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1. India’s Trade Diversification and Merchandise Export Surge
Key Highlights & Summary

Surge in Merchandise Exports: India’s merchandise exports grew by 19.6% year-on-year to $44.2
billion in July, outpacing import growth through effective market diversification strategies.

Recovery in West Asia Trade: Despite geopolitical turmoil, exports to West Asia rose nearly 9%
due to strategic rerouting of shipping lines and utilization of alternative ports.

Market Expansion: Significant growth was registered in non-traditional partners like China (65%
increase to $2.2 billion in July), Tanzania (130% growth), as well as East Asia, Australia, and Africa.

Total Trade Performance: India’s total exports for July reached $80.14 billion (13.31% growth),
while total imports rose to $95.16 billion (15.83% growth).

Widening Trade Deficit: The overall trade deficit widened to $15 billion in July from $11.4 billion
last year, primarily driven by merchandise import volume ($76.2 billion) and slower service export
growth (6.4%) relative to service imports (9.5%).

Essential Definitions

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Trade Deficit: An economic condition where the total value of a nation's imported goods and
services exceeds the total value of its exported goods and services over a given period.

Merchandise Trade: The physical movement of tangible goods between nations, excluding services,
financial assets, and intellectual property transfers.

Trade Diversification: A strategic policy aimed at Goods exports surge 20%
di rt markets and broadening th rt . . .
expanding export markets and broadening the expo as India diversifies trade

product base to mitigate reliance on specific partner
. g . Indias exports to West Asia recovered in July amid the crisis after re-routing shipping lines, says
natlons or Commodltles. Commerce Secretary: trade deficit. however, widens as service exports grow slower than imports

in exports in the first four
months of this financial
year,” the Commerce Se-
cretary noted. “Tanzania
has also been a very stron

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI
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Article 301 (Freedom of Trade and Commerce):
Guarantees that trade, commerce, and intercourse
throughout the territory of India shall be free, subject to
reasonable public interest restrictions under Articles
302-304.
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Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation) Act,
1992: Acts as the primary statutory framework
authorizing the Central Government to formulate, control, and regulate export-import (EXIM)
policies.

Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) 2023: A long-term strategic initiative aimed at promoting India's
integration into global supply chains, targetting $2 trillion in total exports by 2030 through process
automation, export hubs, and market diversification.

Conclusion

India’s merchandise export performance demonstrates supply-chain adaptability and effective trade
diversification strategies amid global geopolitical headwinds. However, managing the widening overall trade
deficit requires sustained momentum in high-value service exports alongside continued structural reforms to
strengthen manufacturing competitiveness.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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UPSC Relevance

o Syllabus Linkage: GS Paper-III (Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of
resources, growth, development, and international trade).

o Key Exam Takeaways: Focus on structural dynamics of Indian trade, mechanisms to manage trade
deficits, Foreign Trade Policy objectives, and strategic maritime logistics adjustments.

2. Assam-Arunachal Border Unrest and Inter-State Boundary Dynamics
Key Highlights & Summary

e Temporary Suspension of Economic Blockade: Takam Mising Porin Kebang (TMPK),
representing the Mising community in Assam, suspended its economic blockade against Arunachal
Pradesh following bilateral administrative assurances.

e 48-Hour Ultimatum Issued: The student body issued a 48-hour deadline for the arrest of four
Arunachal-based individuals implicated in an August 10 firing incident in Mingmang Bodoti,
Dhemaji district.

e Root Cause in Land Disputes: The violent flare-up, which injured 11 people in Assam's Dhemaji
district bordering Likabali (Arunachal Pradesh), stems from recurring inter-state land entitlement
claims.

o High-Level Inter-State Mediation: Cabinet ministers from Assam engaged with TMPK leaders,
while Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma and Arunachal CM Pema Khandu urged calm and
cooperative action between police forces.

« Persistent Ground-Level Frictions: Despite macro- ~ Assamoutfit suspends ‘blockade
level political accords like the 2022 Namsai imposed on Arunachal boundary

Declaration and 2023 border MoU, localized disputes

by the TMPK. In view of  Khandu appealed for calm,
these assurances and in and promised action
consideration of the diffi- against those responsible
culties being faced by the for the fring.

