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1. India-US Bilateral Talks: Strategic Convergence and Maritime Security
Executive Summary

Unimpeded Maritime Commerce: India and the United States have strongly reaffirmed their
shared interest in ensuring safe, uninterrupted maritime trade, particularly in the wake of global
supply chain vulnerabilities caused by ongoing conflicts in West Asia.

Primacy of the Strategic Alliance: The US administration clarified that its operational or "tactical"
relations with other regional nations—including its engagement with Pakistan regarding West Asian
diplomatic mediation—will not come at the cost of its fundamental, deep-seated strategic partnership
with India.

Indo-Pacific Expansion: The geographical and strategic ambit of a "Free and Open Indo-Pacific"
has been expanded beyond the immediate region to include critical international choke points like the
Strait of Hormuz, with both nations opposing the unilateral disruption or weaponization of
international waters.

Bilateral Agenda and Dispute Resolution: High-level institutional dialogues focused on key
friction points, including rebalancing trade, finalizing a sustainable bilateral trade agreement,
navigating energy diversification, and resolving visa and immigration bottlenecks for skilled Indian
professionals.

High-Level Political Reassurance: Emphasizing the personal convergence between leadership, the
US executive leadership reaffirmed that India remains an indispensable global ally that can depend
entirely on American strategic backing, describing the current phase of the relationship as closer than
ever before.

Core Definitions

Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

Strategic Partnership: A long-term, institutionalized interaction between sovereign states based on
shared political, economic, military, and diplomatic objectives, which transcends transactional or
short-term security considerations.

Tactical Relations: Short-term, localized, or issue-specific diplomatic engagements between nations
designed to address immediate operational objectives without involving deep structural or
foundational alignments.

Choke Point (Maritime): A narrow strategic
channel or waterway connecting two larger bodies
of water, which is highly critical for global
commerce and navigation, yet vulnerable to
blockades or military disruption (e.g., the Strait of
Hormuz, Malacca Strait).

Article 51 of the Indian Constitution: Under the
Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP), Article 51 explicitly mandates that India shall strive to
promote international peace and security, maintain just and honourable relations between nations,
and foster respect for international law and treaty obligations.

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982: The primary international
legal matrix governing maritime conduct. It protects the "Right of Innocent Passage" and freedom of
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navigation through international straits, directly aligned with India’s push for uninterrupted maritime
trade.

Bilateral Legal Frameworks: Security ties between India and the US are anchored in foundational
agreements that enable interoperability: the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement
(LEMOA), the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA), and the Basic
Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA).

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

De-risking the Global Economy: India seeks to overcome historical hesitations by strengthening
ties with the US to foster open markets, establish reliable global supply chains, and diversify its
structural energy security matrix.

Zero-Sum Geopolitics Rejected: India maintains its strategic autonomy by holding strong multi-
aligned relations with all major poles in West Asia (including Iran, Israel, and the US), refusing to
treat regional diplomacy as a zero-sum calculation.

The Quad Synergy: These bilateral deliberations directly reinforce the broader agenda of the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad), emphasizing rule-of-law adherence and market practices
among maritime democracies.

Conclusion

The latest high-level interaction between New Delhi and Washington underlines a mature phase in India-US
relations, where long-term strategic convergence seamlessly coexists with independent tactical balancing.
By elevating maritime trade security to a shared global imperative and addressing structural economic
issues, both democracies are shifting from historical hesitations toward an enduring, resilient global
partnership.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II (GS-2): International Relations—Bilateral, regional, and global groupings
and agreements involving India and/or affecting India's interests; Effect of policies and politics of
developed and developing countries on India's interests, and Indian diaspora.

General Studies Paper III (GS-3): Internal Security and Economy—Security challenges and their
management in border areas and maritime zones; Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, and Global Trade
Routes.

2. Quad Framework Resilient Amid Transnational Challenges: Japan
Executive Summary

Vital Strategic Relevance: Japan has strongly reaffirmed that the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(Quad) remains a vital, foundational framework among democratic nations that share deep structural
values and strategic security interests.

Focus on Economic Security: The upcoming agenda prioritizes building high-technology supply
chain resilience and cooperation over critical minerals essential for green energy transition, shifting
the Quad's primary focus toward comprehensive economic security.

Infrastructure and Regulatory Demands: Japan is actively advancing critical mineral projects
within India while simultaneously urging New Delhi to provide enhanced infrastructure, deeper tax
incentives, and stronger statutory frameworks for intellectual property rights (IPR).

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Navigating Geopolitical Choke Points: The ~~| L=
multinational platform is taking critical stock of
widening West Asian geopolitical disruptions,
including volatile blockades near the Strait of
Hormuz and specific regional flashpoints like the
US-led kinetic targeting of the Iranian frigate
IRIS Dena in the Indian Ocean.

Reviving Leaders-Level Diplomacy: The
Ministerial gathering aims to build political consensus and design a concrete future path to bridge
underlying bilateral frictions, setting the operational stage for the next institutional Quad Summit.

Core Definitions

Quad (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue): An informal, plurilateral strategic forum comprising
India, Japan, Australia, and the United States, focused on maintaining a free, open, prosperous, and
inclusive Indo-Pacific region based on a rules-based order.

Critical Minerals: Metallic or non-metallic elements (such as lithium, cobalt, and rare earth
elements) that are essential for modern high-technology, green energy infrastructure, and national
defense applications, yet face significant risks of supply chain disruption.

Intellectual Property Rights (IPR): Legal and statutory rights granted to individuals or entities
over creations of the mind—such as inventions, designs, and software—providing exclusive
commercial usage rights for a specified period to foster high-tech innovation.

Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

Article 253 of the Indian Constitution: Empowers the Indian Parliament to enact domestic
legislation for implementing any international treaty, agreement, or convention, which is critical for
standardizing IPR and international trade compliance as sought by partner nations.

National Critical Minerals Mission: India’s domestic regulatory initiative designed to secure the
supply chain of critical minerals through acquisition of foreign assets, domestic exploration, and
bilateral joint ventures (such as those with Japan).

