31%, highlighting an acute vulnerability in the sector.

o Internal Security Gaps: Despite the acceleration of internal Al tool deployment, 43% of healthcare
workers continue to use personal GenAl accounts for professional tasks, creating "shadow IT"
environments where security systems cannot detect or prevent data leaks.

o Leakage via Prompts: Sensitive medical information and patient records are frequently exposed
through prompts and document uploads on public Al platforms like OpenAl, AssemblyAl, and
Anthropic, often without proper de-identification.

e Cloud Storage Vulnerabilities: Nearly 56% of healthcare organizations have had to block file
uploads to personal Google Drive, Gmail, and OneDrive accounts to prevent unauthorized data
exposure and malware distribution through trusted cloud interfaces.
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o Shift toward Managed Al: To mitigate risks, there is a growing trend of organizations deploying
proprietary, managed GenAl applications that offer full visibility and control over data movements,
outpacing similar transitions in other industries.

e Regulatory Urgency: The report emphasizes that while external cyber threats remain a priority,
addressing "internal risk" through stringent security guardrails and behavioral modification is
essential for compliance in the highly regulated healthcare landscape.

Key Definitions
o Generative Al (GenAl): Artificial intelligence capable of generating text, images, or other media in
response to prompts, often using Large Language Models (LLMs) that may store user input for
training.

e Shadow IT: The use of information technology systems, devices, software, applications, and
services without explicit IT department approval within an organization.

o Application Programming Interface (API): A set of rules that allows different software entities to
communicate. In this context, it refers to the traffic between healthcare systems and Al models.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o Article 21: The Right to Privacy is a fundamental
right under the Right to Life and Personal Liberty, o™

GUARDRA

as affirmed by the Supreme Court in the Justice
K.S. Puttaswamy case (2017), which extends to
sensitive health data.

o Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act,
2023: Specifically classifies health data as a form
of personal data that requires explicit consent for
processing and mandates strict "data fiduciary" obligations on healthcare providers.

o Information Technology (Reasonable Security Practices and Procedures and Sensitive
Personal Data or Information) Rules, 2011: Requires body corporates to implement documented
security programs to protect sensitive personal data like medical records.

o Digital Information Security in Healthcare Act (DISHA): A proposed legal framework in India
specifically designed to regulate the generation, storage, and transmission of digital health data while
ensuring privacy and security.

Additional Key Points
o Malware Distribution: Cyber attackers are increasingly exploiting the "inherent trust" employees
place in personal cloud applications to distribute malware within hospital networks.

o Behavioral Modification: Institutions are focusing on training staff to use approved proprietary
software instead of free public chatbots to ensure prompts do not become part of public training sets.

e API Traffic Monitoring: 63% of healthcare organizations now detect significant API traffic to Al
service providers, indicating that Al integration is happening faster than security policy updates.

Conclusion
The rapid adoption of GenAl in healthcare has outpaced the implementation of necessary security
guardrails, leading to a significant "privacy debt." While Al offers transformative potential for diagnostics

and administrative efficiency, the current reliance on personal accounts and public prompts poses a
- - - - -
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catastrophic risk to patient confidentiality. Sustainable integration requires a transition to "private-by-
design" Al architectures and a robust legal enforcement of data fiduciary responsibilities to ensure that
technological progress does not come at the cost of fundamental privacy rights.

2. Ethical AI and Women’s Digital Safety: Challenges and Policy Imperatives

The India AI Impact Summit 2026 has underscored the transformative potential of Artificial Intelligence;
however, International Women’s Day 2026 serves as a reminder of the escalating digital threats faced by
women. As Al becomes deeply integrated into daily life, the emergence of deepfakes and non-consensual
Al-generated content (NCII) has created a "silent emergency" for digital safety. Addressing this requires a
shift from mere innovation to "Ethical AL" focusing on gender-inclusive development and robust legal
enforcement.
Key Strategic Summary
e The Deepfake Era: Al tools, including advanced chatbots like Grok Al, are increasingly being
weaponized to generate non-consensual sexualized images and deepfakes. These digitally altered
media formats bypass traditional societal restraints due to the anonymity afforded by the internet.

e Gender Disparity in AI Development: A significant root cause of biased or harmful Al is the lack
of female representation. Women constitute only 22% of Al professionals and less than 14% at
senior levels, leading to a "design bias" where safety features for women are often overlooked.

e Online Harassment Statistics: Estimates suggest that between 16% and 58% of women have faced
online abuse. Unlike physical threats, digital harm—such as doxxing and deepfakes—is harder to
mitigate due to its borderless nature and rapid dissemination.

