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1. Untimely Rains and Wheat Procurement Challenges (2026-27)

Summary and Key Findings

o Sluggish Procurement Start: Wheat procurement for the 2026-27 Rabi Marketing Season began on
a slow note, with only 324,065 tonnes purchased as of early April compared to nearly 4 lakh tonnes
in the previous year.

e Climatic Disturbance: Unseasonal rainfall and
hailstorms across the Northwest "breadbasket"
(Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, and UP) have
disrupted harvesting operations and increased
moisture content in standing crops.

e Production Paradox: Despite localized weather- o o ¢ 'S
induced damage (estimated at 2 million tonnes by el AR P\ ! N
industry bodies), government estimates predict a Y A A i
record harvest of 120.21 million tonnes, surpassing last year’s output.

e Procurement Targets: The government aims to procure 30.33 million tonnes at Minimum Support
Price (MSP) to replenish the central pool and stabilize domestic food inflation.

o State Performance: Haryana currently leads procurement efforts, while activity in Punjab and
Madhya Pradesh is expected to gain momentum as fields dry and weather conditions stabilize over
the next 10 days.

e Quality Concerns: Increased moisture levels make wheat temporarily unsuitable for procurement
under standard specifications, though experts from ICAR-ITWBR suggest no significant impact on
the overall national yield.

Key Definitions

o Rabi Marketing Season (RMS): The period (typically April to June) when crops sown in winter
(Rabi) are harvested and procured by government agencies.

e Procurement: The process by which government agencies like the Food Corporation of India (FCI)
purchase food grains from farmers at a pre-determined price to ensure food security.

e Minimum Support Price (MSP): A "floor price" set by the government to protect farmers against
any sharp fall in farm prices, based on recommendations by the Commission for Agricultural Costs
and Prices (CACP).

e Moisture Content: The amount of water in the grain; FCI sets strict limits (usually 12-14%) for
procurement to ensure long-term storage viability without rotting.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

e Article 39: Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) mandate the State to ensure that the
ownership and control of material resources of the community are distributed to subserve the
common good (Food Security).

e Article 47: Obligation of the State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living of its
people.

o Essential Commodities Act, 1955: Provides the legal framework for the government to regulate the

production, supply, and distribution of essential commodities like wheat to prevent hoarding.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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o National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013: Legally entitles up to 75% of the rural and 50% of the
urban population to receive subsidized food grains through the Targeted Public Distribution System
(TPDS).

Additional Key Points

e Role of Western Disturbances: The unseasonal rains are largely attributed to frequent Western
Disturbances, reflecting the growing impact of climate change on Indian agriculture’s "Gold Bowl."

o Logistical Buffers: A successful bumper procurement is critical this year to replenish buffer stocks
which have seen depletion due to previous years' climate-led yield fluctuations.

o Market Intervention: Higher procurement allows the government to execute Open Market Sale
Schemes (OMSS) later in the year to keep retail prices in check.

Conclusion While unseasonal rains have created a temporary bottleneck in the wheat procurement cycle, the
outlook remains optimistic due to record acreage and improved seed varieties. The synergy between ICAR's
scientific monitoring and FCI's procurement machinery will be vital in navigating the moisture-related
quality issues. Ensuring timely procurement is not merely an economic goal but a necessity for maintaining
the integrity of India's food security architecture and price stability.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors;
Issues arising out of their design and implementation.

e General Studies III: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, and
growth; Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and MSP; Public Distribution System
(PDS)- objectives, functioning, and limitations; Food security; Effects of climate change on
agriculture.

2. RBI Directives on Net Open Position (NOP) and Forex Volatility

Executive Summary of RBI Forex Interventions

e Strict NOP Caps: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has enforced a daily cap of $100 million on
banks’ Net Open Positions (NOP) in the domestic market to curb speculative trading and unhedged
currency exposure.

e Curbing Arbitrage: The primary objective of the 27 March circular is to eliminate arbitrage
opportunities between the offshore Non-Deliverable Forward (NDF) market and the onshore
forwards market, which often puts undue pressure on the Rupee.

o Impact on Currency Stability: Following the
implementation of these restrictions, the Indian Rupee —
(INR) has shown signs of recovery, gaining over 2%
against the USD despite broader geopolitical tensions
and FPI outflows.

e Compliance Costs: While major lenders have complied
by the 10 April deadline, the unwinding of large
positions (previously totaling $30-40 billion for some
banks) has impacted treasury profitability and increased
hedging costs for corporates.
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Temporary Nature of Curbs: The RBI Governor has clarified that these measures are non-
structural and intended to curtail "excessive volatility," though market experts predict the curbs will
persist until global uncertainties, specifically the West Asia conflict, stabilize.

Market Liquidity Concerns: Treasury heads note that while the move arrested Rupee depreciation
(which fell 11% in FY26), it has temporarily strained market liquidity and altered established trading
strategies of domestic banks.

Key Definitions

Net Open Position (NOP): The net difference between a bank's total assets and total liabilities in a
specific foreign currency. A positive or negative NOP indicates the extent to which a bank is
"unhedged" or exposed to exchange rate fluctuations.

Non-Deliverable Forward (NDF): A cash-settled, short-term forward contract in a currency that is
not freely convertible. It allows traders to hedge or speculate on a currency (like INR) in offshore
markets like Singapore or London.

Onshore/Offshore Arbitrage: The practice of buying a currency at a lower rate in the domestic
market and selling it at a higher rate in international markets to gain from the price difference.

Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs): International investors who hold financial assets like stocks or
bonds in India; their large-scale selling often leads to Rupee depreciation.

Constitutional & Legal Provisions

Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934: Grants RBI the legal authority to regulate the forex market and
maintain the external value of the Rupee.

Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), 1999: The primary legislation governing foreign
exchange transactions in India, aimed at facilitating external trade and payments and promoting the
orderly development of the forex market.

Article 246 (Union List): The regulation of foreign exchange falls under Entry 36 of the Union List
in the Seventh Schedule of the Indian Constitution, giving the Central Government and RBI
exclusive jurisdiction.

Additional Key Points

Macroeconomic Context: The Rupee faced significant headwinds in FY26 due to continuous FPI
selling and geopolitical escalations in West Asia, necessitating RBI’s "leaning against the wind"
strategy.

Strategic Shift: The $100 million cap represents a shift from bank-specific limits to a standardized,
tighter ceiling, signaling the regulator's low tolerance for currency speculation during crises.

Internationalization of Rupee: Despite current curbs, the RBI remains committed to the long-term
goal of Rupee internationalization, which requires deep and liquid markets with minimal restrictions.

Conclusion The RBI’s decision to tighten NOP limits reflects a tactical retreat from market liberalization in
favor of financial stability. While the move has successfully checked the Rupee’s freefall, it highlights the
delicate balance the central bank must maintain between controlling volatility and fostering a globally
competitive forex market. For the banking sector, the transition involves a trade-off between speculative
profits and systemic resilience.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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UPSC Relevance

GS Paper III (Economy): Issues relating to mobilization of resources, growth, and development;
Role of RBI in managing exchange rates; Impact of global geopolitical events on the Indian
economy.

GS Paper II (Governance): Regulatory bodies and their mandate; Impact of executive decisions on
the financial sector.

3. Islamabad Peace Talks: US-Iran Diplomatic Engagement (2026)
Key Highlights of the Diplomatic Summit

Key Definitions

Historic Mediation: Islamabad has emerged as the venue for high-stakes face-to-face peace talks
between the United States and Iran, following a two-week conditional ceasefire aimed at resolving
the long-standing conflict in West Asia.

Multi-Layered Security: To facilitate the negotiations, the Pakistan government has deployed over
10,000 police and security personnel, including the Army and the Rangers, specifically securing the
"Red Zone" to house delegates.

Visa Facilitation: In a significant move to support international participation, Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar announced "Visa on Arrival" for delegates and journalists traveling for the talks,
bypassing standard bureaucratic delays.

Regional Stability Focus: The talks represent an attempt to convert a temporary truce into a lasting
peace, with the potential to significantly de-escalate tensions that have destabilized global energy
markets and regional security.

Pakistan’s Role as a Pivot: Hosting the summit allows Pakistan to reposition itself as a neutral
mediator in the Islamic world and a crucial diplomatic bridge between the West and the Middle East.

Institutional Monitoring: A dedicated control room has been established in Pakistan’s Ministry of
Interior to monitor security and logistics in real-time, ensuring zero-compromise safety for the high-
profile delegations.

Ceasefire: A temporary suspension of fighting in
which each side of a conflict agrees with the
other to halt aggressive actions.

Red Zone: A designated high-security area in a
capital city that houses key government
buildings, embassies, and diplomatic residences,
often restricted to authorized personnel during
crises.

Visa on Arrival: A policy where a country
allows foreign citizens to obtain a travel authorization at the port of entry rather than applying in
advance at an embassy.

Truce: An agreement between enemies or opponents to stop fighting or arguing for a certain time;
often a precursor to a formal peace treaty.
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Constitutional & Legal Framework (International & Domestic)

e Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations (1961): Provides the framework for diplomatic
immunity and the legal obligation of the host country (Pakistan) to protect the premises of diplomatic
missions and delegates.

e Article 40 of the Indian Constitution (DPSP): While this is a Pakistani event, Indian foreign policy
is guided by Directive Principles that promote international peace and security and maintain just and
honorable relations between nations.

e UN Charter (Chapter VI): Deals with the "Pacific Settlement of Disputes," encouraging member
states to seek solutions through negotiation, mediation, or other peaceful means—the exact legal
spirit behind the Islamabad talks.

o Foreigners Act (Pakistan/India): Domestic laws that regulate the entry, presence, and departure of
foreign nationals, which were modified via the "Visa on Arrival" executive order for this summit.

Additional Key Points

e Geopolitical Implications: The success of these talks is vital for the stability of the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical chokepoint for global oil trade.

e Track-I Diplomacy: This summit is a classic example of Track-I diplomacy, involving formal,
official government-to-government interaction to reach a political settlement.

o Economic Incentives: Stability in West Asia is directly linked to India’s and Pakistan’s energy
security and the safety of the massive diaspora working in the Gulf region.

Conclusion The transition of Islamabad into a "fortress for peace" underscores the gravity of the US-Iran
conflict. While security measures are domestic, the implications are global. The move from a conditional
ceasefire to face-to-face negotiations suggests a shift from military posturing to diplomatic pragmatism. For
the South Asian region, becoming a neutral ground for such heavyweights marks a potential shift in the
diplomatic gravity of the continent.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II: International Relations; Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests; Effect of policies and politics of developed and
developing countries on India’s interests.

e GS Paper III: Security challenges and their management in border areas; Linkages between
development and spread of extremism in the West Asian context.

4. Great Nicobar Island (GNI) Mega-Infrastructure Project: A Strategic Overview
Summary of the Draft Master Plan

o Economic Pivot: The draft master plan identifies tourism as the "primary economic driver," aiming
for an annual inflow of over one million tourists by 2055 to sustain the island's economy.

o Demographic Projection: The plan envisions a significant population surge, projecting an increase
from the current levels to 3.36 lakh by 2055 to support the proposed permanent and temporary job
markets.

e Core Infrastructure: The 392,000-crore project comprises four pillars: an International Container
Transshipment Terminal (ICTT), a greenfield strategic airport, a gas and solar-based power plant,

and a developed township.
-
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Tribal Displacement Concerns: The local Nicobarese community has formally withdrawn consent,
citing unsettled forest rights and contradictions between development zones and proposed tribal
relocation sites.