The Hindu
GUWAHATI

Tension along the Assam

over agricultural land and village boundaries continue A Peadeh b ndia drg £ L S
dary eased on Thursday W8 has decided to temporarily  unrest, the Assam govern
night after Takam Mising suspend the blockade.” ment rushed Ministers Atul

to pose internal Security challenges‘ Porin Kebang (TMPK), the & Earler in the day, off  Bora and Rano] Pegu to

apex student body of As ’ cials in Dhemaji said police ~ Dhemaji. They held a meet
sam's Mising community, ProtestersinAssam blockinga restored order by firing  ing with the TMPK leaders

suspended the “economic  road leading to Arunachal blank shots after a scuffle  and several other
. oje blockade” of Arunachal  Pradeshon between people from both  organisations.
Essentlal Definltlons Pradesh. However, it gave a  ARRNGEUENT States followed anincident  TMPK president Tilak
s8hour ultimatum to ar of stone-pelting, The vio-  Doley said the meeting was
rest four Arunachal Pra-  Assam were injured in the  lence wasreported froman  positive. “They accepted
deshbased persons ac. Mingmang Bodoti area of area adjoining Likabali in our demands and said
. o i h cused in the August 10 Assam's Dhemaji district.  Arunachal Pradesh. these would
. firing incident that took  After talks with the Assam  Offcials of both the  through dialog
» Economic Blockade: A protest tactic involving the B N St otk ok
. K i i - On  Wednesday, the  ty groups of Aruna jon along the boundary to  leaders that A:
d t f h h d t t t th TMPK and other groups desh on Thurs case after Assam Chief Mi-  have requested their
1sSruption oT hignway corridors to restric (V had launched the blockade  TMP “As nister Himanta Biswa Sar-  nachal Pradesh  counter
in protest against the firing  were given regardingaction  ma and his Arunachal Pra- parts to hand over the four
in which 1l persons from onthe coredemands raised desh counterpart Pema persons accused of firing

movement of trade, fuel, and essential supplies into a
neighbouring state or territory.

o Inter-State Boundary Dispute: A territorial disagreement between constituent states of a federation
regarding administrative jurisdiction, boundary demarcation, or land ownership.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

o Article 3 of the Constitution: Vests Parliament with supreme authority to alter state boundaries,
change names, or form new states.

e Article 131: Grants the Supreme Court original jurisdiction to hear legal disputes between state
governments or between the Union and states.

e Article 263: Authorizes the creation of an Inter-State Council to facilitate consensus-building, policy
coordination, and investigation of inter-state issues.

o North-Eastern Areas (Reorganisation) Act, 1971: Historical legislation that reorganized Greater

Assam, laying the structural baseline for boundary relations across Northeast India.
-
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Conclusion

While top-level bilateral declarations provide necessary momentum, enduring peace along North-Eastern
borders requires precise physical demarcation by the Survey of India and institutionalized local peace
committees to address grass-root administrative grievances.

UPSC Relevance

e Syllabus Linkage: GS Paper-II (Indian Constitution, Cooperative Federalism, Inter-State Relations,
and Internal Security Challenges).

o Key Exam Takeaways: Study mechanisms of inter-state conflict resolution (Articles 3, 131, 263),
structural reorganization of Northeast India, and the role of local ethnic bodies in border security
management.

3. MMDR Amendment Bill 2026 and Fiscal Federalism Dynamics
Key Highlights & Summary

o Parliamentary Clearance: Both the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha passed the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026, restricting state governments from imposing
additional taxes, cesses, or levies on mineral rights or mineral-bearing lands.

e Centralized Regulation: The Bill expands Minerals belong to Jharkhand, MinesBillis agrave
Union regulatory control over mineral-bearing land belongs to Jharkhand: CM threat to our federal

lands in addition to existing regulation over structure: Kerala CM
. Soren warns of massive agitation” against amendment Bill passed by Parliament. says his State.
mine deVelOpmel’lt. which has about 40% of Indiz's total minerals, won' tolerate this stepmotherly treatment The Hindu Bureau

Amit Bhelari and future. Jharkhand will | Kerala Chief Minister V.0
PATNA P not tolerate this stepmoth- ~ Satheesan on  Thursday
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harkhand Chief Mi- 3
J nister Hemant Soren
on Thursday strong-

o Invalidation of Past Dues: Any uncollected
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ue. | pas
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will be fierce opposition to  threat to India’s federal rent Lists, with States hav-
the mave in “every district, | structure”. ng exclusive authority ov-
cleared It on Thursday, L every block, evi - Addressing  mediaper-  er subjects In the State List.