e Regulatory Interventions: The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has
mandated that intermediaries must remove reported deepfakes within a strict three-hour window.
This reflects a shift toward proactive platform accountability.

o The "Digital Native" Approach: Since children and
young adults are primary internet users, experts
advocate for integrating digital safety and Al ethics
into elementary education, treating digital abuse with
the same gravity as physical or sexual abuse.

e Representative Innovation: Increasing the presence of
women in research and development is essential to
weave "lived experiences" into the theoretical
foundations of Al, ensuring that technology serves as a
tool for empowerment rather than exploitation.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 21: The Right to Life and Personal Liberty has been judicially interpreted to include the
"Right to Privacy" (K.S. Puttaswamy judgment). Deepfakes and digital stalking constitute a direct
violation of this fundamental right.

o Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules,
2021: Recently updated in 2024-25, these rules impose a due diligence obligation on social media
intermediaries to remove content that violates the modesty of women or depicts them in non-
consensual sexual acts.
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e Section 66E, 67, & 67A of the IT Act, 2000: These sections deal with the violation of privacy and
the publication of obscene or sexually explicit material in electronic form, providing the legal basis
for prosecuting Al-based digital crimes.

o Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS): Replaces the IPC and includes updated provisions for stalking,
voyeurism, and criminal intimidation, which are increasingly applicable to digital contexts.

Key Definitions
o Deepfakes: Synthetic media in which a person in an existing image or video is replaced with
someone else's likeness using artificial neural networks, often used to create deceptive or harmful
content.

o Doxxing: The act of publicly revealing private personal information (address, phone number, etc.)
about an individual on the internet, typically with malicious intent.

o Ethical AI: An approach to Al development that prioritizes fairness, accountability, transparency,
and the protection of human rights, ensuring that technological progress does not reinforce social
biases.

e Online Intermediaries: Entities that store or transmit data on behalf of others, such as social media
platforms, search engines, and internet service providers.

Additional Key Points
o Intersectional Vulnerability: Women from marginalized communities often face "doubly-
compounded" abuse, where Al-generated hate speech targets both gender and identity (caste,
religion, or race).

e The Transparency Paradox: While Al tools are becoming more accessible (open-source), the
algorithms behind them remain "black boxes," making it difficult for regulators to audit how harmful
content is generated or promoted.

o Implementation Gaps: Despite the "three-hour takedown" rule, the vast scale of the internet and the
use of encrypted platforms (like Telegram or WhatsApp) make manual monitoring and enforcement
a significant administrative challenge.

Conclusion

Resisting Al is neither sustainable nor feasible given its inevitable integration into modern governance and
economy. However, the path forward must involve "Security by Design." By increasing women’s
participation in the tech workforce, enforcing stringent takedown timelines, and fostering digital literacy
from a young age, India can balance technological innovation with the fundamental right to digital safety.
Ethical Al must be the cornerstone of India’s digital sovereignty.

3. Risks of AI-Generated Wildlife Content: Impacts on Conservation and Safety

The rise of "Al slop"—low-effort, hyper-realistic Al-generated animal videos—is fundamentally altering
public perception of the natural world. While these clips often chase viral engagement on short-form
platforms like TikTok and YouTube Shorts, they present a growing threat to wildlife conservation, digital
literacy, and human safety.

o Distortion of Animal Behaviour: Al videos frequently depict implausible "friendships" between
predators and prey or domestic-style interactions between humans and wild animals. This encourages
anthropomorphism—attributing human emotions to animals—which can lead to dangerous real-
world encounters when humans fail to recognize potential threats.
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e Threats to Conservation Efforts: A landmark
September 2025 report in Conservation Biology
(e70138) highlights that AI deepfakes can mislead
the public into believing vulnerable species are
common or easily accessible. This misinformation
can lead to overtourism in sensitive habitats and a
decline in support for critical protection projects.

o Retaliatory Violence and Fear: Sensationalized Al
content often portrays animals as crazed or
excessively violent (e.g., sharks mauling swimmers or tigers attacking people in beds). This "fear-
mongering" can incite public panic and lead to retaliatory Killing of wild animals by communities
who perceive a fake digital threat as real.

o Fueling the Illegal Wildlife Trade: By making exotic and dangerous animals appear as "cute" or
"attractive" pets, Al-generated content can increase the demand for exotic wildlife. This directly
undermines global and national laws aimed at curbing wildlife trafficking.

e Erosion of Scientific Trust: As hyper-realistic fakes become indistinguishable from reality, genuine
conservation tools like camera trap footage and bioacoustic recordings may face public skepticism.
This "liar's dividend" makes it harder for scientists to use digital evidence to prove environmental
crimes or track species.

e Technological Dual-Use: While "entertainment AI" is harmful, WWF-India and other groups utilize
"responsible AI" for positive impact, such as segregating thousands of mammal images from camera
traps in minutes—a task that previously took researchers days to complete manually.