Strategic Buffer Zone: The plan suggests future development in the : .slﬁ-&“‘-”;
Pemmaya buffer area; however, this conflicts with separate proposals

to shift indigenous tribes further north to Pulobhabi.

Legal and Procedural Status: While Stage-I clearance was granted
in 2022, the project currently faces judicial scrutiny in the Calcutta _
High Court regarding environmental and tribal rights clearances. O

Key Definitions -,

International Container Transshipment Terminal (ICTT): A
specialized port facility where containers are moved from one vessel
to another for further transport to their final destination, leveraging
the island's proximity to the Malacca Strait.

Stage-I Clearance: The preliminary "in-principle" approval given by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) for diverting forest land for non-forest purposes.

Buffer Area: A neutral area serving to separate two or more bodies of land, often used in GNI to
demarcate tribal reserves from developmental zones.

Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006: A law that recognizes the rights of forest-dwelling tribal
communities to forest resources, on which as their livelihoods and habitation depend.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

Fifth and Sixth Schedules: While GNI is a Union Territory, the spirit of these schedules governs the
protection of indigenous tribal interests and land rights.

Article 243: Pertains to the administration of Union Territories and the powers of the President to
make regulations for the peace, progress, and good government of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Protection of Aboriginal Tribes (Regulation), 1956: A specific legal framework for the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands that prohibits the entry of outsiders into tribal reserves without authorization.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006: The legal basis under the
Environment Protection Act, 1986, which requires large infrastructure projects to undergo rigorous
environmental scrutiny and public consultation.

Additional Key Points

Strategic Imperative: The project is vital for India's maritime security, providing a "string of pearls"
counter-strategy in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) near the Great Channel.

Biodiversity Risk: The Galathea Bay area is a prime nesting site for the Giant Leatherback Turtle,
and the project footprint overlaps with the Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve.

Ecological Compensation: To mitigate forest loss, the government has proposed "compensatory
afforestation" in Haryana, a move criticized by experts due to the vast difference in ecosystem types.

Conclusion The Great Nicobar Master Plan represents a high-stakes balancing act between national
security-cum-economic ambitions and ecological-indigenous preservation. While the projected growth in
tourism and transshipment could transform India's maritime footprint, the withdrawal of tribal consent and
]
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the legal challenges in the Calcutta High Court highlight significant gaps in the "social license" required for
such mega-projects. Sustainable development here necessitates a more transparent reconciliation of tribal
forest rights with the proposed demographic shifts.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies I: Geographical features and their location; Issues related to indigenous tribes and
population displacement.

General Studies II: Government policies and interventions for development; Statutory, regulatory,
and various quasi-judicial bodies (NITI Aayog, NGT).

5. Judicial Primacy of Pensions Over Welfare Schemes: Bombay High Court Ruling
Core Summary and Judicial Observations

Strict Judicial Directives: The Bombay High Court (HC) has sternly directed the Maharashtra
government to prioritize the payment of pensions to retired employees over the funding of new
populist welfare schemes.

Financial Priority: While hearing a plea by a retired Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC)
teacher regarding non-payment of benefits, the court remarked that if state coffers are empty, the
government should "sell furniture" but must fulfill its pensionary obligations.

Welfare vs. Liability: The court specifically referenced the "Ladki Bahin Yojana" (providing X1,500
monthly to 1.5 crore women), suggesting such schemes should be halted if the state cannot meet its
mandatory statutory liabilities like pensions.

Fundamental Right to Pension: The ruling reaffirms that pension is not a "bounty" or a matter of
government charity but a hard-earned right of an employee for past services rendered.

Accountability for Local Bodies: The court emphasized that the financial mismanagement of
municipal bodies like the BMC cannot be an excuse for withholding the terminal benefits of retired
public servants.

Distinction of Funds: The HC highlighted that discretionary spending on cash-transfer schemes
cannot take precedence over the constitutionally protected right to a dignified life for retirees.

Key Definitions

Pension: A periodic payment made by the
state/employer to a person in consideration of past
service; it is viewed as "deferred wages" rather than a
gift.

Ladki Bahin Yojana: A flagship social welfare
scheme of the Maharashtra government designed to
provide direct financial assistance to women to
enhance their socio-economic status.

Commutation of Pension: A process where a retiree can opt to receive a portion of their future
pension as a lump-sum payment upfront.

Gratuity: A statutory benefit paid to an employee as a token of appreciation for their long and
meritorious service at the time of retirement.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
9972258970 / 9740702455 8



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU
Constitutional and Legal Provisions

o Article 21: The Right to Life and Personal Liberty. The judiciary consistently interprets the non-
payment of pension as a violation of Article 21, as it deprives a citizen of their means of livelihood
and dignity.

o Article 300A: The Right to Property. In several landmark cases, the Supreme Court has ruled that
pension is a "property" under Article 300A, and no person shall be deprived of it save by authority of
law.

o Article 14: Right to Equality. Arbitrary withholding of pensions while funding other discretionary
expenditures is often viewed as a violation of the principles of reasonableness and equality.

e Doctrine of Legitimate Expectation: A legal principle where a person has a reasonable expectation
of receiving a benefit based on established state policy or law.