0 chayal, every town™. “Il | sons after a Cabinet meet-  Land, he pointed oul, falls

e Objections by States: Jharkhand CM Hemant i e Taanl | I bt e Ty B e

Bil willbecomeakaw after  the Centre's move. “The  Regulation) Amendment  doesnot comeloitssenses | State's principal objection  fore comes within the

the Bill on Wednesday
while the Rajya Sabha

receiving the President's entire nation will wimess.  Bill, 2026 in both the Lok  and failstorestoreto]Jhark- = was that the amendment  States’ legislative

S oren temled lt a "black B 111 ) i Wamlng Of assent. Minerals belong to Jhark- ~ Sabha and Rajya Sabha, ef.  hand and ts people thelr | sought to bring powers re- Jurisdiction.

hand, land belongs to  fectively tying Jharkhand’s  rights and entidements, ' lating 1o land, which Mr. Satheesan alleged
*Black Bill' Jharkhand; so why should  hands and feet,” he wrote  Jharkhand will not shy = comes under Entry 18 of that the Centre was at

. .. . - )
Wldespread agltatlon due to its lmpact on state Callng the legilation & Delhidecide on our rights LTI fm i v | e S u,u:;n.;,rx:m e ::ﬁl:(.‘mmgmm

“black Bill" and an injus-  and entitlements? In haste, and historic decisions efth-
tice to the people of fhark-  the Central government  40% of the country’s total  er” hesad. authority. nition of “mineral bearing

0 hand, Mr. S vamed of sssed the Mines and Min- ks. “It is SEEALSO He said the Constituti land”, with Juding
welfare finances, as Jharkhand holds 40% of ok ol [ ek DR Pty oy o e B el
India's mineral reserves.

o Federal Structure Concerns: Leaders from States such as Kerala and Jharkhand argued the
legislation severely encroaches upon state jurisdiction over land and mineral taxation rights.

e Objective of the Centre: The Union Government asserts the law aims to prevent disproportionate
fiscal burdens on extraction, establish price uniformity, attract investments, and safeguard national
economic growth.

Essential Definitions

e Mineral Rights: Legal entitlements granted to extract, possess, and commercialize sub-surface
mineral deposits from designated land areas.

o Fiscal Federalism: The division of taxation powers, legislative responsibilities, and financial
resources between central and regional levels of government.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Legal and Constitutional Framework

Entry 23, State List (Seventh Schedule): Grants states power over regulation of mines and mineral
development, subject to provisions of the Union List.

Entry 50, State List (Seventh Schedule): Empowers states to levy taxes on mineral rights, subject
to limitations imposed by Parliament by law relating to mineral development.

Entry 18, State List (Seventh Schedule): Covers state legislative powers over land, rights in or
over land, land tenures, and collection of rents.

Entry 54, Union List (Seventh Schedule): Empowers the Centre to regulate mines and mineral
development to the extent declared by Parliament by law to be expedient in the public interest.

Article 246: Establishes the distribution of legislative power between Parliament and State
Legislatures across Union, State, and Concurrent Lists.

July 2024 Supreme Court Ruling: A 9-judge Constitution Bench held that states have the power to
levy tax on mineral rights and mineral-bearing land under Entry 50, State List.

Conclusion

The MMDR Amendment Bill, 2026 seeks to streamline national supply chains and prevent disparate state
taxation. However, restricting state fiscal autonomy over mineral-bearing lands re-ignites federal disputes,
requiring a balanced framework that reconciles ease of doing business with state revenue requirements.

UPSC Relevance

Syllabus Linkage: GS Paper-II (Issues and Challenges Pertaining to the Federal Structure,
Devolution of Powers and Finances) and GS Paper-III (Indian Economy, Infrastructure, Mining
Sector).

Key Exam Takeaways: Focus on Union-State fiscal relations, constitutional friction points in the
Seventh Schedule, the 2024 Supreme Court 9-judge bench ruling on mineral taxation, and strategic
resource governance.

4. Rajasthan Cabinet Nod to Uniform Civil Code and Tree Protection Bills
Key Highlights & Summary

Cabinet Approval for Twin Bills: The Rajasthan Cabinet approved the drafts of the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) Bill and the Trees (Protection) Bill, set to be tabled in the Assembly's Monsoon Session.

Comprehensive Personal Law Reform: The
proposed UCC provides a uniform legal
framework governing marriage, divorce,
inheritance, maintenance, and live-in relationships
while prohibiting polygamy.

Mandatory Registration Timeline: The UCC
mandates the registration of all marriages and
divorces within 60 days of occurrence, while
safeguarding solemnization through diverse
religious customs (such as Saptapadi, Nikah, Anand Karaj, and Holy Union).

Gender Parity in Inheritance: The draft code guarantees equal property inheritance rights to sons
and daughters across all religions, overriding conflicting personal laws.

-]
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o Exemption for Scheduled Tribes: To protect cultural autonomy, Scheduled Tribes and classes with
constitutionally protected customary rights are explicitly exempted from the UCC's ambit.

o Protection of Flora: The Trees (Protection) Bill provides special legal protection to 29 specified tree
species across the state, including Khejri (Prosopis cineraria), the state tree of Rajasthan.