Key Definitions
e Anthropomorphism: The interpretation of non-human things or events in terms of human
characteristics, which in wildlife leads to a misunderstanding of instinctual behaviors.

e Al Slop: A term used for low-quality, high-volume Al-generated content designed purely for
algorithmic engagement rather than informational value.

o Deepfakes: Synthetic media in which a person or animal in an existing image or video is replaced
with someone else's likeness using artificial neural networks.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e IT (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Amendment Rules, 2026: Notified

in February 2026, these rules mandate the "prominent labelling" of synthetically generated
information (SGI). Platforms must now remove non-consensual deepfakes within 2 hours and other
illegal AI content within 3 hours to maintain "safe harbour" protection.

o Section 79 of the IT Act, 2000: The legal principle of "safe harbour" that protects intermediaries
from liability for user-generated content. Under the 2026 amendments, platforms lose this immunity
if they fail to label Al-generated content or act on takedown orders.

e Article 51A(g) of the Indian Constitution: Specifies the Fundamental Duty of every citizen "to
protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and to have
compassion for living creatures."
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o The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Prohibits the capturing, killing, or trafficking of listed species;
Al content that promotes these activities can be treated as an incitement to illegal acts.

Additional Keypoints
o Platform Incentives: Algorithms on X and Meta reward "virality," incentivizing creators to produce
high-impact, low-cost Al violence involving animals to maximize ad revenue.

o Public Perception vs. Reality: A tiger depicted in an Al video in an African savanna (where they do
not exist) can confuse ecological literacy, making it harder for younger generations to distinguish
between native and invasive species.

o Digital Traceability: The 2026 IT Rules now require platforms to embed permanent metadata or
provenance markers in Al files, allowing law enforcement to trace the origin of harmful animal
deepfakes.

Conclusion

Al-generated animal videos are not just "harmless fun"; they are a digital pollutant that warps our
understanding of ecology and safety. While Al is a powerful tool for processing conservation data, its
misuse for "slop" entertainment threatens to undo decades of public education regarding wildlife boundaries.
Combating this trend requires a combination of strict regulatory enforcement of labelling laws and enhanced
digital literacy for users.

4. Federalism in Flux: The "Double-Engine" Narrative and Constitutional Challenges

The contemporary political discourse in India is increasingly defined by the "double-engine sarkar"
metaphor, suggesting that synchronicity between the Union and State governments accelerates development.
While presented as a model for administrative harmony, it raises profound questions regarding the "Federal
Compact" of the Indian Constitution. The reliance on political alignment for resource allocation and
legislative clearance challenges the foundational principle that the Union represents the entire Republic,
irrespective of electoral outcomes in individual States.

e Erosion of Cooperative Federalism: The "double-engine" narrative implicitly suggests that states
governed by opposition parties may face developmental hurdles or fund starvation. This contradicts
the constitutional vision of the Union and States as equal partners operating within their respective
spheres as per the Seventh Schedule.

e Fiscal Federalism and Rule-Based Transfers: Central to this debate is Article 280, which
mandates the Finance Commission to ensure that the distribution of national tax revenue is based on
objective, non-partisan criteria (like population and fiscal capacity) rather than political goodwill or
"charity."

e The "Cess and Surcharge' Conflict: States have raised concerns over the Union’s increasing
reliance on cesses and surcharges. Since these do not enter the "Divisible Pool," they effectively
reduce the share of revenue available for mandatory transfer to States, thereby weakening their
financial autonomy.

e Gubernatorial Overreach: The role of the Governor has emerged as a point of "federal friction."
Prolonged delays in assenting to Bills passed by State Legislatures—often in opposition-ruled
states—are viewed as an extra-constitutional "veto" that stalls the democratic legislative process.

o Judicial Safeguards: Recent Supreme Court rulings (e.g., State of Punjab vs. Principal Secretary,
2023) have clarified that Governors cannot use inaction to sabotage elected governments. The
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judiciary remains a critical bulwark against the hollowing out of the federal spirit through
administrative delays.

o Structural Reform Imperative: To restore the federal balance, experts suggest revitalizing the
Inter-State Council (Article 263) and implementing fixed statutory timelines for Governors to act on
Bills, ensuring that governance is not held hostage to political alignment.