Additional Key Points

o State of Finances: The ruling brings into focus the fiscal health of state governments that are
increasingly opting for "Direct Benefit Transfer" (DBT) schemes, often leading to a squeeze on
capital expenditure and committed liabilities.

o Impact on Retired Employees: Delayed pensions lead to severe hardships, particularly for those in
the education and municipal sectors who rely entirely on these funds for medical and living
expenses.

o Precedent Setting: This observation serves as a warning to other state governments across India
regarding the legal risks of prioritizing "populist measures" over "statutory duties."

Conclusion The Bombay High Court’s intervention underscores a critical constitutional boundary: the
government's duty to its employees is a binding legal obligation that transcends political expediency. While
social welfare schemes like the Ladki Bahin Yojana are essential for inclusive growth, they cannot be
sustained at the cost of the basic livelihood of those who have served the state. Fiscal discipline must ensure
that mandatory payments are ring-fenced from the fluctuations of welfare spending.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies I1: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States; Issues and challenges
pertaining to the federal structure; Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections; Role of the Judiciary in
protecting fundamental rights.

e General Studies I1I: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning and mobilization of resources;
Government Budgeting and fiscal management; Challenges of populist economics vs. fiscal
responsibility.

6. WII Recommendation Against Greenfield Airport in Puri: Ecological and Aviation
Risks

Summary of WII Findings and Project Overview

»'7

e Collision and Aviation Risk: The Wildlife Institute of India
(WII) has advised against the Shree Jagannath International
Airport, noting that the massive influx of migratory birds in
the Puri-Chilika corridor poses a severe risk of bird-hit
accidents for aircraft.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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o Proximity to Ramsar Site: The proposed 471.401-hectare site at Sipasurubali is critically close to
Chilika Lake, Asia's largest brackish water lagoon and a wetland of international importance under
the Ramsar Convention.

e Threat to Sensitive Fauna: WII highlighted potential negative impacts on the migration routes of
Olive Ridley sea turtles and the habitat of the endangered Irrawaddy dolphins along the Puri coast.

o Capacity Constraints: The project was initiated by the Odisha government and AAI because the
existing Biju Patnaik International Airport in Bhubaneswar lacks the land required for further runway
expansion.

o Land Composition: The project involves 27.887 hectares of forest land under the Puri Wildlife
Division, requiring mandatory Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) clearance and environmental
scrutiny.

o Regulatory Intervention: Despite initial site clearance from the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the FAC
mandated a WII assessment to evaluate the project's impact on the Central Asian Flyway and coastal
biodiversity.

Key Definitions

e Greenfield Airport: A new airport project built from scratch on undeveloped land, as opposed to a
"Brownfield" project which involves expanding or upgrading an existing facility.

o Ramsar Site: A wetland designated to be of international importance under the Ramsar Convention
(1971), an intergovernmental treaty for the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands.

o Central Asian Flyway (CAF): A major migration route for birds covering a large area of Eurasia
between the Arctic and Indian Oceans, including the Indian subcontinent.

o Bird-Hit: A collision between an airborne animal (usually a bird or bat) and a man-made vehicle,
especially an aircraft, which can lead to catastrophic engine failure.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

e Article 48A: Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) stating that the State shall endeavor to
protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country.

e Article 51A(g): Fundamental Duty of every citizen to protect and improve the natural environment
including forests, lakes, rivers, and wildlife.

o Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Provides the legal framework for the protection of various species of
wild animals and plants, and the management of their habitats.

e Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980: Requires central government approval for the diversion of forest
land for non-forest purposes like airport construction.

e Wetland (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017: Regulates activities within wetlands and
their influence zones to prevent ecological degradation.

Additional Key Points

e Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ): The area surrounding protected regions like Chilika acts as a "shock
absorber," and large-scale industrial or infrastructure activity here is strictly regulated by the
MoEFCC.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
9972258970 / 9740702455 10



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

The Chilika Conflict: Chilika Lake hosts over a million birds of approximately 200 species during
winter; any flight path intersecting this zone creates a permanent ecological-safety conflict.

Irrawaddy Dolphins: The Satapada area of Chilika is the only known habitat of Irrawaddy dolphins
in India; noise pollution and habitat disturbance from low-flying aircraft could impact their sonar-
based navigation.

Conclusion The WII’s rejection of the Puri Greenfield Airport underscores a growing trend in Indian
environmental governance where ecological security is given precedence over infrastructure expansion.
While the need for better connectivity to the holy city of Puri is economically significant, the risks to the
Central Asian Flyway and the unique biodiversity of the Odisha coast present an insurmountable barrier.
Sustainable development in this region will likely require looking for alternative sites further away from the
sensitive Chilika-Puri eco-corridor.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies I: Important Geophysical phenomena (migration patterns); Geographical features
and their location-changes in critical geographical features and flora and fauna.

General Studies II: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies (WII, AAI, FAC);
Government policies for development.

7. The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhisthan (VBSA) Bill: Critiques and Propositions

Summary of the Legislative Framework and Concerns

Statutory Backing for NEP 2020: The VBSA Bill seeks to provide a legal foundation for the
National Education Policy (NEP 2020), transitioning higher education governance from the
University Grants Commission (UGC) model to a new centralized structure.

Centralization and Federal Friction: Critics argue the Bill constitutes "constitutional overreach"
by allowing Union-controlled councils to dictate standards for State-funded and private universities,
potentially violating the spirit of the Concurrent List.

Structural Reorganization: The Bill proposes three primary verticals—the Regulatory Council
(Viniyaman Parishad), the Accreditation Council (Gunvatta Parishad), and the Standards Council
(Manak Parishad)—shifting authority from academics to a more bureaucratic, top-down setup.

Financial Autonomy at Risk: The Ministry of Education is set to directly handle fund allocation, a
role previously managed by the autonomous UGC, raising fears of "bureaucratic overreach" and the
loss of institutional independence for IITs and IIMs.