Essential Definitions

e Uniform Civil Code (UCC): A single set of secular civil laws governing personal matters such as
marriage, divorce, custody, adoption, and succession for all citizens regardless of religion.

o Personal Laws: A set of customary or scriptural rules applied to individuals based on their religious
affiliation or community identity in family and property matters.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

e Article 44 (Directive Principles of State Policy): Directs the State to endeavor to secure for citizens
a Uniform Civil Code throughout the territory of India.

e Entry 5, Concurrent List (Seventh Schedule): Grants joint legislative jurisdiction to Parliament
and State Assemblies over marriage, divorce, adoption, wills, intestacy, and succession.

e Article 25-28 (Fundamental Rights): Guarantees freedom of religion, subject to public order,
morality, health, and other fundamental rights under Part III of the Constitution.

e Article 163: Empowers the Cabinet headed by the Chief Minister to aid and advise the Governor in
exercising executive and legislative functions.

Conclusion

Rajasthan's dual legislative push reflects an attempt to harmonize social governance through personal law
standardization under Article 44 while advancing ecological conservation. Balancing uniform legal rights
with constitutional guarantees for minority customs and tribal protections remains essential for maintaining
social cohesion.

UPSC Relevance

o Syllabus Linkage: GS Paper-II (Indian Constitution—Directive Principles of State Policy,
Federalism, Concurrent List) and GS Paper-III (Environmental Conservation and Biodiversity).

o Key Exam Takeaways: Analyze the constitutional validity of state-level UCC enactments under
Article 44 read with Entry 5 of the Concurrent List, tribal customary law protections, and statutory
frameworks for regional biodiversity conservation.

5. Demand for Permanent Freeze on Lok Sabha Strength at 543
Key Highlights & Summary

o Chief Minister's Communication: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi enclosing a resolution passed by the State Assembly on August 12,
requesting a constitutional amendment to permanently freeze Lok Sabha seats at 543.

e Preserving Interstate Distribution: The resolution demands retaining the existing proportional
distribution of seats among States and Union Territories, as well as preserving the current Lok Sabha
to Rajya Sabha ratio of 2.2:1.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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e Unlink Women's Quota from Delimitation: The state urges immediate implementation of 33%
reservation for women (106th Amendment) starting from the 2029 elections based on the current 543
seats, without waiting for post-census delimitation.

o Demographic Penalty Apprehension: Southern states express deep concern that redrawing
constituencies using post-1971 population metrics will penalize them for successfully executing
family planning, economic growth, and social welfare programs.

o Historical Precedent: The resolution highlighted that during the 1967 delimitation, Tamil Nadu’s
Lok Sabha representation was reduced from 41 to 39 seats due to population adjustments, creating
historical anxieties over seat reallocation.

e Federal Injustice Argument: Altering seat proportions based on post-1971 population data
threatens to cause lasting political marginalization and a reduction in electoral voice for states with

lower fertility rates.
Amend Constitution to freeze Lok Sabha
Essential Definitions strength at 543, T.N. CM writes to PM

The indu Bureau ’ Q
Chief ny

e Delimitation: The process of fixing or redrawing territorial
boundaries of parliamentary or assembly constituencies to reflect
population changes, ensuring roughly equal voter distribution.

o Demographic Federalism: A principle balancing democratic
representation (one person, one vote) with structural protection
for federal units that achieve national demographic stabilization
goals.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

o Article 81: Outlines the composition of the Lok Sabha, requiring the ratio between seats and state
population to be uniform across states as far as practicable.

o Article 82: Mandates the readjustment of allocation of seats and territorial division of constituencies
after each national population census.

e 84th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2001: Extended the freeze on the total number of Lok Sabha
seats at 543 (originally enacted via 42nd Amendment, 1976 using 1971 Census figures) until the first
census after the year 2026.

¢ 106th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2023: Mandates 33% seats for women in the Lok Sabha and
State Legislative Assemblies, specified to take effect after the first census and subsequent
delimitation.

Conclusion

The debate highlights the core tension between numerical democracy based on current demographic reality
and federal equity for states achieving key national social indicators. Reconciling fair legislative
representation with incentives for population control will require a consensus-driven policy approach during
future constitutional reviews.

UPSC Relevance

e Syllabus Linkage: GS Paper-II (Indian Constitution—Federal Structure, Devolution of Powers,
Issues Pertaining to Representation of States, and Parliamentary Dynamics).

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
9972258970 / 9740702455 7



VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

Key Exam Takeaways: Study the constitutional mechanics of delimitation (Articles 81 and 82),
history of constitutional seat freezes, the 106th Amendment implementation clause, and federal
concerns surrounding demographic imbalance.