Key Definitions
o Cooperative Federalism: A concept where federal and state governments interact cooperatively and

collectively to solve common problems, rather than making policies separately.

o Divisible Pool: The portion of gross tax revenue collected by the Central Government that is
constitutionally required to be shared with the State Governments.

e Cess and Surcharge: Additional taxes levied by the Union for specific purposes. Unlike basic taxes,
these are not shared with the States under the current fiscal framework.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
o Article 280: Mandates the constitution of a Finance Commission every five years to recommend the

distribution of financial resources between the Union and the States.

e Article 200: Outlines the powers of the Governor regarding Bills passed by the State Legislature
(Assent, Withholding Assent, or Reserving for the President).

e Article 263: Provides for the establishment of an Inter-State Council to inquire into and advise upon
disputes between States or between the Union and States.

e Article 356: Provisions in case of failure of constitutional machinery in States (President’s Rule), the
misuse of which was significantly curtailed by the S.R. Bommai Case (1994).

Important Keypoints for Mains
o Equity vs. Efficiency: The 16th Finance Commission faces the challenge of balancing "Equity"
(supporting backward states) with "Efficiency" (not penalizing southern states that successfully
implemented population control).

o Fiscal Autonomy: The financial health of States is critical for the delivery of "State List" subjects
like Health, Education, and Agriculture. Any concentration of fiscal power at the Union level risks
top-heavy governance.

o Legislative Sovereignty: The Governor is a constitutional head, not a political appointee with the
mandate to override the will of the elected Assembly. The "spirit of federalism" requires the
Governor to act as a bridge, not a barrier.

Conclusion

India’s federal democracy thrives on the principle of "Equal Citizenship," where development is a right, not
a reward for political alignment. While slogans may drive campaigns, the stability of the Republic rests on
institutions like the Finance Commission and the Judiciary that uphold rule-based governance. True progress
in a diverse Union requires the "engines" of federalism to work in their designated tracks, guided by the
Constitution rather than party manifests.
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YOJANA & KURUKSHETRA

1. Empowering Women Farmers: Rights, Justice, and the Path to Food Security

International Women’s Day 2026, themed "Rights. Justice. Action. For All Women and Girls," coincides
with the International Year of the Woman Farmer. Despite the "feminization of agriculture" due to male
out-migration, women continue to face systemic invisibility. While they manage daily farm operations and
ensure household nutrition, the lack of formal land titles excludes them from institutional credit, insurance,
and government schemes. Bridging the gap between legal reforms and ground reality is essential for India’s
nutritional and climate resilience.
Key Strategic Summary
e The Paradox of Feminization: As men migrate for non-farm work, women assume greater
agricultural responsibility ("feminization"). However, this increased workload without access to
drudgery-reduction technology leads to "time poverty" and severe health issues like persistent
anaemia.

e The Land-Title Barrier: Although inheritance laws are theoretically gender-neutral, social norms
and administrative hurdles keep land registered in men's names. This lack of "legal standing"
prevents women from being recognized as "farmers," blocking their access to irrigation, credit, and
subsidies.

e Nutritional Intergenerational Impact: Women farmers, who are the backbone of food production,
often suffer from micronutrient deficiencies. Maternal undernutrition leads to a cycle of low birth
weight and stunting in children, undermining the National Food Security Act’s objectives.

o Invisibility in Policy: Most flagship agricultural programmes hinge on land documentation. By
linking eligibility to assets women do not own, the system inherently excludes the very workforce
driving the sector.

e The Swaminathan Vision: Following Prof. M.S. Swaminathan's principles, true empowerment
requires women'’s control over the "4 Cs": Conservation, Cultivation, Consumption, and
Commercialization.

o Pathways to Reform: Solutions include collecting gender-disaggregated data, promoting joint
spousal land titles, incentivizing land registration in women's names, and shifting the definition of
"farmer" from "landowner" to "cultivator."

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 15: Prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. Clause

(3) specifically allows the State to make "special provisions for women."

e Article 39(a) & (b): Directive Principles (DPSP) mandate that the State direct policy toward
ensuring citizens (men and women equally) have the right to an adequate means of livelihood and
that ownership of material resources serves the common good.

e Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005: Granted daughters equal coparcenary rights in
ancestral property. However, the disconnect between this law and rural revenue records remains a
major implementation gap.

o National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013: Marks a paradigm shift from "welfare" to a "rights-
based" approach, making the eldest woman of the household the "Head of the Household" for issuing
ration cards.
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o National Policy for Farmers (2007): Explicitly defines "farmer" broadly to include landless
laborers and tribal gatherers, yet many operational schemes still use land ownership as the primary
eligibility criterion.