Social Justice and Equity: Concerns have V ‘

been raised regarding the absence of explicit
provisions for affirmative action (SC/ST/OBC
reservations) and a perceived shift toward a
"loan-based" model rather than education as a
public-funded enterprise.

3 the
Secretariat

Proposed Alternative Governance: Scholars
suggest a 50:50 weightage between the Union
and State Higher Education Councils (SHECs)
in decision-making to ensure regional equity,
linguistic autonomy, and social justice.
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Key Definitions

e Concurrent List: Under the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, this list includes subjects (like
Education) where both the Union and State governments can legislate, though Union law prevails in
case of conflict.

e Accreditation: A process of quality assurance and improvement where an institution is assessed by
an external body to determine if applicable standards are met.

o Affirmative Action: Policy measures designed to provide equal opportunities for historically
disadvantaged groups, primarily through reservations in educational institutions.

e Block Grants: Large sums of money granted by the central government to regional administrations
or institutions with only general provisions as to how it is to be spent.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

o Article 246 (Seventh Schedule): Entry 66 of the Union List grants Parliament power for
"coordination and determination of standards" in HEIs, while Entry 25 of the Concurrent List covers
"Education, including technical education, medical education and universities."

e UGC Act, 1956: The existing statutory framework that the VBSA Bill seeks to dilute; specifically
Section 13, which mandates consultation with universities before inspections.

e Article 15(4) and 15(5): Enable the State to make special provisions for the advancement of socially
and educationally backward classes or for SCs and STs regarding admission to educational
institutions.

e Article 46: A Directive Principle mandating the State to promote the educational and economic
interests of the weaker sections of the people.

Additional Key Points

o Technology-Driven Assessment: The Bill emphasizes output-based evaluation (patents and
publications) and technology-driven quality checks, which critics argue may sideline actual learning
outcomes and social impact.

o National Research Foundation (NRF): While intended to boost research, current proposals lack
specific block grants for State Universities, which cater to the majority of Indian students.

o Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC): A proposed alternative to the current Bill that would
separate the funding mechanism from the Ministry to maintain professional and academic neutrality.

Conclusion The VBSA Bill represents a significant paradigm shift in Indian higher education, aiming for
global competitiveness through centralized regulation. However, the success of such a transformative
agenda depends on balancing the Union's drive for standards with the States' constitutional role and the
autonomy of academic institutions. Transitioning from a consultative UGC model to a prescriptive
bureaucratic one requires careful deliberation by the Joint Parliamentary Committee to ensure that the
diversity, equity, and federal character of Indian education are not compromised in the pursuit of "Viksit
Bharat."

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies II: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services
relating to Education; Issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure; Devolution of powers
and finances up to local levels.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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e General Studies I1I: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and MSP (analogous to
education funding debates); Government Budgeting; Science and Technology- developments and
their applications.

8. Strengthening Sea-Based Deterrence: The Commissioning of INS Aridhaman
Summary of the SSBN Program and INS Aridhaman

e Quiet Commissioning: INS Aridhaman, the third nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine
(SSBN) under the Arihant-class program, has reportedly entered service, following INS Arihant
(2016) and INS Arighat (2024).

o Enhanced Strike Capability: Compared to its predecessors, the 7000-tonne Aridhaman offers a
significant upgrade, capable of carrying up to 24 K-15 Sagarika missiles (short-range) or up to 8
nuclear-tipped K-4/K-5 intermediate-range missiles.

e Nuclear Triad Consolidation: The induction solidifies India's nuclear triad—the ability to launch
nuclear weapons from land (Agni missiles), air (Rafale/Mirage 2000), and sea—joining an elite
group of nations (P5) with similar capabilities.

o Strategic Deterrence: Seca-based assets are considered the most "survivable" leg of the nuclear triad,
crucial for India’s "No First Use" (NFU) policy as they provide a reliable second-strike capability.

e Geopolitical Context: The expansion of the SSBN fleet is a direct response to the worsening
security environment in the Indian Ocean, characterized by increasing Chinese naval presence and
dual-use research vessels.

o Indigenization and Atmanirbharta: The project underscores India's quest for self-reliance in
defense production, particularly as global supply chains remain strained by the Russia-Ukraine and
West Asia conflicts.

Key Definitions

e SSBN (Submersible Ship Ballistic Nuclear): A
nuclear-powered submarine capable of carrying and
launching ballistic missiles with nuclear warheads.

e Nuclear Triad: A three-pronged military force structure
that consists of land-launched nuclear missiles, nuclear-
armed submarines, and strategic aircraft with nuclear
bombs and missiles.

e Second-Strike Capability: The assured ability of a country to respond to a nuclear attack with
powerful nuclear retaliation, even after its land-based assets are destroyed.

e K-Series Missiles: Named after Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, these are submarine-launched ballistic
missiles (SLBMs); the K-4 has a range of approximately 3500 km, while the K-15 (Sagarika) covers
about 750 km.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

e Article 51: Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) mandate that the State shall endeavor to
promote international peace and security; maintaining a credible deterrent is viewed as a means to
prevent conflict.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
9972258970 / 9740702455 13



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

o Article 73: Extends the executive power of the Union to matters with respect to which Parliament
has power to make laws, including defense and external affairs.

e The Atomic Energy Act, 1962: Provides the legal framework for the development and control of
atomic energy, which powers the reactors of the Arihant-class submarines.

e No First Use (NFU) Doctrine (2003): While not a statute, it is the official Cabinet-approved policy
stating India will only use nuclear weapons in retaliation against a nuclear attack on Indian territory
or Indian forces anywhere.