The Patents Act, 1970 & IPR Policy: India’s statutory framework governing intellectual property.
Aligning this framework with international standards like the WTO’s TRIPS agreement is essential
to attract high-value tech investments from Quad partners.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

Transition from Security to Resilience: The Quad is successfully transitioning from a purely
maritime security-centric alignment to a multidimensional economic collective focused on supply-
chain de-risking and tech co-development.

Strategic Autonomy Under Pressure: Incidents like the open conflict in West Asia and the kinetic
destruction of the IRIS Dena test India's capability to balance its partner obligations within the Quad
alongside its independent bilateral relations with West Asian states.

Countering Geo-economic Monopolies: Cooperation on critical minerals and cybersecurity directly
aims to counter unilateral dominance in high-technology manufacturing and vital global resource
access.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Conclusion

The Quad's enduring utility lies in its adaptive capacity to expand beyond traditional maritime surveillance
into the domain of economic security. By linking critical mineral resilience with infrastructure development
and technology protection, the partnership strengthens the collective capacity of its members to withstand
external economic coercion while preserving a rules-based regional order.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II (GS-2): International Relations—Bilateral, regional, and global groupings
involving India and affecting India's interests; Effect of policies of developed countries on India's
strategic and economic sovereignty.

General Studies Paper I1I (GS-3): Science and Technology; Economic Development—Investment
models, intellectual property regimes, and supply chain security for critical technology and energy
infrastructure.

3. UCC and Tribal Exemption: Protecting Customary Rights and Identity

Executive Summary

Explicit Exclusion Mandate: The Union Government has officially assured Scheduled Tribe (ST)
communities that any proposed or upcoming framework of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) will
completely exempt tribal populations from its statutory purview.

Preservation of Customary Laws: The policy decision seeks to address deep-rooted apprehensions
among indigenous populations regarding the potential erosion of their distinct, centuries-old
customary laws governing marriage, inheritance, and land rights.

Strengthening Civil Society Outreach: Announced at a major cultural assembly in New Delhi, the
policy underscores institutional efforts to protect indigenous identities and mainstream tribal welfare

without enforcing cultural homogeneity. /

» QO
'QQ

Balancing Constitutionality: The legislative exclusion
reflects the complex constitutional challenge of
reconciling the non-justiciable directive of state policy on
a uniform personal law with the legally enforceable
fundamental cultural rights of minorities.

Implications for Federal Enactments: This policy
directive sets a clear legal precedent for upcoming central
and state-level civil code drafts, ensuring that the unique
socio-cultural fabric of India's fifth and sixth schedule
areas remains legally insulated.

Core Definitions

Uniform Civil Code (UCC): A proposed common set of personal laws governing civil matters such
as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, and succession for all citizens of a country, replacing
existing religion-specific and community-specific personal laws.

Scheduled Tribes (STs): Indigenous communities explicitly recognized under Article 342 of the
Indian Constitution, characterized by primitive traits, distinctive culture, geographical isolation,
shyness of contact with the community at large, and socio-economic backwardness.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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o Customary Law: A continuous, long-standing practice or unwritten tradition within a specific
community that has achieved the force of law through centuries of collective acceptance and
enforcement, operating independently of codified statutory laws.

Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

e Article 44 of the Indian Constitution: Contained within the Directive Principles of State Policy
(DPSP), it states that the State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a Uniform Civil Code
throughout the territory of India.

o Article 29(1) of the Indian Constitution: A Fundamental Right that guarantees any section of the
citizens residing in India having a distinct language, script, or culture of its own the absolute right to
conserve the same.

o The Fifth and Sixth Schedules: These provisions establish autonomous governance mechanisms for
tribal-dominated areas. The Sixth Schedule specifically grants Legislative Councils the power to
make laws regarding marriage, social customs, and land inheritance, shielding them from external
civil codes.

o Section 2(2) of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955: A statutory precedent of tribal exemption, which
explicitly provides that the codified Act does not apply to members of any Scheduled Tribe unless
the Central Government directs otherwise via notification in the Official Gazette.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

o Judicial vs. Directive Conflict: The Supreme Court has repeatedly observed that a UCC is desirable
for national integration, yet executive policy acknowledges that absolute uniformity cannot override
legitimate, constitutionally protected pluralism.

e Protection of Tribal Autonomy: The Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA), 1996,
and the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006, further reinforce the legislative intent to safeguard the
traditional governance systems of indigenous communities.

e Gender Equality vs. Customary Traditions: While the UCC primarily aims to reform
discriminatory gender practices within various personal laws, the state prefers a cautious,
incremental approach toward tribal customary laws to avoid widespread alienation.

Conclusion

The formal declaration to exclude Scheduled Tribes from the Uniform Civil Code demonstrates a nuanced
legislative understanding of India's pluralistic fabric. By prioritizing cultural preservation over absolute
legislative uniformity, the government reinforces the constitutional promise of "unity in diversity," ensuring
that statutory modernization does not compromise the institutional autonomy and unique social systems of
indigenous communities.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper I (GS-1): Indian Society—Diversity of India; Social empowerment;
Regionalism and secularism; Salient features of tribal societies.

e General Studies Paper II (GS-2): Indian Polity and Governance—Constitution of India (Significant
provisions, DPSPs, Fundamental Rights); Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections; Devolution of
powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein (Fifth and Sixth Schedules).

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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4. Holding Centres for Illegal Immigrants in West Bengal
Executive Summary

Establishment of Holding Centres: The West Bengal government has formally ordered the creation
of administrative "holding centres" across all 23 districts of the state to detain identified illegal
immigrants and foreign nationals.

Target Population: The temporary detention facilities are specifically designated for apprehended
Bangladeshi nationals and undocumented Rohingya individuals found to be staying illegally within
the state's territorial jurisdiction.

Objective of Detention: These state-governed centres are designed to house foreign nationals and
released foreign prisoners under regulatory custody to prevent tracking lapses ahead of their
institutional deportation or repatriation.