Key Definitions
o Feminization of Agriculture: The increasing participation of women in agricultural activities,
usually as a result of the migration of men from rural to urban areas.

o Time Poverty: The lack of enough time for rest and leisure after completing necessary tasks like
paid work, subsistence farming, and unpaid domestic chores.

e Gender-Disaggregated Data: Data that is collected and analyzed separately for men and women to
reveal specific disparities and needs.

e Nutri-Cereals: High-nutrition grains like millets (Sorghum, Pearl Millet, etc.) that are climate-
resilient and essential for addressing micronutrient deficiencies.

Additional Key Points
e Collective Bargaining: Embedding land and asset questions within Self-Help Groups (SHGs) or
Women’s Collectives can give women the leverage to negotiate with markets and authorities.

o Extension Services: Traditional agricultural extension (technical training) often ignores women.
Tailoring these services to women’s schedules and specific needs is vital for technology adoption.

e Climate Resilience: Women often hold traditional knowledge regarding seed preservation and
biodiversity, making them natural leaders for sustainable, climate-smart agriculture.

o Digital Gap: While digitalization of land records and direct benefit transfers (DBT) aims for
transparency, it can exclude women with low digital literacy or lack of mobile ownership.

Conclusion For the 2026 International Women's Day theme to achieve substantive impact, India must move
beyond symbolic recognition. Empowering women farmers is not just a matter of social justice; it is an
economic and health imperative. By de-linking the "farmer" identity from land ownership and ensuring
secure access to resources, India can transform its agri-food systems into a driver of climate-resilient and
malnutrition-free growth.

2. Revolutionizing TB Diagnostics: The Shift Toward Accessible Elimination

In the lead-up to World Tuberculosis (TB) Day (March 24), the World Health Organization (WHO) has
introduced pivotal recommendations for TB diagnostics. These include the use of near point-of-care (nPOC)
molecular tests, tongue swab samples, and sputum pooling. For India, which aims for TB elimination by
2025, these technological advancements—ranging from Al-driven screening to decentralized molecular
testing—are essential to bridging the gap between undetected cases and timely treatment.
Key Summary Points
o WHO Diagnostic Breakthroughs: The formal endorsement of nPOC molecular tests and tongue
swabs marks a shift away from infrastructure-heavy labs. These tools are particularly vital for
children and those unable to produce sputum samples.

o Al-Enabled Screening: Portable chest X-rays (CXR) integrated with Artificial Intelligence are
being deployed in mobile vans under the Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan. This allows for
"active case-finding" in remote and tribal areas, bypassing the need for onsite radiologists.
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e Transition from Microscopy to Molecular: India is moving away from low-sensitivity sputum
smear microscopy toward Nucleic Acid Amplification Tests (NAAT) like CBNAAT and the
indigenous Truenat. The goal is 100% upfront molecular testing to detect drug resistance early.

o Tackling Asymptomatic and Extra-Pulmonary TB: National surveys indicate a high prevalence
of asymptomatic TB, necessitating non-symptom-based screening. Furthermore, Al-enabled
ultrasound and molecular tests are being explored to address Extra-Pulmonary TB, which constitutes
25% of India's burden.

o Systemic Strengthening: Effective elimination requires "diagnostic network optimization"—
ensuring that screening leads immediately to sample collection and that patients with non-TB lung
lesions (e.g., lung cancer) receive appropriate referrals.

e The "Test and Treat" Paradigm: New biomarkers are needed to predict disease progression in
those with latent TB infection, facilitating more targeted and persuasive TB Preventive Therapy
(TPT) in both public and private sectors.

Key Definitions
o Point-of-Care (POC) Testing: Diagnostic testing performed at or near the site of patient care,
providing rapid results to inform immediate clinical decisions.

e Sputum Pooling: A strategy where samples from multiple individuals are tested together to increase
efficiency and reduce costs in low-prevalence settings; if a pool is positive, individual samples are
then tested.

e Drug-Resistant TB (DR-TB): A form of TB caused by bacteria that do not respond to at least
isoniazid and rifampicin, the two most powerful first-line anti-TB drugs.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 21: The Right to Life includes the right to health. The Supreme Court has repeatedly held
that the State has a constitutional obligation to provide health facilities and eliminate diseases that
threaten life.

e Article 47: A Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) that mandates the State to regard the raising
of the level of nutrition and the standard of living of its people and the improvement of public health
as among its primary duties.

o National Strategic Plan (NSP) 2017-2025: A policy framework aimed at eliminating TB in India by
2025, five years ahead of the global Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target of 2030.

e Nikshay Poshan Yojana: A centrally sponsored scheme under the National Health Mission
providing financial incentive of 500/month for nutritional support to TB patients.

