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1. RBI's Revised Loan Recovery Guidelines and Fair Conduct Framework
Key Highlights & Summary

Standardized Oversight: Effective January 2027, the RBI has mandated strict oversight
mechanisms for regulated entities (REs) to monitor recovery agencies and prevent coercive loan
retrieval practices.

Mandatory Certification: Recovery agents must obtain a debt-recovery certificate from the Indian
Institute of Banking and Finance (IIBF) alongside mandatory background verification prior to
engagement.

Prohibited Harassment Tactics: Explicitly bans abusive language, excessive calls/messages,
intimidation, and the unauthorized posting of personal or financial details on social media platforms.

Repossession Policy & Compensation: Lenders must establish formal policies for security
repossession, including compensation provisions for borrowers if agents violate prescribed
guidelines.

Harmonization of Conduct Norms: Modifies the November 2025 Responsible Business Conduct
framework, aiming to harmonize agent engagement protocols across all banking institutions.

Delayed Implementation: The compliance deadline was extended to January 2027 (a three-month
deferral) to allow financial institutions adequate operational transition time.

Essential Definitions

Recovery Agent: An individual or third-

party agency engaged by financial RBI Rewrites the Loan Recovery

institutions to collect outstanding dues

from defaulting borrowers. R“l@b()()k for Every Lender

Regulated Entities (REs): Commercial
banks, NBFCs, and cooperative banks
operating under the regulatory supervision
of the RBI.

Responsible Business Conduct Amendment Directions 2026, Recovery calls only befween 8 am and 7 pim,

mandatory borrower compensation, effective 1 January 2027.

Repossession: The legal procedure where a creditor takes possession of collateral provided by a
defaulting borrower to satisfy unpaid debt.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty): Protects individuals from harassment,
intimidation, and invasion of privacy during recovery proceedings.

Banking Regulation Act, 1949 (Section 35A): Grants the RBI regulatory authority to issue
directions to banking companies in the public interest and to prevent practices detrimental to
depositors' or borrowers' interests.

Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 (Section 45JA): Empowers the RBI to issue directions to Non-
Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) regarding credit system regulations and fair practices.

Consumer Protection Act, 2019: Safeguards borrowers against unfair trade practices and
deficiencies in services provided by financial intermediaries.
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Conclusion

The RBI’s updated guidelines mark a significant shift toward institutional accountability in debt collection.
By penalizing coercive practices, enforcing mandatory IIBF certification, and introducing compensation
mechanisms for borrower rights violations, the regulator balances credit discipline with consumer dignity.
Successful implementation will depend on rigorous internal compliance audits by lenders.

UPSC Relevance

GS Paper II: Governance, statutory bodies (RBI), regulatory frameworks, and consumer protection
mechanisms.

GS Paper III: Indian Economy, banking sector reforms, Non-Performing Asset (NPA) management,
and financial inclusion.

GS Paper IV (Ethics): Ethical business conduct, human rights in commercial operations, and
corporate accountability.

2. MMDR Amendment Bill, 2026: Restricting State Levies on Mining
Key Highlights & Summary

Legislative Amendment: The Centre introduced the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026 in
Lok Sabha to insert Section 9D into the 1957 MMDR Act.

Bar on State Levies: Prohibits State Governments from imposing
independent taxes, cesses, or levies on mineral rights or mineral-
bearing lands based on mineral quantity, value, or royalty, except
under Central guidelines.

AMENDMENT

Overriding Judicial Precedent: The Bill seeks to address the
impact of the Supreme Court's MADA judgment, which had | :

. a : s Critical Minerals Push: Govt unveils
previously affirmed States' constitutional power to tax mineral MMDR Amendment Bill 2026 to
rights and mineral-bearing lands. Reltorm Indicts mining sector

Protection of Past Revenues: Explicitly mandates that any state
tax or levy already collected prior to the amendment will not be refunded, protecting state finances
from retroactive payback claims.