Coordinated State Execution: The directive, issued by the Home and Hill Affairs Department,
commands all District Magistrates, Superintendents of Police, Police Commissionerates, and the
Foreigners Regional Registration Office (FRRO) to enforce standardized custody protocols.

Enhanced Border Vigilance: Special enforcement drives and heightened administrative alerts have
been explicitly triggered across all geopolitical border districts to counter unlawful cross-border
infiltration networks.

Core Definitions

Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

Holding Centre / Detention Centre: A specialized administrative facility established by the state to
provisionally restrict the movement of unauthorized foreign nationals or illegal immigrants pending
legal identification, nationality verification, and subsequent deportation.

Illegal Immigrant: A foreign national who enters a sovereign state without valid travel documents,
or visa permissions, or overstays the legally stipulated duration granted by state regulatory
authorities.

Deportation / Repatriation: The formal,
sovereign legal process of removing a foreign
national from a host country and returning them to
their country of origin or nationality following due
statutory process.

The Foreigners Act, 1946: The primary statutory
mechanism empowering the Central and State
Governments to identify, detain, regulate, and deport unauthorized foreign nationals inside India.

Article 21 and Foreign Nationals: The Supreme Court of India has consistently maintained that
while illegal immigrants do not possess the right to reside under Article 19, the right to life and
personal liberty under Article 21 extends to all persons, including non-citizens, mandating humane
conditions in holding centres.

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) Guidelines, 2019: The standard operating procedure issued by
the Union government to states, detailing the Model Detention Centre Manual, which mandates
minimal basic amenities, security standards, and healthcare facilities inside detention zones.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

Internal Security Matrix: Illegal infiltration alters regional demographic profiles, exerts strain on
local state resources, and introduces deep security vulnerabilities along the porous India-Bangladesh
international border.

Federal-State Interplay: The management of foreign nationals requires seamless structural
coordination between state police forces (handling local maintenance of public order) and central
border-guarding agencies like the Border Security Force (BSF).

Humanitarian Commitments: India balances its sovereign security prerogatives against non-
refoulement principles and global humanitarian norms concerning displaced or stateless asylum
seekers.

Conclusion

The establishment of institutional holding centres across West Bengal highlights a critical transition toward
systematic documentation and regulatory custody of undocumented foreign nationals. While essential for
border management and sovereign legal enforcement, the operationalization of these centers must
continuously align with statutory constitutional safeguards and baseline humanitarian standards to preserve
India's rule-of-law credentials.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II (GS-2): Indian Polity and Governance—Statutory bodies; Executive
policies and interventions for tracking population metrics; Fundamental Rights vs. Citizen Privileges.

General Studies Paper I1I (GS-3): Internal Security—Security challenges and their management in
border areas; Linkages of organized crime with infiltration; Challenges to internal security through
demographic shifts.

5. Strategic Defense Procurement: 114 Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft (MRFA)

Executive Summary

Finalization of Letter of Request: India has officially finalized its Inter-Governmental Letter of
Request (LoR) to procure 114 Rafale multi-role fighter aircraft to systematically address the
operational shortfalls of the Indian Air Force (IAF).

The 'Make in India' Allocation: Under the proposed defense procurement roadmap, around 90 of
the 114 fighter jets are slated to be manufactured indigenously within India via a technology transfer
partnership between Dassault Aviation and a domestic Indian production partner.

Fly-Away Strategic Induction: The remaining balance
of 24 fighter aircraft will be directly delivered in a fly-
away condition by the foreign original equipment
manufacturer (OEM) to meet the immediate combat
readiness requirements of the IAF.

Multi-Layered Defense Clearance: The finalization of
the LoR builds directly upon initial approvals granted
by the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), marking the
first operational benchmark toward a final clearance by
the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS).
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Force Multiplier and Logistical Synergies: The massive procurement builds on India’s pre-existing
inventory of 36 Rafale jets and the Indian Navy's planned induction of Rafale-M fighters, generating
deep, long-term savings in training infrastructure and component logistics.

Core Definitions

Letter of Request (LoR): A formal, government-to-government procurement document initiated by
a purchasing nation that outlines explicit capability, quantity, technical specifications, and budgetary
parameters to a foreign supplier.

Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA): A direct sovereign treaty framework executed between two
national governments for high-value strategic defence procurement, mitigating commercial litigation
and ensuring state-backed execution assurances.

Interface Control Document (ICD): A highly classified technical blueprint mapping the exact
architecture of an aircraft’s electronic and structural systems, allowing the host nation to seamlessly
integrate indigenous weapons and sensors with foreign avionics.

Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020: The overarching regulatory codification governing
capital acquisitions for the Indian Armed Forces, emphasizing "Buy Global — Manufacture in India"
and domestic value addition.

Seventh Schedule (Union List): Defense of India, the armed forces, and the procurement of
strategic military hardware fall exclusively under Entries 1 and 2 of List I (Union List) of the
Constitution of India, empowering the central executive over international defence trade.

CCS Mandate: The Cabinet Committee on Security, chaired by the Prime Minister of India, retains
the ultimate constitutional and executive authority to approve major financial outlays related to
national security and defense infrastructure.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

Depleting Squadron Strength: The IAF faces a widening capability gap with its active fighter
squadron strength hovering near 29, contrasting sharply against the legally sanctioned combat
requirement of 42 squadrons.

Bridging the Indigenous Gap: This large-scale induction acts as an indispensable strategic bridge,
maintaining frontline deterrence while indigenous aerospace programs (LCA Tejas Mk1A/Mk2 and
the Sth-generation AMCA) mature for mass manufacturing post-2035.

Strategic Autonomy via Sub-System Integration: India’s negotiation for Interface Control
Documents (ICDs) is vital for sovereign defense capability, allowing the integration of domestic
long-range munitions like the Astra and BrahMos-NG onto a western airframe.

Conclusion

The finalization of the 114 Rafale LoR signals a critical inflection point for India's national defense
architecture. By structurally tying the large-scale acquisition to indigenous co-production, India successfully
balances immediate frontline combat readiness against the long-term geopolitical objective of achieving
defense industrial self-reliance.
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UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II (GS-2): International Relations—Bilateral agreements involving India
and affecting India's strategic calculations; India-France strategic partnerships.