6. IISc Launch of SraVaani Voice AI Model for 65 Indian Languages
Key Highlights & Summary

Launch of SraVaani AI Model: Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), via its SPIRE
Lab, in collaboration with ARTPARK and Google, released SraVaani, India’s first open-source
multilingual speech recognition Al model.

Coverage of Non-Scheduled Languages: The model supports 65 Indian languages and dialects,
including 20 scheduled languages under the Eighth Schedule and 45 regional or tribal languages that
currently lack official digital recognition tools.

Inclusion of Underserved Population: The initiative extends voice Al and automatic speech
recognition (ASR) access to over 25 crore people speaking dialectal and non-scheduled languages
(as per the 2011 Census).

Broad Geographic Inclusion: Supports underserved regional languages across all Indian zones,
including Garo, Kokborok, Angika, Chakma, Tulu, Bundeli, and
Bajjika.

Al speech recognition model trained on
65 Indian languages and dialects released

High Accuracy on Low-Resource Languages: Achieved
significantly improved accuracy on low-resource languages, such
as recording a 9.5% Word Error Rate (WER) on Garo, compared
to 69.4% in conventional systems.

Open-Source Availability: Published freely on Hugging Face
under the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) licence to
promote public research, innovation, and local software adaptation.

Essential Definitions

Automatic Speech Recognition (ASR): A branch of artificial intelligence and computational
linguistics that processes human spoken language into machine-readable text format.

Word Error Rate (WER): A standard metric used to measure the accuracy of automatic speech
recognition systems, calculated as the ratio of word errors (substitutions, deletions, insertions) to
total reference words.

Scheduled vs Non-Scheduled Languages: Scheduled languages are those officially listed in the
Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution, whereas non-scheduled languages are regional, tribal, or
minority mother tongues outside the list.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Eighth Schedule (Articles 344(1) & 351): Lists 22 officially recognized languages; Article 351
directs the Union to promote the spread and enrichment of Hindi while respecting regional linguistic
heritage.

Article 29(1): Guarantees fundamental rights to any section of citizens residing in India to conserve
their distinct language, script, or culture.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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o National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Emphasizes mother tongue and regional language
instruction in early education, supported by digital voice technologies.

o Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023: Regulates the ethical collection, storage, and
processing of voice and linguistic datasets used for machine learning.

Conclusion

The release of SraVaani represents a major milestone in democratic Al expansion, bridging India's digital
language gap. By providing open-source ASR capabilities for non-scheduled and tribal languages, it ensures
technology-driven social inclusion, preserving endangered linguistic heritage while unlocking e-governance
and educational services for underserved populations.

UPSC Relevance

o Syllabus Linkage: GS Paper-II (Social Justice, Governance, Protection of Minority Rights) and GS
Paper-I1I (Science and Technology—Artificial Intelligence, Indigenous Technology Development).

o Key Exam Takeaways: Analyze Al applications in bridging the digital divide, constitutional
guarantees for linguistic minorities under Articles 29 and 351, open-source technology frameworks,
and the role of digital inclusion in governance.

7. Transparency as the Foundation of Trust in Medicine
Key Highlights & Summary

o Imperative of Institutional Transparency: Public trust in healthcare relies heavily on accessible
regulatory frameworks, such as user-friendly online registries managed by State Medical Councils to
verify doctor credentials.

* Systemic Design over Individual Blame: Modern Transparency as the foundation of trust in medicine
healthcare frameworks must transition from . :
penalizing individual practitioners to adopting 9 :
World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines that
analyze systemic design flaws behind medical
errors [cite: Rather than placing blame entirely on
individuals when things go wrong, modern health-
care systems — following World Health
Organization guidelines — are moving toward
analysing the systemic design [aws that allow
mistakes to occur in the [Irst place.].

o Culture of Open Disclosure: Establishing a
formal practice of open disclosure ensures
structured, honest communication with patients
regarding medical complications, financial costs, and therapeutic uncertainties.

o Mitigating Workplace Violence: With over 75% of Indian doctors experiencing workplace
violence, proactive communication and transparent administrative processes serve as protective
shields against systemic mistrust and conflict escalation.

o Shift to Shared Decision-Making: Moving from paternalistic medicine to collaborative decision-
making requires plain-language diagnostic explanations, periodic patient progress updates, and
embedded clinical communication training for medical students.

9972258970 / 9740702455 9
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Essential Definitions

Open Disclosure: A structured policy framework of honest communication with patients and their
families when an unexpected clinical adverse event or medical error occurs during care delivery
[cite: Crucially, it also means having an internal culture of “Open Disclosure”... It involves a
structured, honest conversation with the patient or their family, acknowledging the incident,
explaining how it occurred, and detailing the steps being taken to prevent recurrence.].