Easing Fiscal Burden: Aims to eliminate double taxation and inconsistent state levies, reducing
compliance costs and improving commercial viability for investment in the mining sector.

Centralized Regulation: Enhances Central control over the regulatory framework governing
mineral-bearing lands to ensure economic predictability across states.

Essential Definitions

Royalty: A contractual fee paid by a mine lessee to the resource owner for the extraction and
removal of minerals, held legally distinct from a tax.

Cess: A dedicated tax levied by the government for a specific, targeted public purpose or
development activity.

Mineral Rights: The legal entitlement to explore, extract, and exploit subsurface minerals from a
designated area of land.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Legal and Constitutional Framework

o Seventh Schedule (List I Entry 54 & List I Entry 23): State power to regulate mines (Entry 23,
List IT) is subject to Parliament's declaration on regulation and development of mines under Union
jurisdiction (Entry 54, List I).

e Seventh Schedule (List II Entry 50): Grants States the power to tax mineral rights, subject to
limitations imposed by Parliament relating to mineral development.

e MMDR Act, 1957 (Proposed Section 9D): Restricts States' independent taxation powers over
mineral-bearing lands unless explicitly authorized by Central regulations.

e SC MADA Ruling Context: The Supreme Court in Mineral Area Development Authority v. SAIL
held that royalty is not a tax and upheld State legislative competence under Entry 50 of List II.

Conclusion

The MMDR Amendment Bill, 2026 seeks to re-establish Central control over mining taxation to maintain
competitive uniformity across the mineral sector. While it addresses industry concerns regarding cascading
taxes and investment uncertainty, it alters the balance of fiscal federalism by curtailing the revenue
autonomy of mineral-rich states.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II: Federal Structure and Centre-State Financial Relations, Legislative Competence
(Seventh Schedule), statutory regulatory frameworks.

e GS Paper III: Indian Economy, mineral sector reforms, ease of doing business, investment models,
and fiscal policy.

3. Bankers' Books Evidence Bill, 2026: Recognizing Digital Records
Key Highlights & Summary

o Parliamentary Approval: The Rajya Sabha passed the Bankers' Books Evidence Bill, 2026,
following its prior passage in the Lok Sabha on 5 August 2026.

o Repeal of Colonial Legislation: The legislation replaces the 135-year-old Bankers' Books Evidence
Act, 1891, transitioning the legal framework from paper-based banking to digital-first systems.

o Admissibility of Digital Records: Legal recognition is explicitly granted to electronic logs, digital
ledger entries, and computer printouts as primary admissible evidence in court proceedings.

e Modernization of Judicial Evidence: Removes the traditional requirement for producing physical
ledgers or original paper documents in judicial and quasi-judicial trials.

« Efficiency in Financial Litigation: Streamlines legal processes, reduces procedural delays in
banking litigation, and aligns evidence laws with contemporary digital banking infrastructure.

o Data Integrity Norms: Establishes framework standards for authenticating digital logs and system-
generated records to prevent tampering and ensure evidentiary validity.

Essential Definitions

o Bankers' Books: Official financial records, ledgers, day-books, account-books, and electronic data
logs maintained by financial institutions in the ordinary course of business.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Admissible Evidence: Any testimony, document, or tangible record that a court permits to be
introduced to prove or disprove a fact in issue.

Electronic Record: Data, record, or data generated, image or sound stored, received, or sent in an
electronic form or micro-film.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (BSA): Governs the general admissibility of primary and
secondary evidence, including electronic and digital records in judicial proceedings.

Information Technology Act, 2000 (Section 65B Framework Context): Establishes legal
recognition for electronic transactions and digital signatures across Indian regulatory domains.

Banking Regulation Act, 1949: Authorizes regulatory compliance and record-keeping mandates for
commercial and cooperative banking institutions.

Seventh Schedule (List I Entry 45): Grants Parliament exclusive legislative competence over
matters related to Banking.