General Studies Paper I1I (GS-3): Security and Technology—Indigenization of technology;
Development of domestic defense industrial corridors; Challenges to national security from
asymmetrical airpower balances.

6. Global Ebola Emergency and India's Proactive Bio-Security Response
Executive Summary

Core Definitions

Declaration of Global Emergency: The World Health Organization (WHO) and Africa CDC have
declared the rapidly expanding Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and
Uganda as a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC), signaling a critical
transcontinental health threat.

Risk of the Untreatable Variant: Unlike the historically common Zaire strain, the current outbreak
is driven by the rare Bundibugyo virus strain (BDBYV), which has a 30% to 50% fatality rate and
possesses no licensed vaccines, approved therapeutic counter-measures, or specific antiviral
treatments.

Complex Ground Realities: Containment efforts in Central Africa face severe structural barriers,
including delayed clinical detection, fragile local healthcare systems, high population mobility across
porous borders, and active armed conflict hindering medical deployments.

Aggressive Screening Protocols: Though India maintains a zero-case status for this strain, the
Ministry of Health has pre-emptively activated strict port-of-entry surveillance, rigorous thermal
screening at airports, and comprehensive state-level quarantine readiness protocols.

Strategic Diplomatic Postponement: Demonstrating a cautious approach toward international
biological risk, India officially deferred the high-profile India-Africa Forum Summit in New Delhi to
minimize the hazard of mass cross-border viral transmission.

Global Vaccine Partnerships: While the overall global pandemic risk remains low due to Ebola's
specific transmission mechanics, international scientific bodies and the Serum Institute of India are
mobilizing to fast-track clinical trials and scale future production.

Public Health Emergency of International
Concern (PHEIC): An extraordinary public health
event determined by the WHO to constitute a
disease risk to other nations through international
spread, requiring a coordinated global operational
response.

Viral Hemorrhagic Fever (VHF): A group of
severe, life-threatening illnesses caused by several distinct viral families (such as Filoviridae),
characterized by fever, vascular damage, multi-organ failure, and systemic bleeding.

Bundibugyo Virus (BDBV): One of the distinct species of the Orthoebolavirus genus; a rare, highly
lethal zoonotic pathogen transmitted via direct contact with infected bodily fluids, requiring
specialized biosafety level-4 (BSL-4) containment for diagnostic handling.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

The Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897: The foundational colonial-era statutory framework used by the
Government of India to confer special executive powers upon states and central authorities to
implement mandatory screening, travel restrictions, and quarantine measures.

International Health Regulations (IHR), 2005: A legally binding instrument of international law
that commits 196 countries, including India, to build core public health capacities to detect, assess,
and report acute health risks to the WHO.

Seventh Schedule (Union List): Under the Constitution of India, matters of port-of-entry
quarantine, international travel restrictions, and relations with foreign states fall strictly under List I
(Union List), empowering central agencies to enforce cross-border health mandates.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

Shift from Border to Biological Security: Modern internal security architectures look beyond
military defense to treat transnational pandemics and zoonotic spillover events as potent national
security threats capable of paralyzing supply chains.

Limits of Current Medical Logistics: The absolute absence of a vaccine for the Bundibugyo strain
highlights critical gaps in global biomedical R&D, which historically prioritizes pathogens with
active commercial markets over rare regional variants.

Dynamic Trade-Offs in Foreign Policy: Postponing a major bilateral forum like the India-Africa
Summit demonstrates the carefully balanced trade-offs required when aligning geopolitical
engagement goals with strict national bio-safety guidelines.

Conclusion

The classification of the Bundibugyo Ebola outbreak as a global health emergency underlines the persistent
vulnerability of an interconnected world to untreatable pathogens. India's early implementation of exit-entry
screening, travel advisories, and administrative deferrals serves as a textbook example of precautionary bio-
defense designed to insulate a dense domestic population prior to local transmission.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II (GS-2): Governance and Social Sector—Issues relating to development
and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health; Role of international groupings like
WHO and Africa CDC.

General Studies Paper III (GS-3): Science, Technology, and Security—Awareness in the fields of
Biotechnology and virus strains; Disaster management (Biological disasters); Challenges to internal
stability from global health crises.

7. Rupee Valuation, Volatility Management, and External Sector Resilience
Executive Summary

Shifting Assessment on Currency Valuation: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has noted that
following its recent orderly depreciation, the Indian Rupee (INR) is no longer overvalued and has
likely moved into undervalued territory in both nominal and real terms.

Psychological Thresholds and Volatility: Despite the currency experiencing heightened pressure
and approaching the psychologically significant threshold of 100 per US Dollar due to ongoing West
Asian regional conflicts, the RBI maintains that it does not target any specific exchange-rate floor.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Strategic Intervention Thresholds: The central bank's operational mandate remains limited to
smoothing out excess market volatility, countering speculative herd behavior, and avoiding
disorderly currency adjustments, rather than resisting fundamental macroeconomic shifts.

Resilience of the External Sector Account: India's
comprehensive Balance of Payments (BoP) position
remains stable and resilient, with substantial foreign
exchange buffers acting as an effective shock absorber
against rising global crude oil import bills.

Preserving Long-Term Export Competitiveness: A
structurally corrected, competitive currency valuation offers
an opportunity to expand India's external trade footprint,
requiring coordinated institutional efforts to maximize
manufacturing productivity and reduce import reliance.

Core Definitions

Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER): A weighted average of a country's currency relative to an
index or basket of major foreign currencies, adjusted for the effects of inflation differentials between
the home country and its trading partners. It serves as an indicator of an economy's international
price competitiveness.

Nominal Effective Exchange Rate (NEER): The unadjusted weighted average value of a country's
currency relative to a basket of major foreign currencies, reflecting the raw, uninflated external
purchasing power of the national currency.

Balance of Payments (BoP): A systematic, comprehensive statistical record of all economic and
financial transactions conducted by the residents of a country with the rest of the world over a
specific time period.

Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

The Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934: The primary legislative architecture establishing the central
bank's statutory powers to manage the nation's monetary framework, maintain foreign exchange
reserves, and ensure overall financial system stability.

Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), 1999: The legal framework that empowers the RBI
and the Central Government to regulate, oversee, and manage foreign exchange transactions,
external trade payments, and cross-border capital flows.

Monetary Policy Mandate: While the RBI is legally bound by a statutory inflation-targeting
framework to maintain price stability under the 2016 amendments, it utilizes its autonomous balance-
sheet tools to maintain orderly conditions in the foreign exchange market to prevent imported
inflation.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

The Mechanics of REER vs. Competitiveness: An overvalued REER indicates that domestic
exports are relatively expensive, which harms external trade performance. Conversely, a lower or
undervalued REER signals enhanced structural price competitiveness for domestic exporters in
global markets.

Impact of Geopolitical Commodity Shocks: Because India imports over 80% of its crude oil
requirements, prolonged geopolitical conflicts in West Asia act as a dual shock: widening the
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merchandise Current Account Deficit (CAD) and inducing short-term capital flight toward safe-
haven assets like the US Dollar.

Sterilized Intervention Safeguards: To contain excessive currency depreciation, the RBI sells
dollars from its sovereign reserves. It simultaneously uses open market operations (OMO) to manage
domestic rupee liquidity, ensuring that its currency operations do not destabilize domestic interest
rate objectives.

Conclusion

The central bank's shift in perspective regarding the currency's undervaluation signals an institutional
willingness to allow the exchange rate to function as a natural shock absorber against international
geopolitical stresses. By prioritizing orderly adjustments over rigid defense of numerical thresholds, the
monetary authority preserves vital foreign exchange reserves while simultaneously providing a structural
cushion to boost India's long-term export competitiveness.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper I1I (GS-3): Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of
resources, growth, development, and employment; External Sector economics including liberalized
exchange rate systems, REER/NEER dynamics, Balance of Payments, and central banking
intervention architectures.

8. Weaponization of Global Energy Networks and India's Strategic Autonomy
Executive Summary

Fragility of the Global Balancing Act: The US administration's tightening restrictions and the
sudden expiration of key sanctions waivers on Russian seaborne oil expose the growing vulnerability
of a global energy market grappling with simultaneous macroeconomic and geopolitical shocks.

Geopolitical Confluences and Choke Points: Structural vulnerabilities are amplified by
simultaneous active conflicts in West Asia, which have severely disrupted maritime traffic and
effectively compromised the Strait of Hormuz—a maritime choke point handling nearly one-fifth of
global oil and gas supply.

India's Structural Consumption Imperative: As the ~HOw energy shocks travel into

.
world's third-largest oil importer relying on external India’s economy
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. . . . . Higher crude oil prices | Costlierimports Inflation and rupee pressure
growth, expanding industrialization, and urban

mobility rather than ideological alignments.

Strait of Hormuz

’ f -
disruption Supply uncertainty | LPG and fuel logistics stress

Shipping insurance Higher landed

Refining margin pressure
surge crude cost 8 ginp

Paradox of Sanctions Policy: Western sanctions Russian crude Reduced Supply | v oo cine cogts

. ) . restrictions flexibility
frameworks face an internal contradiction by Frightdsuptions | Delyedcargoes | eEor andtock
attempting to depress Russian sovereign revenue while Soures 1A, Energy IstuteSatisca Review, sty and shpping etmates

simultaneously demanding stable fuel prices and lower
domestic inflation, resulting in policy oscillations between aggressive rhetoric and tactical waivers.

Evolution of Energy Vulnerabilities: Modern energy security has expanded beyond basic physical
access to resource supply; it is now deeply entangled with global financial systems, maritime
insurance mechanisms, payment gateways, and secondary tanker blacklisting.
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o Strategic Reorientation Toward Realism: To preserve its economic sovereignty within a
fragmented international order, India is shifting from crisis-driven opportunistic crude sourcing to a
robust energy framework anchored in strategic autonomy and absolute pragmatism.

Core Definitions

e Sanctions Waiver (General License): A temporary, legally binding regulatory authorization issued
by a sovereign authority (such as the US Treasury's OFAC) that permits specific, otherwise restricted
commercial or financial transactions to prevent broader market destabilization.

o Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): Emergency crude oil stockpiles maintained by a nation state
to insulate the domestic economy against sudden external supply disruptions, geopolitical shocks, or
severe import delays.

o Strategic Autonomy: A nation's foreign policy framework that prioritizes independent decision-
making based purely on its own national interests, refusing to bind its domestic security or economic
choices to any single geopolitical camp or bloc rivalry.

Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

e Article 73 of the Indian Constitution: Extends the executive power of the Union to all matters with
respect to which Parliament has the power to make laws, giving the central executive absolute
authority over the negotiation of international treaties and trade agreements.

e The Petroleum Act, 1934 and Rules, 2002: The primary legal framework governing the import,
transport, storage, and refining of petroleum products within India, providing the statutory basis for
managing national strategic stockpiles.

o Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) Regimes: The administrative enforcement arm of the US
Treasury Department that administers economic and trade sanctions. Its unilateral regulations
exercise sweeping extraterritorial jurisdiction through the dominance of the US Dollar in
international oil settlements.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

o The Weaponization of Interdependence: Global financial architectures (such as marine insurance
clubs and global banking clearings) are increasingly used as tools of economic warfare, turning
globalized trade dependencies into structural vulnerabilities for developing countries.

o Inflation as a Macroeconomic Threat: For a major developing country like India, crude price
spikes cause immediate cascading domestic shocks, directly worsening the Current Account Deficit
(CAD), inflating fertilizer and transport subsidies, and driving structural food inflation.

o Pragmatic Multi-Alignment: India's persistent acquisition of discounted Russian oil amidst
Western pushback demonstrates a shift toward principled realism, framing energy affordability as an
essential human and economic right for its population.