Medical Auditing: A systematic review of healthcare processes, patient records, and clinical
outcomes to assess compliance with professional standards and identify systemic vulnerabilities.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty): Encompasses the right to health, clean
environment, and quality healthcare as affirmed by the Supreme Court in Paschim Banga Khet
Mazdoor Samity v. State of West Bengal (1996).

National Medical Commission (NMC) Act, 2019: Governs medical education, professional ethics,
and national registration through bodies like the Ethics and Medical Registration Board (EMRB).

Consumer Protection Act, 2019: Regulates healthcare services under the ambit of service delivery,
allowing remedies for medical negligence while maintaining accountability.

Clinical Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act, 2010: Mandates standard operational
practices, display of service charges, and minimum infrastructure requirements for health facilities.

Conclusion

Building resilient healthcare systems requires integrating regulatory accessibility, systemic error audits, and
empathetic patient communication. Treating transparency as a structural obligation rather than an
administrative burden safeguards frontline doctors and upholds public confidence in clinical medicine.

UPSC Relevance

Syllabus Linkage: GS Paper-11 (Issues Relating to Development and Management of Social
Sector/Services relating to Health, Governance, Transparency and Accountability) and GS Paper-IV
(Medical Ethics, Professional Ethics, and Human Values).

Key Exam Takeaways: Focus on structural healthcare reforms, mechanisms to curb workplace
violence against medical personnel, institutional accountability under the NMC Act, and ethical
dimensions of doctor-patient relationships.

8. EU AI Act and Strategic Opportunities for India’s Tech Sector
Key Highlights & Summary

Extraterritorial Impact of EU AI Act: Entered into force in August 2024 with key provisions
taking effect in August 2026, the Act applies risk-based governance (prohibiting extreme risks,
strictly regulating high-risk cases, and enforcing light checks on limited-risk models) to foreign
providers whose Al outputs are used in Europe [cite: The Government of India has recently
considering a standalone legislation to govern ArtilIcial Intelligence (Al)... EU’s AI Act which was
entered into force in August 2024 and became applicable on August 2, 2026. The Act has adopted a
risk-based approach... while most Indian [/rms are likely aware that the Act applies when their Al
systems produce results in Europe].

9972258970 / 9740702455 10
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e Structural Mismatch with Indian IT Model: The Act assumes software is sold as a finished
product cleared via a 'conformity assessment' (Article 43). This creates friction for India's service-
oriented model, where continuous post-deployment modifications or bespoke client updates can
trigger costly re-assessments [cite: India’s technology industry has never worked that way... if the
system is “substantially modiled”, the process must be repeated... Businesses that rely on bespoke
services... may [Ind it harder to demonstrate that future changes fall within the scope of the original
assessment.].

e Timeline Adjustments: In June 2026, the EU
approved timeline extensions, moving compliance
deadlines for standalone high-risk Al systems to
December 2027 and high-risk embedded Al to
August 2028, while grandfathering pre-existing
market systems until substantially modified [cite: In
June 2026, the EU gave [Inal approval to a package
easing its own timelines, pushing the compliance
deadline for these standalone high-risk Al systems
to December 2027 and to August 2, 2028 for high-
risk Al-embedded in regulated products. It retained Rt
a grandfathering clause under which systems already on the market before this date are exempted
from the Act’s obligations until substantially modilJed.].

Europe’s Al rules may become India’s opportunity

o Shift in Legal Liability: Indian firms modifying third-party high-risk Al systems risk being legally
reclassified as system 'providers,' inheriting original regulatory burdens and liability for unplanned
functional changes.

e Commercial Opportunity in Al Compliance: The volume of testing, technical documentation, and
governance auditing required creates global demand for regulatory services—a niche India's legal
and technical professionals are well-equipped to capture.

o Leveraging Trade Bilateralism: Through institutional cooperation mechanisms under the newly
concluded India-EU Free Trade Agreement, India can establish accredited conformity assessment
bodies locally to evaluate global AI compliance.

Essential Definitions

o Conformity Assessment: A mandatory procedure under Article 43 of the EU Al Act through which
providers demonstrate that a high-risk Al system fulfills testing, documentation, and risk mitigation
standards prior to market deployment [cite: Before a ‘high-risk’ Al system, used for sensitive
decisions such as hiring or education, can enter the European market, it must clear a ‘conformity
assessment’ under Article 43: proof that it meets the law’s standards on testing, documentation and
human oversight.].

e Substantial Modification: Any change or upgrade to an Al system post-approval that alters its
intended purpose or impacts its legal compliance, triggering a fresh conformity assessment
requirement [cite: A substantial modiled is a change not contemplated at the time of the original
assessment, one that al Jects its compliance or alters its intended purpose... an unplanned
improvement that changes an Al system’s intended purpose may trigger a fresh regulatory exercise.].