Conclusion

The Bankers' Books Evidence Bill, 2026 represents a critical modernization of India's legal architecture. By
replacing colonial-era provisions with modern digital standards, the law aligns evidence admissibility with
technology-driven financial systems, accelerating legal dispute resolutions and enhancing institutional
operational efficiency.

UPSC Relevance

GS Paper II: Statutory frameworks, parliamentary legislation process, judicial reforms, and
governance initiatives.

GS Paper III: Indian Economy, digital public infrastructure, banking sector modernization, and
financial technology regulation.

4. Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026: Key Provisions
Key Highlights & Summary

Parliamentary Approval: Parliament passed the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026,

replacing the June 2026 Ordinance to incentivize global

capital and ease digital norms. Lok Sabha Clears Taxation
and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill

Continuity of Zero-Charge UPI: Finance Minister

affirmed that UPI transactions remain entirely free for ‘ @ THLAWS
ordinary retail consumers, alleviating public concerns ; el
. BURDEN
over transactional charges. = @ oosTING
- : INVESTMENTS &
= GROWTH
Modification of Zero-MDR Framework: Unlinks the = AN,
’ @ RESOLUTION

Payment and Settlement Systems (PSS) Act, 2007 from
the Income Tax Act, empowering the Centre to notify flexible rules for Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) without statutory tax law amendments.

Tax Exemptions for FPIs: Statutory exemption granted on interest income and capital gains earned
by Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) and Bank for International Settlements (BIS) from Government
Securities (G-Secs).
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e Onshore Fund Management Reforms: Substantially relaxes eligibility criteria for Indian-managed
Eligible Investment Funds (EIFs) by removing minimum investor thresholds and individual cap
restrictions.

o Ease for Foreign Infrastructure: Provides tax certainty for foreign cloud firms operating via Indian
data centres and tax exemptions for foreign entities operating in notified diamond trading zones.

Essential Definitions

e Merchant Discount Rate (MDR): A percentage fee charged to a merchant by payment processing
banks and service providers for accepting digital payments.

e Government Securities (G-Secs): Tradable debt instruments issued by the Central or State
Governments acknowledging government debt obligations.

o Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI): Investments made by non-residents in Indian financial assets
such as stocks, corporate bonds, and government debt securities.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

o Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007 (Section 10A Amendment): Replaces rigid statutory
prohibitions to allow the Centre flexibility in notifying digital payment charge frameworks.

e Income Tax Act, 1961 (Section 269SU Unlinking): Eliminates cross-referencing between tax
statutes and digital payment system operational rules.

e Money Bill (Article 110): Passed as financial legislation involving taxation adjustments,
Government borrowings, and Consolidated Fund provisions.

e Seventh Schedule (List I Entry 82): Exclusive parliamentary authority to enact legislation
regarding taxes on income other than agricultural income.

Conclusion

The Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026 balances financial inclusion with market
sustainability. By preserving zero charges for retail UPI users while enabling administrative flexibility for
payment networks and providing tax relief to offshore capital in G-Secs, the law strengthens domestic digital
infrastructure and improves India's global investment competitiveness.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II: Parliamentary legislative process, Money Bills, governance policies, and statutory
body functions.

e GS Paper III: Indian Economy, digital public infrastructure (UPI), FPI inflows, G-Sec debt market
deepening, and taxation reforms.

5. Tamil Nadu Assembly Resolution on Mandatory Rendering of State Song
Key Highlights & Summary

o Assembly Resolution: The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly unanimously passed a resolution
mandating the rendering of "Tamil Thai Vazhthu' before functions in educational institutions,
universities, government offices, and PSUs.

e Precedence Protocol: The resolution stipulates that the State Song must be rendered first at public
and institutional events, establishing a mandatory procedural protocol.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Historical Origins: Composed by Manonmaniam Sundaranar in 1891 for the play Manonmaniam,
the anthem was formally declared the official State Song via an executive order in 2021.

Cultural Identity Assertion: Positions the anthem as a vital symbol of Tamil linguistic heritage,
civilizational identity, and regional cultural preservation.