Conclusion

The evolution of a "comprehensive diagnostic toolbox"—combining Al, molecular biology, and non-
invasive sampling—is the most potent lever for TB elimination. By streamlining procurement through the
ICMR and ensuring decentralized access, India can reduce out-of-pocket expenditure and break the chain of
transmission. The focus must now shift toward robust implementation research to ensure these innovations
translate into real-world recovery for the most vulnerable populations.
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PIB & PARLIAMENTARY RESEARCH STUDIES (PRS)
1. Robust Economic Indicators: Analysis of February E-Way Bill Trends (2026)

The latest data from the Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN) indicates that despite a minor month-on-
month dip, India's economic activity remains on a high-growth trajectory. With 132.5 million e-way bills
generated in February 2026, the figures represent the third-highest monthly volume recorded to date,
signalling resilient supply chain dynamics across manufacturing and retail sectors.

e Volume and Seasonal Trends: February recorded 132.5 million electronic permits, a 3.1% decrease
from January’s 136.8 million. However, this is
largely attributed to the "shorter month effect" and
seasonal softening. Compared to February 2025
(111.6 million), there is a significant year-on-year
growth, indicating a robust upward shift in the
baseline of commercial transactions.

L NIR K (RIS

e Supply Chain Resilience: High e-way bill
generation points to steady movement of gy e SR
consignments across ports and factories. Experts | tttis st s by ool ot o s s 5 e e |
suggest that the current trend is "seasonal rather than structural," with supply chains remaining

aligned with the broader economic expansion seen over the past few years.

e Manufacturing Sector Optimism: The data correlates with the S&P Global Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI), which reported that manufacturing conditions—driven by new orders, output, and job
creation—improved at the fastest rate in February. This synergy between logistics data and sentiment
surveys reinforces the "rebound" narrative.

o Fiscal Implications for GST: E-way bills are a lead indicator for GST collections. With March
being the final month of the financial year, businesses typically accelerate invoicing and inventory
clearing. Consequently, strong February logistics movement sets the stage for potentially record-
breaking GST revenue in the coming month.

o Logistics as an Economic Barometer: The sustained high volume of intra-state and inter-state
permits reflects deeper integration of the internal market. It suggests that consumption demand is not
just limited to urban pockets but is spread across the retail value chain, supporting a "broad-based"
economic recovery.

Key Definitions
o E-Way Bill: An electronic document generated on the GST portal evidencing the movement of
goods. It is mandatory for the inter-state movement of goods of value exceeding 350,000.

e GSTN (Goods and Services Tax Network): A non-profit, non-government organization that
manages the entire IT system of the GST portal, processing returns and e-way bills.

e Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI): An index of the prevailing direction of economic trends in the
manufacturing and service sectors, based on a monthly survey of supply chain managers.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions
o Article 246A: Grants Parliament and State Legislatures the power to make laws with respect to
goods and services tax. This forms the constitutional basis for the e-way bill system.
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CGST Act, 2017 (Section 68): Empowers the Government to require the person in charge of a
conveyance carrying any consignment of goods of value exceeding a specified amount to carry
prescribed documents (e-way bill).

Rule 138 (CGST Rules): Provides the detailed procedural framework for the generation, validity,
and verification of e-way bills.

Conclusion

The February e-way bill data serves as a testament to the "structural maturity" of the Indian economy. While
minor fluctuations occur due to the calendar cycle, the double-digit year-on-year growth confirms that the
"velocity of trade" is increasing. For the government, this facilitates better revenue predictability; for the
industry, it reflects a successful transition to a digitized, transparent logistics framework that minimizes tax
evasion and enhances ease of doing business.

2. Uniform National Cooperative Ecosystem: Vision 2025 and Beyond

NCP 2025 and Strategic Pillars: The National Cooperation Policy (NCP) 2025 is built upon six
strategic pillars, with a core focus on inclusivity. It aims to deepen the reach of cooperatives among
youth, women, and marginalized sections (SC/ST, specially-abled) to ensure equitable economic
participation.

Expansion of Primary Units: Significant growth has been recorded in the cooperative sector with
the registration of 33,853 new Multipurpose PACS (M-PACS), Dairy, and Fishery societies. This is
part of a larger plan to establish a cooperative presence in every Panchayat and village within the
next five years.