Conclusion

The changing dynamics of the global energy architecture reveal that political rhetoric must ultimately yield
to physical and economic realities. For India, navigating an increasingly fragmented global order requires a
comprehensive long-term shift—accelerating deep domestic exploration, diversifying processing inputs, and
securing alternative trade routes to insulate national economic sovereignty from foreign policy decisions
made abroad.
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UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II (GS-2): International Relations—Effect of policies and politics of
developed and developing countries on India’s interests; Indian Diaspora; Strategic management of
bilateral partnerships amid multilateral sanctions regimes.

General Studies Paper I1I (GS-3): Economic Development and Security—Energy Security and
Infrastructure; Mobilization of resources; Macroeconomic stability, inflation control, and
management of global supply-chain vulnerabilities.

9. India’s Energy Trilemma: The Structural Divergence Between Renewable Capacity

and Generation
Executive Summary

Sovereign Vulnerability to External Shocks: Prolonged escalations in West Asian conflicts have
re-exposed India's critical vulnerability to external commodity cycles, as nearly half of its fossil fuel
imports—including crude oil from Saudi Arabia and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) from Qatar—
transit through the volatile Strait of Hormuz.

The Installed Capacity vs. Generation Paradox: While policy interventions successfully pushed
renewable energy to 42.4% of installed power capacity by March 2026 (up from 0.72% in 2005),
these green sources accounted for a meager 15.8% of actual electricity generation by April 2026.

Persistent Baseline Dominance of Coal: Coal continues to dominate India's actual electricity mix,
powering 71.8% of generated electricity in 2026 (compared to 76.2% in 2019), demonstrating that
green infrastructure is currently adding to the grid rather than actively displacing fossil fuels.

Intermittency and Structural Bottlenecks: The persistent reliance on coal is fundamentally
structural; solar and wind remain highly intermittent sources that cannot provide continuous baseload
power without large-scale battery energy storage systems (BESS) and modernized grids.

The Fossil Fuel-Electricity Tariff Linkage: Because coal remains the ultimate balancing source
and marginal price setter for the national grid, domestic electricity tariffs remain highly correlated
with global Brent crude prices, importing external inflation across industrial and domestic sectors.

Imperative for System Transformation: Achieving genuine energy security requires moving away
from pure headline capacity targets and focusing on institutional system integration, grid
modernization, storage infrastructure, and flexible balancing mechanisms.

Core Definitions

Installed Capacity: The maximum theoretical power output that a commercial power plant or
energy system can produce under optimal, peak design conditions, typically measured in Megawatts
(MW) or Gigawatts (GW).

Plant Load Factor (PLF): The ratio of the actual electricity generated by a power plant over a given
period to the maximum possible output it could have generated at full capacity during that same
timeframe; a metric where coal vastly outperforms solar and wind.

Baseload Power: The minimum, constant amount of electric power that a utility grid must
continuously deliver to meet the fundamental, round-the-clock commercial and domestic demands of
consumers.
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Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

Seventh Schedule (Concurrent List): Under Entry 38 of List III of the Constitution of India,
"Electricity" is a concurrent subject, necessitating deep legislative alignment and coordinated
implementation between Central planning bodies and State regulatory commissions.

The Electricity Act, 2003: The foundational statutory framework governing the generation,
transmission, distribution, and use of electricity in India, which mandates the promotion of efficient,
competition-driven renewable energy integration.

Energy Conservation (Amendment) Act, 2022: Introduces statutory mandates for the compulsory
consumption of non-fossil fuel sources for energy and establishes the regulatory architecture for a
domestic Carbon Credit Trading Scheme in India.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

The Wrong Benchmark Risk: Evaluating an energy transition purely through installed capacity
distorts strategic vulnerability assessments. True security metrics must track actual unit generation
and grid-balancing capacity during peak load hours.

Comparative Cross-Border Models: Unlike India, economies like China have reduced global oil
exposure by scaling electric vehicle (EV) ecosystems to cut transport-sector oil demand, while
nations like Spain utilized targeted regulatory interventions to break the link between gas prices and
electricity tariffs.

Fiscal and Inflationary Cascades: High crude and coal import bills trigger a negative
macroeconomic chain reaction: widening the Current Account Deficit (CAD), increasing fertilizer
and logistics costs, inflating fiscal subsidies, and prompting central bank intervention to control
imported inflation.

Conclusion

India’s green energy transition remains structurally incomplete. Building renewable infrastructure is an
essential first step, but until grid networks are reinforced with cost-effective battery storage and flexible
transmission systems, coal will remain the indispensable stabilizing anchor of the economy. True energy
sovereignty will be achieved not by building more idle capacity, but by creating an advanced grid where
green power can reliably substitute for fossil fuels in actual, round-the-clock generation.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper III (GS-3): Indian Economy and Infrastructure—Energy, Ports, and Roads;
Changes in industrial policy and their effects on economic growth; Mobilization of resources.

General Studies Paper III (GS-3): Environment and Security—Conservation, environmental
pollution, and degradation; Disaster management and securing critical transnational supply chains
against external geopolitical shocks.

10. China’s Hainan Free Trade Port: A New Frontier in Geo-Economic Engineering
Executive Summary

Launch of Island-Wide Customs Closure: China has officially operationalized its flagship Hainan
Free Trade Port (FTP), executing a comprehensive island-wide special customs operation aimed at
transforming the tropical island into a premier global business and logistics hub.
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The Dual-Line Customs Architecture: The FTP functions under a structural framework defined as
"freer access at the first line, regulated access at the second line, and free flow within the island,"
effectively converting the province into a neutral international trade zone separate from the mainland
regulatory system.

Massive Scaling of Tariff Exemptions: Following
the ordinary customs closure, zero-tariff product
categories expanded exponentially from 1,900 to
6,600, raising the total share of goods eligible for
absolute tariff exemptions to 74% and driving a
rapid influx of foreign-invested enterprises.

Value-Added Processing Incentives: The |
economic model prioritizes advanced manufacturing ; —
by granting complete import tariff exemptions to industries that achieve a minimum of 30% added
value during processing within the island prior to forwarding goods to the Chinese mainland.