Legal and Constitutional Framework

e Article 19(1)(g): Guarantees the fundamental right to practice any profession or carry on any
occupation, trade, or business, providing the baseline for domestic regulatory design in tech services.
|
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e EU AI Act (Regulation (EU) 2024/1689): World's first comprehensive horizontal legislative
framework establishing risk tiers, extraterritorial obligations, and strict penalties for non-compliant
Al applications.

e India-EU Trade and Technology Council (TTC) & FTA Framework: Bilateral platforms enabling
regulatory convergence, mutual recognition of technical standards, and cross-border data governance
cooperation.

o Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023: Regulates the processing of digital personal
data, aligning India's domestic privacy protections closer to global norms like Europe's GDPR.

Conclusion

While the EU Al Act presents operational challenges for agile Indian software modifications, it offers a
major commercial opportunity. By leveraging bilateral trade channels and mobilizing its professional talent,
India can transition from being merely subject to global regulations to becoming a premier hub for Al
compliance, certification, and technical audit services.

UPSC Relevance

o Syllabus Linkage: GS Paper-II (Bilateral, Regional, and Global Groupings involving India;
Important International Institutions) and GS Paper-III (Science and Technology—Developments,
Applications, Effect on Everyday Life and Industry).

o Key Exam Takeaways: Analyze the extraterritorial effects of international regulations (Brussels
Effect), trade-technology diplomacy through FTAs, legal challenges of regulating evolving Al
architectures, and strategies to expand service exports into technical compliance markets.

9. Constitutional Limits on Arrest and Personal Liberty
Key Highlights & Summary

e Mandatory Communication of Grounds: In Vihaan Kumar v. State of Haryana (2025), the
Supreme Court held that every arrested person must be directly and meaningfully informed of the
grounds for their arrest [cite: Recently, the Supreme Court, in Vihaan Kumar v. State of Haryana
(2025), held that every arrested person must be properly and meaningfully informed of the grounds
for his arrest. ... Therefore, the arrested person must be directly informed of the grounds of arrest in a
manner that enables him to understand them.].

o Invalidation of Remand Orders: Merely informing relatives or issuing ambiguous arrest records
fails constitutional tests; an illegal initial arrest renders subsequent judicial remand orders invalid
[cite: Considering this, the verdict says that communicating the details of the arrest to relatives or
providing ambiguous records does not satisfy the constitutional requirements. ... if the initial arrest
was unconstitutional, subsequent remand orders would also be deemed illegal.].

e Timely Production Before Magistrate: Arrest memos must explicitly record the exact time of arrest
to enforce the mandate of producing the detainee before a local magistrate within 24 hours,
excluding travel time [cite: Moreover, to ful(]]l the requirements of Article 22(2) and Section 57 of
the CrPC (Section 58 of the BNSS, 2023), the arrest memo must contain the time of arrest. These
constitutional and legal provisions say that the police must present the arrested person to a local
magistrate within 24 hours, excluding the travel time.].

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Check on Routine Arrests: Reaffirming Arnesh
Kumar v. State of Bihar (2014), the Court
emphasized that arrest must be an exception,
requiring written justification of necessity rather
than routine execution for offenses punishable by
less than seven years [cite: In Arnesh Kumar v.
State of Bihar (2014), the Supreme Court laid
down guidelines for arrests... In the guidelines,
the court said that arrests should be an exception
in cases where the punishment is less than seven
years... Thus, routine arrests cannot be made
merely because the power to arrest has been given to the police.].

Right to Custodial Dignity: Degrading treatment during custody violates Article 21, prompting
directions to amend state procedural frameworks to protect personal dignity.

Arbitrariness vs. The Golden Triangle: Arbitrary arrests breach the fundamental link between
Articles 14, 19, and 21 (the "Golden Triangle"), undermining substantive and procedural natural
justice [cite: Further, the Golden Triangle of India’s Constitution as explained by the Supreme Court
in Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978) suggests that Article 21 is related to Articles 14 and 19...
Therefore, any arbitrary exercise of the power of arrest or detention would amount to a violation of
the Golden Triangle.].

Essential Definitions

Arrest vs. Detention: Arrest is formal police custody based on probable cause of an offense,
whereas detention is a temporary restriction for investigative inquiry without formal criminal
charges.