Technological Integration: To ensure transparency and efficiency, a 32925.39 crore project for the
computerization of over 79,000 functional PACS is underway. This involves adopting a common
ERP-based national software linked directly with NABARD, facilitating seamless financial flow.

White Revolution 2.0: This
initiative targets a 50% increase
in milk procurement by dairy
cooperatives over the next five
years. It emphasizes empowering
women and providing market
access to dairy farmers in
previously uncovered
geographical areas.

Objectives of the g 2L
International Year of Cooperatives 2025

Advocate for Inspire Leadership
Supportive Frameworks
Diversiﬁcation Of PACS: Hghbght the comrbutions Ercourage the creation of Foster purposeful
of cooparatives to entrepronourial ccosystom onabing lkegal andd policy loadership and engage
. . . sustanabic dovelopment and ostablehments for cnwironments for youth in the cooperative
Primary Agriculture Credit copitiees Bt oy s
Societies (PACS) are being Source Unikod Nation

transformed into multi-service
entities. They are now authorized to function as Common Service Centres (CSCs), Jan Aushadhi
Kendras, and retail outlets for petrol/diesel, effectively becoming one-stop shops for rural needs.

World’s Largest Grain Storage Plan: A decentralized infrastructure project is being implemented
at the PACS level to create warehouses and custom hiring centres. By converging various
government schemes, the plan aims to reduce post-harvest losses and enhance the bargaining power
of farmers.
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Key Definitions and Infrastructure

PACS (Primary Agricultural Credit Societies): The lowest tier of the Three-Tier Short-term
Cooperative Credit Structure in India, operating at the village level to provide credit and agricultural
inputs.

Sahakar-se-Samriddhi: The vision of "Prosperity through Cooperation," aimed at making
cooperatives the backbone of rural development and self-reliance.

National Cooperative Database (NCD): A comprehensive digital repository launched to capture
disaggregated data on cooperative societies to enable targeted policy interventions.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

97th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2011: It accorded constitutional status and protection to
cooperative societies. It added "cooperative societies" to the Right to Form Associations under
Article 19(1)(c) and inserted Article 43B (Promotion of cooperative societies) in the DPSP.

Entry 32, List II (State List): Agriculture and Cooperative Societies are primarily state subjects.
However, Multi-State Cooperative Societies (MSCS) fall under Entry 44, List I (Union List).

Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act, 2002: The primary legal framework for cooperatives
operating in more than one state, recently amended to enhance transparency and election procedures.

Conclusion

The transition toward a "Uniform National Cooperative Ecosystem" represents a paradigm shift from
traditional credit-lending to multi-dimensional business enterprises. By integrating technology, diversifying
services, and ensuring constitutional safeguards, the cooperative sector is being positioned as a primary
driver of India’s X5 trillion economy goal, particularly through the empowerment of the rural and
marginalized populations.

3. Revision of National Accounts Statistics: Analyzing the 2022-23 GDP Series

Base Year Revision and Global Standards: The National Statistical Office (NSO) has updated the
base year for National Accounts Statistics (NAS) from 2011-12 to 2022-23. This revision, occurring
after an 11-year gap, aligns India's growth measurement with the 2025 edition of the United Nations
System of National Accounts (UNSNA).

Absolute Size Contraction: In a significant departure from previous trends where rebasing often
expanded the economy's measured size, the new series reveals a 3-4% reduction in the absolute size
of the GDP at current prices. This is viewed by experts as a "correction" of the potential
overestimations prevalent in the 2011-12 series.

Sectoral Composition Shifts: The production structure shows a marginal increase in the shares of
agriculture and industry, while the share of the services sector has declined. Within industry,
manufacturing rose slightly to 14.7% of GDP, though its absolute sectoral size actually shrank by
approximately 1.5-1.6%.

Institutional Share Re-alignment: The share of the non-financial Private Corporate Sector (PCS)
has declined (falling to 33.9% in 2022-23), while the household or informal sector's share has
increased. This shift is particularly notable given the intense debates regarding the "overstated" role
of the PCS in the previous decade's data.
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e Veracity and International Standing: The revision follows a period of scrutiny where the IMF
awarded India a ‘C’ grade for the quality of its National Accounts. While the new series seeks to
address these "red flags," the full impact on India's goal of becoming a 5-trillion-dollar economy
remains to be seen as the absolute base has lowered.

o Methodological Transparency: While the correction in growth rates and absolute size is welcomed
by analysts, the government is yet to release full methodological details regarding the newer datasets
and the "rates and ratios" applied, which is essential for a complete assessment of data integrity.