Tourism and Offshore Duty-Free Mobilization: Consumer-led growth is being aggressively
incentivized through visa-free entry for citizens from 86 nations alongside liberalized offshore duty-
free shopping caps of 100,000 RMB per person annually for mainland domestic travelers.

Geopolitical Consolidation in the South China Sea: Strategically positioned at the northern apex
of the contested South China Sea, the Hainan FTP establishes a state-controlled economic alternative
to Hong Kong, providing vast, non-congested land resources directly integrated with Beijing's legal
and political matrix.

Core Definitions

Free Trade Port (FTP): A highly designated, specialized economic zone featuring the highest level
of opening-up policies, where goods can be landed, handled, manufactured, and re-exported without
the intervention of standard domestic customs authorities or tariff structures.

Customs Closure (First and Second Line): A regulatory system where the "first line" refers to the
border between the FTP and foreign countries, managed with simplified, high-speed clearance, while
the "second line" denotes the border between the FTP island and the domestic mainland market,
where standard customs duties apply.

Value-Added Processing Policy: A fiscal incentive mechanism whereby raw materials imported
tariff-free into an economic zone can enter the broader domestic mainland market exempt from
import duties, provided the localized processing adds a legally mandated percentage of economic
value.

Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

Article 294 of the Indian Constitution (Contextual Counterpart): While China utilizes its central
unitary authority to designate entire provinces as FTPs, the Constitution of India distributes trade
governance via the Seventh Schedule, where Entry 41 of the Union List grants the Central
Government exclusive power over International Trade and Commerce, enabling the creation of
Special Economic Zones (SEZs).

The Special Economic Zones (SEZ) Act, 2005 (India): India’s primary statutory instrument for
developing export-oriented enclaves. Unlike Hainan’s island-wide provincial model, Indian SEZs are
limited to specifically demarcated, geographically restricted industrial pockets.
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The Hainan Free Trade Port Law of the People's Republic of China: The specific legislative
blueprint enacted by the National People's Congress that provides statutory backing to Hainan’s

autonomous judicial, fiscal, and administrative adjustments, directly embedding the project into

national law.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

The Evolution of Special Economic Zones: The Hainan model represents a major evolution from
traditional, isolated export processing zones (EPZs) toward a comprehensive, cross-sectoral
provincial ecosystem that simultaneously integrates manufacturing, services, tourism, and data flows.

Strategic Challenge to Indian Manufacturing: By lowering corporate tax rates, eliminating tariffs,
and simplifying supply chains, China’s new trade gateway presents a direct challenge to India’s
"Make in India" initiative and its efforts to attract multi-national corporations looking to diversify
away from the Chinese mainland.

Maritime Geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific: The economic transformation of Hainan solidifies
China’s long-term logistics, intelligence, and naval infrastructure footprint at the edge of the South
China Sea, carrying deep maritime security implications for India's trade routes traversing the
Malacca Strait.

Conclusion

The operationalization of the Hainan Free Trade Port underscores China's adaptive strategy to bypass
geopolitical encirclement by creating hyper-efficient, state-integrated economic zones. By combining zero
tariffs with deep regulatory reforms, Beijing is establishing an economic anchor in the South China Sea that
functions as a powerful gateway for global capital, testing the resilience and competitiveness of alternative
manufacturing destinations across the Global South.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II (GS-2): International Relations—Policies and politics of developed and
developing countries and their impact on India’s strategic interests, trade security, and maritime
domain awareness.

General Studies Paper III (GS-3): Economic Development—Changes in industrial policy and its
effects on economic growth; Comparative analysis of global trade models, special economic
enclaves, and infrastructure development.

11. Judicial Clarification on Sedition: Balancing Accused Agency with Constitutional
Challenges

Executive Summary

Conditional Resumption of Trials: The Supreme Court has clarified that lower courts and High
Courts can proceed with trials, appeals, and legal proceedings involving the colonial-era sedition law
(Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code) provided the accused explicitly expresses "no objection" to
it.

Modification of the 2022 Blanket Freeze: This ruling modifies the landmark May 11, 2022, interim
order in S.G. Vombatkere v. Union of India, which had placed all pending investigations, trials, and
coercive actions under Section 124 A in complete abeyance across the country.

Protecting the Right to a Speedy Trial: The relaxation was triggered in an appellate matter
(Kamran v. State of Madhya Pradesh) by an incarcerated individual who has spent 17 years in
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prison, highlighting how a blanket judicial stay on a single charge can inadvertently delay a final
acquittal or closure on other overlapping charges.

Persistent Constitutional Challenges: Despite allowing voluntary case progressions, the primary,
substantive challenge regarding the core constitutional validity of Section 124A remains active and
pending determination before a larger bench of the Supreme Court.

The Legislative Afterlife of Sedition: While the old
Indian Penal Code (IPC) stands repealed, the legal
debate has shifted toward its statutory replacement,
Section 152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
which criminalizes acts endangering the sovereignty,
unity, and integrity of India.

Sedition (Section 124A IPC): A criminal offense
defined as any act by words, signs, or visible
representation that brings or attempts to bring hatred, contempt, or excites disaffection toward the
Government established by law in India.

Abeyance: A state of temporary suspension or inactivity. In a legal context, it refers to a judicial
command halting the enforcement of a law or the progress of systemic legal proceedings without
striking down the statute itself.

Chilling Effect: A legal concept describing a situation where legitimate, constitutionally protected
speech or conduct is suppressed or discouraged by the fear of criminal prosecution or harsh legal
penalties.

Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution: Guarantees the fundamental right to freedom of speech
and expression to all citizens, which forms the primary democratic basis for challenging the broad,
sweeping terms of sedition.

Article 19(2) of the Indian Constitution: Permits the State to impose "reasonable restrictions" on
free speech only on specific, narrow grounds, including the sovereignty and integrity of India, the
security of the State, and public order.

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution: Encompasses the fundamental right to life and personal
liberty, which the Supreme Court has consistently interpreted to include the right to a speedy trial
and timely legal adjudication.