Demand for Statutory Enactment: Members called for enacting a special statute to provide
binding legal backing and enforceability to the resolution.

Constitutional Rights Alignment: Grounded in constitutional guarantees protecting linguistic rights
and regional heritage within India's federal structure.

Essential Definitions

State Song (Tamil Thai Vazhthu): An official regional ~ TN ASSEMBLY PASSES RESOLUTION
anthem designated by a state government to express ON ‘TAMIL THAI VAZHTHU’

state identity, linguistic pride, and heritage. T
E e 1)

Assembly Resolution: A formal declaration passed by
a legislative chamber reflecting its collective opinion,
distinct from a statutory law.

Linguistic Federalism: A federal structure that
recognizes, preserves, and accommodates diverse
linguistic identities within a unified nation.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Article 29 (Protection of Cultural Rights): Guarantees citizens the right to conserve their distinct
language, script, or culture.

Article 350A (Linguistic Safeguards): Directs state authorities to facilitate the preservation and
instruction of regional languages.

Article 51A(a) (Fundamental Duties Context): Distinguishes national constitutional symbols
(National Anthem) from state-level anthems, as reflected in Bijoe Emmanuel v. State of Kerala.

Article 162 (Executive Power of State): Extends state executive authority to matters on which the
State Legislature has power to make laws, enabling administrative orders.

Conclusion

The Tamil Nadu Assembly's resolution underscores the importance of symbolic policy in fostering linguistic
federalism and cultural pride. While executive and legislative declarations strengthen regional identity,
balancing state symbols with national protocols upholds constitutional harmony.

UPSC Relevance

GS Paper I: Indian Culture, linguistic heritage, literature, and regional identity.

GS Paper II: Indian Constitution, Centre-State relations, linguistic rights, and executive powers
under Article 162.

GS Paper IV (Ethics): Constitutional morality, sub-national identity, and civil service neutrality.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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6. Meghalaya ADCs: Franchise Restrictions in Garo Hills Elections
Key Highlights & Summary

Electoral Exclusion: The Garo Hills Autonomous District Council (GHADC) approved
amendments to Rules 128 and 129, barring non-tribals from voting or contesting district council
elections.

Separate Electoral Rolls: Replaces the reliance on general State Assembly electoral rolls with a
dedicated electoral roll created exclusively for Sixth Schedule GHADC elections.

ST Eligibility Mandate: Limits franchise and candidacy rights strictly to individuals belonging to
recognized Scheduled Tribes residing in Meghalaya.

Response to Unrest: The legislative action follows violent regional protests and the cancellation of
an earlier executive notification by the Meghalaya High Court.

Tribal Protection Intent: Aims to preserve indigenous political autonomy, customary land rights,
and cultural integrity in western Meghalaya.

Judicial Scrutiny: Sets the stage for legal challenges concerning the balance between tribal
autonomy and fundamental democratic rights.

Essential Definitions

Autonomous District Council (ADC): A local administrative body established under the Sixth
Schedule to administer tribal-majority regions with legislative, judicial, and executive powers.

Electoral Roll: An official list of persons eligible to vote in a specific election within a designated
territorial jurisdiction.

Sixth Schedule: Constitutional provisions safeguarding tribal autonomy, culture, land rights, and
self-governance in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Sixth Schedule (Paragraph 2): Grants Autonomous District Councils the power to make rules
regulating the constitution, voting qualifications, and candidate eligibility for council elections.

Article 14 (Right to Equality): Prohibits arbitrary discrimination, raising legal questions regarding
franchise restrictions based on tribal status.

Article 15(1) & 15(4): Permits special constitutional provisions for the advancement and protection
of Scheduled Tribes.

Article 244(2): Validates the administration of tribal areas in specified North-Eastern states under the
Sixth Schedule framework.

Conclusion

The GHADC election rule amendments highlight the delicate balance between safeguarding indigenous
rights and maintaining constitutional protections. While aimed at preserving tribal governance under the
Sixth Schedule, restricting political participation presents constitutional challenges under fundamental rights
jurisprudence.