Additional Key Points

e Evolution of Modern Warfare: Recent conflicts in West Asia demonstrate that modern wars are
multi-domain; the maritime leg (e.g., Strait of Hormuz) often becomes the center of gravity even in
land-based disputes.

e Operation Sindoor: Reference to India's counter-terror responses against Pakistan highlights the
potential for naval dimensions to be integrated into traditional counter-insurgency or counter-terror
operations.

e Future Roadmap: India aims to commission its first fully indigenous nuclear attack submarine
(SSN) by 2036, moving beyond the Arihant-class design.

o Technological Integration: Future challenges involve the efficient integration of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and autonomous systems into submarine design to keep pace with China’s rapid
naval modernization.

Conclusion The commissioning of INS Aridhaman marks a pivotal moment in India's maritime strategy,
shifting the focus from coastal defense to deep-sea deterrence. By enhancing the quality and quantity of its
underwater nuclear arsenal, India effectively raises the cost of misadventure for regional adversaries.
However, the true test for the Indian Navy lies in balancing high-cost capital acquisitions like SSBNs with
the emerging need for disruptive technologies like unmanned underwater vehicles and Al-driven
surveillance.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies II: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s
interests; India’s neighborhood relations.

e General Studies III: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in
everyday life; Indigenization of technology and developing new technology; Role of external state
and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security; Security challenges and their
management in border areas.

9. Gaganyaan Mission: Successful Completion of Second Integrated Air Drop Test
(IADT-02)

Core Summary and Technical Milestones

e Deceleration System Validation: ISRO successfully conducted the second Integrated Air Drop Test
(IADT-02) at Sriharikota, specifically designed to validate the complex parachute-based deceleration
system required for safe crew return.

e Operational Execution: A simulated Crew Module (CM), weighing 5.7 tonnes (equivalent to the G1
uncrewed mission mass), was released from an IAF Chinook helicopter at an altitude of 3 km to

simulate the final descent phase.
|
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Sequential Deployment: The test demonstrated the
precise deployment of 10 parachutes of four distinct
types in a synchronized sequence to reduce the
module's velocity before a controlled splashdown in
the sea.

Inter-Agency Coordination: The mission involved
seamless collaboration between ISRO, the Indian
Air Force for the aerial drop, the Indian Navy for
recovery operations, and DRDO for technical
support.

Path to G1 Mission: This test follows the first IADT conducted in August 2025 and serves as a
critical precursor to the Gaganyaan G1 (first uncrewed mission) scheduled for 2026.

System Readiness: The successful recovery of the module from the Bay of Bengal confirms the
readiness of the recovery protocols and the structural integrity of the crew module during water
impact.

Key Definitions

Crew Module (CM): The pressurized spacecraft cabin designed to house astronauts, provide a life
support system, and protect the crew during atmospheric re-entry.

Integrated Air Drop Test (IADT): A flight test where a simulated spacecraft is dropped from an
aircraft to test the performance of parachutes and recovery systems under gravity.

Gaganyaan G1: The inaugural uncrewed flight of the Gaganyaan program intended to test all
systems, including the launch vehicle and orbital module, before human flight.

Deceleration System: A multi-stage system (typically parachutes and thrusters) used to slow down a
spacecraft from orbital speeds to a safe landing velocity.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

Article 51A(h): A Fundamental Duty of Indian citizens to develop the scientific temper, humanism,
and the spirit of inquiry and reform; space exploration is a pinnacle of this duty.

The Space Policy 2023: Provides the strategic framework for ISRO’s transition from a launch-
centric organization to one focused on advanced research, human spaceflight, and deep space
exploration.

Article 246 (Union List): Entry 6 of the Seventh Schedule places "Atomic Energy and mineral
resources necessary for its production" and "Space Research" under the exclusive legislative
jurisdiction of the Parliament.

Additional Key Points

Mass Simulation: The 5.7-tonne weight is critical as it mimics the exact ballistic coefficient the
actual mission will face, ensuring the parachute drag calculations are accurate.

Redundancy Testing: The deployment of 10 parachutes ensures "fault tolerance," meaning even if
one parachute fails, the remaining ones can ensure a survivable landing.
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Recovery Operations: The involvement of the Indian Navy's specialized diving and recovery teams
is essential for the "Human-Rating" of the mission, where time-sensitive recovery is vital for
astronaut safety.

Strategic Significance: Gaganyaan will make India the fourth nation (after Russia, USA, and China)
to launch an independent human spaceflight mission, significantly enhancing India's "soft power"
and technological sovereignty.

Conclusion The success of IADT-02 is a major technical "green signal" for the Gaganyaan timeline. By
mastering the art of returning a heavy module from the atmosphere to a precise spot in the ocean, ISRO has
cleared one of the most hazardous phases of human spaceflight. While the launch upward requires massive
power, the journey downward requires extreme precision; this test proves that India’s indigenous recovery
systems are robust enough to handle the 5.7-tonne payload, bringing the nation closer to its 2026 manned
mission goal.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies ITI: Achievements of Indians in science & technology; Indigenization of
technology and developing new technology; Awareness in the fields of Space and IT.

General Studies II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors
(Science & Technology).

10. 9th Indian Ocean Conference: India’s Strategic Stance on West Asia Conflict
Key Highlights and Summary of the Port Louis Declaration

Principled Opposition to Civilian Targeting: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar emphasized
India’s firm stand against the targeting of civilians and critical infrastructure, framing it as a non-
negotiable tenet of international humanitarian law.

Maritime Security and Navigation: India highlighted the critical need to protect commercial
shipping and ensure "safe and unimpeded" navigation, specifically addressing disruptions caused by
the West Asia conflict and blockades in the Strait of Hormuz.

