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1. SC Seeks Compensation for Digital Arrest Scam Victims
Key Highlights

The Supreme Court called upon the Reserve Bank of India to mandate financial institutions to fully
indemnify digital arrest victims if the crime occurred due to a lack of institutional diligence.

The top court expressed profound frustration as cyber
fraudsters siphoned off 800 11 Q Why can't people /
phoned off over crore rupees annually understand? Whatis the |
while questioning how educated individuals remain issue with these victims?... What 3
is this fear of arrest? Can they not ' Y
understand a basic thing that no one  (#¥«

. Cy ) can be arrested over a mobile phone *
The Bench directed States to provide information on FIRS  call... just throw your mobile against

gullible to mobile phone threats.

registered in digital arrest cases alongside the current the wall..We feel frustrated...
.. . . Why can't we stop this crime?
status of their investigation and prosecution. e

Chief Justice of India

The court will examine the proposed Reserve Bank of
India Know Your Customer Amendment Directions, 2026, intended to curb cyber fraud through
automated alert systems.

Amicus curiae N.S. Nainai noted that even educated people are falling into the trap despite
widespread warnings splashed across media and court orders.

Summary & Background

Legal And Constitutional Framework Essential Definitions

e Information Technology Act, 2000: Governs cyber « Digital Arrest: A cyber fraud
offenses, electronic transactions, and penalties for method where scammers
data theft and digital fraud. impersonate law enforcement

agents over video calls or phone

e Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023: Provisions related calls, coercing victims into
to cheating, criminal intimidation, and confinement and extortion under
impersonation under color of office apply directly to the false threat of legal detention.

The Supreme Court took stern notice of massive financial leakages where over 800 crore rupees fell
into the hands of cyber fraudsters within a single year.

Bench members, including Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, emphasized that no law allows anyone
to be arrested over a mobile phone call and expressed shock at public vulnerability.

The judicial review focuses on enhancing institutional accountability by requiring banks to flag
uncharacteristic transactions and alert law enforcement for physical verification.

digital arrest scams.
& ¢ Indemnification: Compensation

Banking Regulation Act, 1949: Empowers the for harm or loss, referring here to
Reserve Bank of India to issue directions to banking banks reimbursing victims for
companies concerning conduct and security financial losses caused by

safeguards against financial crimes. institutional lapses.

Impact & Measures

Financial institutions are mandated to suspend transactions that uncharacteristically deviate from an
account history and relay automated alerts to police authorities for physical verification.

Enhanced accountability on banks to prevent systemic fraud will compel institutions to upgrade real-
time monitoring and anti-fraud architecture.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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o State law enforcement agencies must accelerate tracking, investigation, and prosecution of cyber
crime networks to dismantle syndicates operating digital arrest scams.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court intervention marks a decisive shift from passive advisory warnings to enforcing strict
institutional liability on financial regulators and banks. Curbing digital arrest scams requires a unified
approach combining robust banking surveillance, proactive regulatory compliance, and intensive public
awareness to protect the national economy.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper II: Statutory, regulatory, and quasi-judicial bodies including the Reserve
Bank of India and Supreme Court directions.

e General Studies Paper III: Internal security challenges, cyber security threats, money laundering,
and prevention of cyber crimes.

2. Supreme Court Quashes Karnataka Law Validating Corrupt Recruitment
Key Highlights

e The Supreme Court declared unconstitutional a Karnataka law that sought to validate the 2011
selection of Gazetted Probationers.

o The court characterized the recruitment process conducted by the Karnataka State Public Service
Commission as corrupt and blatantly nepotistic.

e A Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and K. Vinod
Chandran struck down the Karnataka Civil Services

Essential Definitions

(Validation of Selection and Appointment of 2011 * Validating Act: A legislation
Batch Gazetted Probationers) Act, 2022. passed by a parliament or state
assembly to cure legal flaws or
e The apex court affirmed that the 2022 Act was nullify the legal effect of a court
explicitly enacted to countermand earlier judicial judgment.
rulings of both the Karnataka High Court and the

o Separation of Powers: A doctrine
Supreme Court. dividing state governance into
legislative, executive, and judicial
branches to prevent arbitrary power
concentration.

o Judicial decisions had previously upheld the
cancellation of the entire 2011 selection process for
362 Group A and B officer posts.