UPSC Relevance

GS Paper II: Sixth Schedule, Autonomous District Councils, fundamental rights versus special
protections, and Centre-State regional autonomy dynamics.

. __________________________________________________________]
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GS Paper III: Internal security threats, ethnic identity movements, and socio-political stability in
North-East India.

7. EV Charging Infrastructure in India: Karnataka's Leadership
Key Highlights & Summary

National Ranking: Karnataka ranks second nationwide with 6,805 Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations (EVCS), marginally trailing Maharashtra (6,985) and accounting for nearly 13% of India's
total 52,718 public chargers.

Proactive State Policy: Early policy

. . . o :
interventions, particularly Karnataka's pioneering o
2017 Electric Vehicle and Energy Storage Policy, ey ccras J POWERING

. . o sl 0BILI
drove aggressive private and public infrastructure —— : Al ggg‘;,"s;“.m 4

E-DRIVE
G WS

deployment. L A Ba @ ==

MORE  CLEANER  GREENER
CHARGERS  FUTURE INDIA

Inter-State Disparities: Significant regional
variance exists; major industrial states lead the
tally, while several North-Eastern states and
smaller Union Territories have fewer than 100
operational public charging stations.

Shift to Operational Quality: Transport experts emphasize moving focus from simple installation
metrics to improving grid interoperability, standardizing tariffs, and providing real-time charger
availability data.

Lack of Categorized Data: Centralized data maintained by the Ministry of Heavy Industries
currently does not differentiate between fast-charging (DC) and slow-charging (AC) station capacity.

National Push: Deployment continues to be supported by Central initiatives like FAME-II and PM-
eDrive, executed via Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) and state power distribution companies
(DISCOMs).

Essential Definitions

Electric Vehicle Charging Station (EVCS): Infrastructure element that supplies electrical energy
for recharging plug-in electric vehicles (including 2Ws, 3Ws, 4Ws, and buses).

Interoperability: The technical capability of different EV models to seamlessly utilize any charging
station regardless of network provider or charger brand.

De-licensed Activity: An economic or utility activity (like setting up a public charging station) that
requires no formal electricity distribution license under specified guidelines.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Electricity Act, 2003 (Section 12): Governs power distribution; Ministry of Power clarification
deems EV charging as a "service" rather than a "resale of electricity," removing licensing
requirements for public charging stations.

Seventh Schedule (List II Entry 53 & List I Entry 31): Covers taxes on consumption or sale of
electricity (State List) and posts/telegraphs/broadcasting/communications infrastructure protocols
(Union List).

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
9972258970 / 9740702455 9



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

e FAME-II & PM-eDrive Schemes: Statutory and budgetary schemes under the Ministry of Heavy
Industries facilitating demand incentives and public charging infrastructure creation nationwide.

e Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) Guidelines: Acts as the Central Nodal Agency establishing
national technical standards, density mandates (e.g., one station every 25 km on highways), and
safety protocols for EV charging infrastructure.

Conclusion

Karnataka’s success highlights the impact of early policy intervention in building public EV infrastructure.
To achieve national e-mobility goals, future focus must pivot from volume creation to technical
standardization, tariff rationalization, and bridging the severe infrastructure gap between leading industrial
states and under-served regions.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II: Governance policies, Centre-State infrastructure initiatives, inter-state disparity issues,
and role of regulatory bodies (Ministry of Power, BEE).

e GS Paper III: Infrastructure (Energy & Transport), Indian Economy, environmental sustainability
(climate goals, net-zero targets), and technology integration in public utilities.