Preventive Detention: Action taken by state authorities to detain an individual to prevent them from
committing potential future crimes, distinct from punitive detention imposed after judicial trial.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Article 21: Guarantees protection of life and personal liberty, including freedom from arbitrary,
degrading, or inhumane treatment while in custodial confinement.

Article 22(1): Entitles arrested persons to be informed as soon as may be of the grounds of arrest and
guarantees the right to consult and be defended by a legal practitioner.

Article 22(2): Mandates production of every arrested individual before the nearest magistrate within
24 hours of arrest.

Section 35, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023: Formerly Section 41 CrPC;
specifies conditions where police may arrest without a warrant and requires recording written
reasons for necessity.

Section 58, BNSS, 2023: Formerly Section 57 CrPC; restricts police detention of an arrested person
beyond 24 hours without specific authorization from a magistrate.

Conclusion

Procedural rigor in execution of arrests is essential to maintain the delicate balance between state authority
and civil liberty [cite: The constitutionality of arrest in India needs to be examined to reinforce democratic
values and ensure that the authority of the state and the liberty of the citizen are properly balanced... framers
|
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of the Constitution ensured that a delicate balance between authority and liberty is maintained...]. By strictly
enforcing Article 22 mandates and ruling out routine arrests, judicial decisions safeguard natural justice and
human dignity within the criminal justice system.

UPSC Relevance

Syllabus Linkage: GS Paper-II (Fundamental Rights, Indian Constitution—Procedures, Safeguards,
Judicial Pronouncements, and Criminal Justice System Reform).

Key Exam Takeaways: Analyze procedural safeguards under Article 22, the Golden Triangle
doctrine (Maneka Gandhi case), guidelines governing power of arrest (Arnesh Kumar, Vihaan
Kumar), and transitions from CrPC to BNSS statutory provisions.

10. Temporary Pause on UK Chevening Fellowships: Strategic Implications for Indo-

UK Soft Power Dynamics
Key Highlights & Summary

One-Year Suspension of Key Fellowships: The UK government has paused three major short-term
Chevening Fellowships for mid-career professionals for the 202728 academic cycle: CRISP, Cyber
Security, and South Asia Journalism Programme (SAJP).

Primary Drivers Behind the Pause: Officials cited UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office (FCDO) cost-cutting, portfolio optimization, and capacity constraints at host institutions like
the University of Westminster.

Targeted Leadership Cohorts: The Why has the UK. paused three
affected programs cater to vital strategic Chevening fellowships?
sectors, including Oxford's CRISP (science .. o™
and entrepreneurship), Cranfield's Cyber
Security Fellowship (defense and
technology), and SAJP (media
collaboration across South Asia).

‘Mairi Porecha.
The

Pivot Toward Alternative Funding: >
Chevening India is seeking corporate partnerships and industry sponsorships to sustain cohorts,
including the upcoming Chevening Gurukul Fellowship at Oxford.

Master's Scholarships Remain Intact: Full-time, one-year Chevening Master's degree scholarships
for 2027-28 remain operational despite long-term overall funding contractions.

Impact on Track II Diplomacy: The temporary halt disrupts institutionalized people-to-people
exchanges, track II diplomatic engagement, and cross-border professional networking between India
and the UK.

Essential Definitions

Soft Power: The ability of a nation to influence international outcomes and shape preferences
through cultural appeal, educational diplomacy, and shared values rather than coercion.

Track II Diplomacy: Informal, non-governmental interactions between academics, journalists, and
professionals aimed at building trust and influencing official policy channels.

Chevening Fellowships: Fully funded short-term professional development programs run by the UK
FCDO targeting mid-career leaders in key geopolitical regions.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Legal and Constitutional Framework
e Constitutional Domain (India):

o Article 51(c) (DPSP): Directs the State to foster respect for international law and treaty
obligations, providing a constitutional anchor for international educational and cultural
exchanges.

o Seventh Schedule (Union List, Entry 10 & 13): Grants Parliament exclusive jurisdiction
over foreign affairs and international treaties, agreements, and conventions.

o Bilateral Framework:

o India-UK Roadmap 2030: A comprehensive bilateral framework designed to elevate ties
across defense, trade, climate action, and education through elevated people-to-people
connectivity.

Conclusion

The temporary pause on Chevening fellowships highlights the vulnerability of soft power initiatives to
budgetary constraints in developed nations. Diversifying funding through public-private partnerships will be
vital to sustaining educational diplomacy and protecting long-term bilateral engagement.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II: India and its neighborhood relations; Bilateral, regional, and global groupings
involving India; Effect of policies and politics of developed countries on India's interests; Role of
soft power and diaspora in foreign policy.
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