Economic Implications for IOR: The conference noted the "overarching implications" of the
conflict on energy prices, trade routes, and fertilizer supplies, which directly threaten the economic
stability of societies in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

Energy Diplomacy with Mauritius: Amidst the
regional crisis, India 1s finalizing a landmark
agreement to supply oil and gas to Mauritius,
reinforcing its role as a "net security provider" and
reliable energy partner.

Regional Consultations: On the sidelines, India
engaged with newly formed governments in Nepal
and Bangladesh, and traditional partners like Bhutan
and Seychelles, focusing on mitigating energy
shortages and revitalizing regional cooperation.

Fragility of Ceasefire: Leaders, including the Mauritius PM and Oman’s Foreign Minister, warned
against complacency regarding the current two-week ceasefire, citing the risk of further global
fragmentation and "zero-sum competition" in the IOR.
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Key Definitions

Indian Ocean Conference (IOC): An annual diplomatic forum initiated to bring together states
bordering the Indian Ocean to discuss regional cooperation, maritime security, and sustainable
development.

Net Security Provider: A strategic role assumed by a nation (here, India) to enhance the security
and stability of its maritime neighborhood through capacity building, disaster relief, and military
assistance.

Strait of Hormuz: A vital chokepoint between the Gulf of Oman and the Persian Gulf; it is the
world’s most important oil transit pass, where blockades can trigger global energy shocks.

Chagos Islands Dispute: A long-standing territorial disagreement between Mauritius and the UK
(supported by the US) over the decolonization of the archipelago, which has also impacted Maldives-
Mauritius relations.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

Article 51 (Directive Principles of State Policy): Mandates that the State shall endeavor to promote
international peace and security, maintain just and honorable relations between nations, and foster
respect for international law.

UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea): The primary international legal
framework governing maritime rights, including the "Freedom of Navigation" and "Innocent
Passage" through territorial waters and straits.

International Humanitarian Law (IHL): Specifically the Geneva Conventions, which prohibit the
targeting of non-combatants and civilian infrastructure during armed conflicts.

SAGAR Policy (Security and Growth for All in the Region): India’s strategic vision for the Indian
Ocean, emphasizing collective action and maritime cooperation to ensure a stable and prosperous
neighborhood.

Additional Key Points

The "Islamabad Talks'": The conference was overshadowed by the commencement of critical
negotiations between U.S. and Iranian officials in Pakistan, aimed at de-escalating the West Asia
conflict.

Bilateral Reset: The meeting with Nepal’s new Foreign Minister under PM Balendra Shah’s
government signals India’s proactive approach to maintaining stability in its immediate
neighborhood despite internal political shifts in partner nations.

SAARC and Regionalism: Bangladesh’s call for "revitalizing SAARC" highlights a growing
regional appetite for institutional mechanisms to handle collective crises, though India continues to
prioritize BIMSTEC and IORA due to historical constraints with SAARC.

Conclusion The 9th Indian Ocean Conference underscores India’s evolving role as a stabilizing force in a
volatile geopolitical landscape. By balancing its condemnation of civilian targeting with pragmatic energy
diplomacy, New Delhi is reinforcing its leadership in the "Global South." The insistence on keeping the
Indian Ocean free of "zero-sum competition" reflects India’s desire to prevent regional waters from
becoming a secondary theater for the West Asia conflict, thereby safeguarding its own economic and energy
security.
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UPSC Relevance

General Studies II: India and its neighborhood- relations; Bilateral, regional and global groupings
and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests; Effect of policies and politics of
developed and developing countries on India’s interests.

General Studies III: Security challenges and their management in border areas - linkages of
organized crime with terrorism; Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to
internal security.

11. Impact of West Asia Conflict on MSME Export Compliance

Key Issues and Impact Summary

Key Definitions

Increased Compliance Complexity: MSME exporters are facing a surge in paperwork and
regulatory uncertainty due to shipment rerouting and "back-to-town" procedures necessitated by the
West Asia crisis.

Resource Constraints: Unlike large corporations, MSMEs lack dedicated compliance teams or
specialized software, relying on fragmented systems like spreadsheets, which makes tracking volatile
global tariffs and HS codes error-prone.

Financial and Working Capital Stress: Disruptions are leading to higher "landed costs,"
warehousing expenses, and severe working capital crunches, threatening the export competitiveness
of the small-scale sector.

Logistical Deadlocks: Shipments diverted to alternate ports often leave exporters responsible for
final delivery, while delays in reaching European ports cause them to miss critical quarterly tariff
quotas, forcing 90-day waits.

Administrative Hurdles: The "back-to-town" procedure for returned cargo is legally cumbersome
and currently ineligible for benefits under specific government relief schemes, adding to the
entrepreneur's burden.

Inter-Ministerial Intervention: The Commerce Ministry and the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways (MoPSW) have initiated stakeholder consultations to streamline procedures and mitigate
the "chaos" in the export system.

Triple whammy

There are three different types of disruptions MSMEs face
due to the West Asia conflict

MSMEs: Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises; defined in India based on
investment in plant/machinery and annual
turnover. They are the backbone of Indian
exports, contributing nearly 45% to the total.

" ® When a cargo is diverted back, it
' has to be stored in a warehouse or
., taken back to the factory

® When shipments get routed to a
different port, it is left to the
exporter to figure out the next step

Landed Cost: The total price of a product or
shipment once it has arrived at a buyer's
doorstep, including the original price,
transportation fees, customs, duties, taxes,
and insurance.