8. Status of English in Modern India: From Colonial Medium to Indian Language
Key Highlights & Summary

o Judicial & Societal Debate: A recent Supreme Court observation rekindled discussion on whether
English, despite its non-indigenous origin, qualifies as an integral Indian language.

o Historical Appropriation: Used strategically by
reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Dadabhai
Naoroji, and Mahatma Gandhi, English evolved from a
tool of colonial administration into an instrument of
Indian nationalism and reform.

o Constitutional Compromise: The Munshi-Ayyangar
formula retained English alongside Hindi for official
Union purposes, cementing its role in administrative,
legislative, and higher judicial functions.

e Demographic & Aspirational Reach: As per Census data, over 129 million Indians use English,
making India one of the largest English-speaking populations globally and establishing the language
as a driver of socioeconomic mobility.

o Cultural & Literary Naturalization: Institutions like the Sahitya Akademi recognize Indian
Writing in English, acknowledging how the language has been indigenized with distinct national
idioms, phonetics, and literary sensibilities.

e Complementary Multilingualism: English functions not in conflict with native regional tongues,
but as a pragmatic bridge language facilitating pan-Indian integration and global engagement.

Essential Definitions

e Munshi-Ayyangar Formula: The constitutional compromise framework that declared Hindi in
Devanagari script as the Official Language while retaining English for official federal
communications.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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o Indigenization of Language: The organic process by which a foreign language adopts local idioms,
vocabulary, phonetic patterns, and socio-cultural contexts of its host nation.

o Functional Multilingualism: The societal practice of using multiple languages across different
functional spheres (e.g., native language at home, English for professional/global contexts).

Legal and Constitutional Framework

o Article 343: Declares Hindi in Devanagari script as the Official Language of the Union, while
permitting the continued use of English for official administrative purposes.

o Official Languages Act, 1963: Provides for the continued use of English for official transactions of
the Union and for inter-State communications alongside Hindi indefinitely.

o Article 348: Mandates that all proceedings in the Supreme Court and High Courts, as well as
authoritative texts of Bills and Acts, shall be conducted in the English language.

o Eighth Schedule Context: While English is not listed among the 22 languages of the Eighth
Schedule, it remains an official language in states like Nagaland and Meghalaya and enjoys statutory
federal recognition.

Conclusion

English in India has transcended its colonial origins through two centuries of political, literary, and
operational adoption. Viewing language policy through a binary prism risks weakening India's global
competitive edge; preserving linguistic diversity requires embracing both indigenous regional languages and
indigenized English within a robust multilingual framework.

UPSC Relevance
e GS Paper I: Society, diversity of India, linguistic identity, and social empowerment.

e GS Paper II: Constitutional provisions regarding official languages (Articles 343-351), federalism,
judicial language mandates, and educational governance.

e GS Paper IV (Ethics): Inclusivity in governance, access to administrative systems, and balancing
cultural heritage with modern socio-economic aspirations.

9. Relevance & Utility of International Law in Modern Global Order
Key Highlights & Summary

e Resilience Amid Conflict: Despite systemic stress from conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza, UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres affirmed that international law remains under pressure but will
prevail.

o Paradox of Justification: Aggressor states continuously invoke the UN Charter, sovereignty, and
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) to justify actions, proving that legal norms retain normative
authority.

e Quiet Governance Success: Mundane global routines—such as international aviation, maritime
transit, postal communications, passport validity, and consular services—rely seamlessly on
international legal compliance.

o Multilateral Progress: Recent legal instruments like the High Seas Treaty and the UN Convention
against Cybercrime demonstrate ongoing treaty-making capacity addressing emerging global
challenges.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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India and Global South Paradigm: India's adherence to the Indus Waters Treaty illustrates how
treaty frameworks preserve diplomatic engagement during political discord, safeguarding developing
nations against power asymmetry.

Crisis as Catalyst for Reform: Structural limitations, including UN Security Council paralysis,
highlight the need for institutional adaptation rather than abandoning the rules-based international
order.

Essential Definitions

International Humanitarian Law (IHL): A set of
rules seeking to limit the effects of armed conflict for
humanitarian reasons, protecting non-combatants and
restricting methods of warfare.

Rules-Based International Order: A framework of
international treaties, customary laws, and multilateral
bodies designed to govern state behavior and manage
global governance.