Key Definitions and Conceptual Framework
e Gross Domestic Product (GDP): The total monetary or market value of all the finished goods and
services produced within a country's borders in a specific time period.
Revising India’s National

e Gross Value Added (GVA): Defined as GDP minus Accounts Base Yaar
net taxes on products. It provides a picture of the supply What's Changing?
side by measuring the value added in various sectors of o - 1
the economy. IR [t e o veo

o Base Year: A specific year used as a benchmark for
measuring real growth, helping to eliminate the effects i [— pr—
of inflation by using constant prices. e e

Whny Rebasing?

e System of National Accounts (SNA): The international
standard set of recommendations on how to compile measures of economic activity.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions
e Article 77: Conduct of Business of the Government of India, under which the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) operates.

o Collection of Statistics Act, 2008: The primary legal framework that empowers the NSO to collect
data for estimating national income and other economic indicators.

e Seventh Schedule (List I, Entry 94): Statistics for the purpose of any of the matters in the Union
List fall under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Parliament.

Conclusion

The 2022-23 rebasing is a critical exercise in "statistical hygiene." By reducing the absolute size of the GDP,
the NSO has acknowledged previous discrepancies, thereby enhancing the credibility of India’s economic
narrative. However, the downward revision of the absolute GDP implies that reaching high-valuation
milestones (like the 5-trillion-dollar target) may require a higher real growth trajectory than previously
anticipated.

4. NALSA and the Institutional Framework for Universal Access to Justice

o Statutory Mandate and Genesis: The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) was established
under the Legal Services Authorities (LSA) Act, 1987, to operationalize the constitutional mandate
of providing free and competent legal services to the weaker sections of society, ensuring that
economic or other disabilities do not act as a barrier to justice.

e Tiered Implementation Structure: The authority functions through a decentralized hierarchy
comprising the State Legal Services Authority (SLSA), District Legal Services Authority (DLSA),

and Taluka Legal Services Committees, ensuring legal aid reaches the grassroots level across India.
-

9972258970 / 9740702455 107



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

e Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR): A significant achievement of NALSA is the robust
utilization of Lok Adalats. Between 2023 and 2025, National Lok Adalats alone settled over 33 crore
cases, significantly reducing the burden of pendency on the formal judicial system through a
participatory and non-adversarial approach.

o Legal Aid Defense Counsel System (LADCS): Launched as a Central Sector Scheme in FY 2023-
24, LADCS provides dedicated legal representation for eligible beneficiaries in criminal cases. As of
December 2025, LADC offices are functional in 680 districts, having disposed of over 8.7 lakh cases
since inception.

e Preventive and Strategic Programs: Beyond litigation, NALSA focuses on "Preventive Legal
Services" through massive awareness camps. In the last three years, over 13.8 lakh camps were
organized, reaching more than 12 crore citizens to educate them on rights pertaining to children,
labor, and disaster victims.

o Beneficiary Reach: The scale of impact is evident in the data, with nearly 48.6 lakh individuals
benefiting from direct legal aid and advice between 2023 and early 2026, highlighting the increasing
trust in the institutionalized legal aid mechanism.

Key Definitions and Constitutional Provisions
Lok Adalat: Literally "People's Court," it is a statutory forum for amicable settlement of pending
cases or disputes at the pre-litigation stage. Its awards have the force of a decree of a civil court and
are final and binding.
Legal Aid Defense Counsel System (LADCS): A transition from the traditional "assigned counsel"
system to a "public defender" model, where lawyers are exclusively engaged by the Legal Services
Authority to provide legal aid in criminal matters.
Article 39A: A Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) added by the 42nd Amendment Act,
1976, which mandates the State to provide free legal aid by suitable legislation or schemes to ensure
justice is not denied to any citizen.
Article 14 and 21: The Supreme Court has held that the right to free legal aid is a fundamental right
implicit under Article 14 (Equality before law) and Article 21 (Right to life and personal liberty).
Section 12 of LSA Act, 1987: Defines the criteria for eligibility for free legal services, including
women, children, members of SC/ST, industrial workmen, and persons with an annual income below
the prescribed limit.
Conclusion
The data released in March 2026 underscores that NALSA has evolved from a mere provider of legal advice
into a massive engine for social justice. By integrating technology and specialized systems like LADCS, the
Indian legal aid framework is moving toward a more professionalized and proactive model. The sheer
volume of cases handled by National Lok Adalats indicates that ADR is no longer an "alternative" but a
primary pillar of the Indian judiciary. However, the transition from legal awareness to legal empowerment
remains a continuous journey, requiring sustained institutional support and public participation to fulfill the
vision of an inclusive justice system.
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