® Many destinations have tariff
% quotas for particular preducts which
get filled within the first day itself

HS Code (Harmonized System): An international standardized system of names and numbers to
classify traded products, essential for determining applicable tariffs and compliance rules.
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o Back-to-Town Procedure: A customs process where exported goods that could not be delivered are
brought back into the domestic tariff area; it involves significant documentation to prove the goods
were not sold abroad.

o Tariff Quotas: A trade policy tool that allows a pre-determined quantity of a product to be imported
at a lower tariff rate, with higher rates applying once the quota is reached.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

o Article 19(1)(g): The Fundamental Right to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation,
trade, or business. Regulatory over-burdening during crises is often seen as a challenge to the
"reasonable restrictions" clause.

e Article 301: Declares that trade, commerce, and intercourse throughout the territory of India shall be
free, emphasizing the state's duty to minimize procedural bottlenecks.

e MSME Development (MSMED) Act, 2006: The primary legal framework aimed at facilitating the
promotion, development, and enhancement of the competitiveness of MSMEs.

e Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation) Act, 1992: Empowers the Central Government to
formulate and implement the Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) and regulate imports and exports.

Additional Key Points

e Risk of De-globalization: If MSMEs cannot navigate the current "regulatory chaos," India risks a
structural decline in its export agility, leading to a loss of market share to regional competitors.

e The RELIEF Scheme Gap: Current export benefit schemes often do not account for "force
majeure" events like war, leaving exporters who are forced to bring back cargo without financial
recourse or duty drawbacks.

» Digital Divide: The crisis has highlighted the urgent need for "compliance-as-a-service" digital tools
for MSMEs to help them manage real-time changes in global trade laws.

Conclusion The West Asia conflict has transformed from a purely geopolitical and logistical crisis into a
significant "compliance trap" for India’s MSMEs. While inter-ministerial meetings are a positive step, the
situation demands an immediate simplification of "back-to-town" norms and potentially a temporary
moratorium on penalties for shipment delays. For MSME:s to survive this period of high global volatility, the
government must bridge the gap between policy intent and the ground-level administrative reality of small-
scale exporting.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies III: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources,
growth, development and employment; Changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth.

e General Studies II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and
issues arising out of their design and implementation.

12. Constitutional Morality: A Strategic Summary for Civil Services Excellence
Core Summary and Conceptual Framework

e Defining Constitutional Morality: It refers to the formal virtues of a constitutional sensibility,
including self-restraint, respect for pluralism, deference to established processes, and a commitment

to an open culture of criticism rather than absolute authoritative claims.
-

9972258970 / 9740702455 19



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

The "Trouser Term" Critique: Philosophically, the term is often criticized as indeterminate—
meaning it derives its definition only in opposition to "societal morality." However, its primary
function is to protect constitutional commitments to freedom and equality from entrenched social
prohibitions.

Standpoint for Adjudication: While it may not provide a specific rule for every case, it provides a
diagnostic standpoint to judge the judiciary itself, alerting us to the presence of unaccountable power
or moments where freedom is treated with suspicion.

Reconciling Liberty and Autonomy: In landmark cases like Sabarimala, the concept forces a
reconciliation between individual liberty/equality and the autonomy of religious or social institutions,
asking when a practice so burdens civic equality that it must be discarded.

The Danger of Judicial Nihilism: The author warns that an erosion of procedural discipline and
predictive stability leads to "judicial nihilism," where outcomes appear random or contingent rather
than based on steady moral substance.

Defense Against Reactionary Assaults: A reactionary rejection of constitutional morality risks
sowing seeds of moral and judicial chaos; it is essential to uphold it as a safeguard against the
"originators of chaos" in the political and judicial complex.

Key Definitions

Constitutional Morality: Adherence to the core principles of the Constitution (like liberty, equality,
and fraternity) over the changing whims of a majority or traditional social norms.

Societal Morality: The prevailing ethical standards or traditional norms of a specific society at a
given time, which may sometimes conflict with constitutional rights.

Judicial Overreach: When the judiciary starts interfering with the proper functioning of the
legislative or executive organs of the government.

Parliamentary Sovereignty: The principle that the legislative body has absolute sovereignty and is
supreme over all other government institutions, including executive or judicial bodies.

Constitutional and Legal Provisions

Article 14: Guarantees Equality before Law, a primary value that constitutional morality seeks to
protect against discriminatory social practices.

Article 21: Protection of Life and Personal Liberty; constitutional morality ensures that "liberty" is
interpreted through a constitutional lens rather than a restrictive social one.

Article 25 & 26: Freedom of religion and autonomy of religious denominations; these are the sites
where constitutional morality often mediates the conflict between tradition and individual rights.

Preamble: The source of the "moral substance" mentioned in the text, emphasizing Justice, Liberty,
Equality, and Fraternity as the bedrock of the Indian Republic.

Additional Key Points

Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India: A pivotal case where the Supreme Court used constitutional
morality to strike down Section 377, prioritizing constitutional rights over societal taboos.

The Role of the Bar: The author notes that the legal fraternity must defend principle rather than
appeasing judicial sensitivities, preventing proceedings from becoming a "theatre of the absurd."
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e Due Process: The summary emphasizes that disenfranchisement or injury to eligible citizens (e.g., in
West Bengal) cannot be ignored without violating the essence of a constitutional process.

Conclusion Constitutional morality is not a top-down judicial ruse to extend authority over society, but a
necessary diagnostic tool to ensure that institutions remain accountable to the formal virtues of the
Constitution. It acts as a bridge between the cold letter of the law and the living spirit of equality. Without it,
the legal system risks drifting into a state of unpredictability and arbitrariness that undermines the very
democracy it is meant to protect.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies II: Indian Constitution—historical underpinnings, evolution, features, and
significant provisions; Structure, organization and functioning of the Judiciary; Comparison of the
Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries.

o Ethics (GS IV): Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
Strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance; Concepts of "Public Morality" vs.
"Constitutional Morality."
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