Treaty Regime: A binding system of rules, protocols,
and cooperative arrangements established among
sovereign states under international law.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Article 51 (Directive Principles of State Policy): Mandates that the State shall endeavor to foster
respect for international law and treaty obligations in the dealings of organized peoples with one
another.

UN Charter (Article 2(4) & Article 51): Prohibits the threat or use of force against territorial
integrity while preserving the inherent right of individual or collective self-defense.

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (1969): Codifies rules governing international treaty
formation, interpretation, performance, and compliance (pacta sunt servanda).

Constitution of India (Article 253): Grants Parliament the exclusive power to enact legislation for
implementing international treaties, agreements, or conventions.

Conclusion

While enforcement deficits and geopolitical gridlock expose the limitations of international law, its
fundamental framework remains indispensable. As demonstrated by India's strategic adherence to bilateral
treaties, international law provides weaker and developing nations with leverage against unilateral power,
serving as an irreplaceable instrument for global stability and multilateral cooperation.

UPSC Relevance

GS Paper II: International relations, bilateral and multilateral agreements, international bodies (UN,
UNSC), and Constitutional provisions (Article 51 & Article 253).

GS Paper IV / Essay: International ethics, rules-based world order, global governance challenges,
and the role of India in championing Global South interests.
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10. Physicist Deepak Dhar Awarded 2026 Dirac Medal
Key Highlights & Summary

o Prestigious Recognition: Renowned Indian theoretical
physicist Prof. Deepak Dhar was named co-recipient of the
2026 Dirac Medal awarded by the Abdus Salam
International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP), Italy.

e Rare Dual Distinction: Having won the Boltzmann Medal
in 2022 (the first Indian recipient), Prof. Dhar joins an elite
group of only ten global scientists to hold both prestigious
honors in physics.

e Core Research Contributions: Recognized for his seminal work in statistical physics, specifically
explaining how simple particle interactions give rise to complex, emergent behaviors in large
physical systems.

o Interdisciplinary Applications: Theoretical models developed by Prof. Dhar find practical
applications across diverse non-linear phenomena, including self-organized criticality, earthquakes,
traffic flow dynamics, and financial market fluctuations.

e Academic Pedigree: An alumnus of University of Allahabad, IIT Kanpur, and Caltech (where he
served as teaching assistant to Richard Feynman), he currently serves as INSA Distinguished
Professor at ICTS, Bengaluru.

o Emphasis on Primary Science: Prof. Dhar highlighted the critical necessity of strengthening
primary school science education alongside promoting fundamental research ecosystem in India.

Essential Definitions

e Dirac Medal: An elite international award instituted in 1985 by ICTP honoring significant advances
in theoretical physics, named after quantum mechanics pioneer Paul Dirac.

o Statistical Physics: A branch of physics using probability theory to study the macroscopic behavior
of complex physical systems composed of large numbers of microscopic constituents.

e Emergent Behavior: A phenomenon where a complex entity or system exhibits properties and
patterns that its individual parts do not possess on their own.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

e Article 51A(h) (Fundamental Duties): Mandates every Indian citizen to develop scientific temper,
humanism, and the spirit of inquiry and reform.

e Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) Act, 2023: Statutory framework established
to provide high-level strategic direction for research, innovation, and enterprise across academic
institutions.

e Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy (STIP): National policy roadmap aimed at fostering
indigenous research capabilities, strengthening higher education labs, and attracting top scientific
talent.

Conclusion

Prof. Deepak Dhar’s international recognition underscores India's growing stature in theoretical basic
sciences. Fostering future breakthroughs requires sustained public investment in fundamental research

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
9972258970 / 9740702455 13



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

infrastructure, encouraging early-stage scientific inquiry, and bridging primary science education gaps
across the country.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper I: Profile of eminent Indian personalities and their contributions to global science and
technology.

e GS Paper II: Statutory frameworks (ANRF Act), government policies, and institutional mechanisms
in higher education and R&D.

e GS Paper III: Science and Technology—developments and their applications in daily life,
achievements of Indians in science & technology, and indigenization of technology.
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