Section 152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS): The modern statutory successor that penalizes
secessionist, separatist, and subversive activities endangering national unity, removing the archaic
word "sedition" but expanding the substantive scope of acts targeting the State.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

The Paradox of Protective Orders: A blanket stay meant to shield citizens from an oppressive,
colonial-era law can produce a procedural bottleneck, trapping undertrials in prolonged detention
when their sedition charges are heavily intertwined with other non-stayed offenses like the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).
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The Doctrine of the March of Time: In alignment with I.R. Coelho v. State of Tamil Nadu, the
judiciary emphasizes that criminal statutes must continuously evolve in tandem with contemporary
human rights standards, civil liberties, and changing socio-political realities.

Judicial Review vs. Legislative Competence: The ongoing litigation underlines the clear
institutional boundaries in India's democracy; while the executive and legislature hold the
independent power to draft and replace codes, the judiciary retains the final authority to test those
codes against the touchstone of Fundamental Rights.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court's latest modification of its absolute stay on sedition trials reflects a pragmatic judicial
effort to restore procedural agency to the accused. By allowing consenting individuals to pursue finality in
their appeals, the court balances immediate human liberty concerns against the larger, pending task of
determining whether such broad state-security provisions can legitimately coexist with democratic free

speech.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II (GS-2): Indian Constitution—Significant provisions, structural evolution,
and judicial review; Role of the judiciary in safeguarding civil liberties; Salient features of
accountability and fundamental rights versus state security interests.

General Studies Paper I1I (GS-3): Internal Security—Challenges to the sovereignty and integrity
of the nation; Interplay between state counter-terror legislation, modern penal codes, and the
preservation of constitutional freedoms.

12. Deep Earth Dynamics: Anomalous Core Flows and Geomagnetic Deviations
Executive Summary

Discovery of Core Flow Reversal: Geophysical research using ground-based observatories and
European satellite arrays has detected an anomalous, rapid directional reversal of molten iron flows
within the Earth's liquid outer core beneath the equatorial Pacific Ocean.

Departure from Historical Baselines: While 95% of the outer core's fluid movement consists of a
steady, slow westward crawl, data reveals that around 2010, the flow abruptly shifted into a rapid
eastward surge before beginning to weaken after 2020.

Shattering Traditional Time Scales: The discovery demonstrates that deep-earth fluid dynamics
can undergo drastic structural changes on decadal timelines, far outpacing the million-year shifts
predicted by traditional geological models.

Core-Coupling Mechanisms: Advanced models link this localized 2010 fluid reversal directly to
broader seismic and geodetic irregularities, revealing a complex physical coupling between the liquid
outer core and the rotation of the solid inner core.

Hemispheric Fluid Asymmetry: The study confirms that the internal flow of molten metal is
roughly 10% lopsided between the Northern and Southern Hemispheres, causing sudden, localized
"jerks" or variations in magnetic field readings.

Shielding Capacity Unaffected: Although these abrupt fluid movements alter regional magnetic
drift patterns, they do not compromise the overall integrity of the magnetosphere, which remains
vital for deflecting harmful cosmic and solar radiation.
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Core Definitions
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temperature liquid layer of the Earth Outer core: unafraid of drama
situated approximately 2,800 km beneath §

the surface, composed primarily of molten

iron and nickel, bounded by the mantle Cruet ﬁ -

An infographic
depicting the
earth’s geophysical
layers. SURACHIT

(CC BY-S4)

above and the solid inner core below.

Geodynamo Theory: The scientific
mechanism describing how the convective
and rotational movements of conducting
liquid iron in the outer core generate and
sustain the Earth's global magnetic field
over geological time.

Geomagnetic Jerk: An abrupt, sudden acceleration in the rate of secular variation (long-term slow
changes) of the Earth's magnetic field, serving as a surface indicator of rapid fluid reorientations at
the core-mantle boundary.

Constitutional and Legal Frameworks

National Center for Seismology (NCS): The nodal statutory agency under India's Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES) mandated with monitoring domestic seismic activity and contributing to global
deep-earth dynamic research networks.

Svalbard Treaty and Global Data Sharing: While international law does not govern the deep
interior of the Earth, global satellite-based data sharing adheres to World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) and International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG) scientific
frameworks.

Deep Ocean and Earth Exploration Policies: India’s institutional research into geomagnetism is
driven by specialized units like the Indian Institute of Geomagnetism (IIG) under the Department of
Science and Technology, operating under national mandates to map magnetic field anomalies
affecting telecommunications.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Civil Services Examination

The Physics of the Magnetosphere: The convective cells of the outer core act as a planetary
generator. Any disruption or shift in these flows alters the spatial distribution of the magnetic field,
directly affecting satellite navigation, aviation pathways, and telecommunication infrastructure.

Challenging Uniformitarianism: The decadal shifts (2010-2020) challenge the classical geological
principle of uniformitarianism, which presumes that deep-seated interior processes occur at
incredibly slow, near-imperceptible speeds.

Implications for Core-Mantle Boundary (CMB): Understanding lopsided hemispheric flows (the
10% asymmetry) helps seismologists map variations in gravity and heat transfer occurring between
the liquid core and the lower solid mantle.

Conclusion

The localized reversal of liquid iron flows beneath the Pacific Ocean marks a major milestone in deep-earth
geophysics, proving that the planet's internal dynamo is far more dynamic and unpredictable than previously
assumed. By establishing a clear link between outer core fluid surges and inner core seismic shifts, this
|
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research provides vital insights into the root causes of geomagnetic fluctuations, refining our capacity to
model and predict the long-term stability of the Earth's protective magnetic shield.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper I (GS-1): Physical Geography—Salient features of world’s physical
geography; Interior of the Earth (Crust, Mantle, Core dynamics); Earthquakes and fundamental
geophysical phenomena.

e General Studies Paper III (GS-3): Science and Technology—Developments and their applications
in day-to-day life; Space technology and its intersection with planetary magnetic defenses.
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