Summary & Background

e The issue stems from the 2011 recruitment drive for 362 Group A and B Gazetted Probationer posts
conducted by the Karnataka State Public Service Commission.

e Due to widespread allegations of bribery and favoritism, judicial authorities upheld the complete
annulment of the selection list to protect meritocracy.

o To bypass judicial rulings, the state legislature enacted the 2022 Validation Act to protect illegally
appointed candidates, triggering a fresh constitutional challenge before the Supreme Court.

Legal And Constitutional Framework

o Article 14: Ensures equality before the law and equal protection of laws, prohibiting arbitrary state
action in public employment.
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o Article 16: Guarantees equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters relating to employment or
appointment to public offices.

o Doctrine of Separation of Powers: Restrains legislatures from directly overriding judicial decisions
without removing the underlying legal defect.

Impact & Measures KPSC recruitment cases:
Supreme Court allows
Karnataka to replace SIT
members

e The ruling reinforces judicial supremacy over legislative
overreach aimed at validating illegal public appointments.

o It sets a firm precedent safeguarding integrity and merit-
based selection within State Public Service Commissions
across India.

o State authorities are compelled to maintain transparent
recruitment procedures and strictly comply with
constitutional guarantees.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court judgment reaffirms that legislative power
cannot be misused to legalise systemic corruption or circumvent
judicial mandates. Protecting equality of opportunity in public service remains crucial for maintaining public
trust in state administrative machinery.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper II: Separation of powers between constitutional organs, judicial review,
structure and functions of State Public Service Commissions, and public service integrity.

3. Hanging Glaciers Threaten Badrinath Infrastructure: DRDO Study
Key Highlights

o A DRDO-funded study published in Landslides journal warns an ice avalanche from hanging
glaciers could damage 398 buildings, 2.66 km of roads, two bridges, a helipad, and a parking area in
Badrinath.

e The study assessed three hanging glaciers situated
between 4,700 and 5,465 metres altitude above
Badrinath town, located at 3,415 metres elevation e Hanging Glacier: A glacier perched

on the Alaknanda River banks. on a steep mountain slope or
bedrock cliff above a valley,

e The second glacier poses the highest risk, holding terminating abruptly and prone to
5.32 million cubic metres of ice with a steep 34.57° detachment and ice avalanches.
slope, capable of attaining peak velocity of 78.5
m/s and flow height of 73.5 metres.

Essential Definitions

o Basal Resistance: The friction
force at the glacier base resisting
sliding, which diminishes as
warming temperatures introduce
liquid water at the bed.

o Research was conducted jointly by IISc Divecha
Centre for Climate Change, Cambridge University,
and DRDO using satellite imagery and elevation
modeling.

o While Badrinath shrine is not expected to be hit directly, accumulated rock and debris from such an
event could severely impact the temple precinct.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Summary & Background

o Badrinath is a critical Himalayan pilgrimage site attracting 1.7 million visitors during the 2025 Char
Dham Yatra, rendering its high infrastructure concentration vulnerable to natural hazards.

e Glacier transition toward temperate conditions lowers basal resistance, increasing slope failure and
ice detachment probability in the fragile Himalayan ecosystem.

e An earlier study identified 219 hanging glaciers in the region, with nearly 30% located in the
Alaknanda basin exhibiting unstable ice mass.

Legal And Constitutional Framework

o Disaster Management Act, 2005: Provides statutory backing for
institutional disaster risk reduction, mandatory hazard zoning, and
early warning systems.

o Environment Protection Act, 1986: Empowers authorities to regulate
infrastructure development and enforce eco-sensitive zone norms in
fragile mountain ecosystems.

e Article 48A & 51A(g): Constitutional obligations directing the State
and citizens to protect and improve the natural environment and wild
ecology.

Impact & Measures

Badrinath Dham, Snow
Flows Down Like Water

e Demarcate clear avalanche impact and buffer zones based on worst-
case glacial runout scenarios to safeguard lives and vital assets.

o Impose strict regulatory bans on unsustainable construction and heavy infrastructure expansion
within high-vulnerability Himalayan zones.

o Replicate standardized high-resolution satellite risk assessment methodology across vulnerable
Himalayan townships to enable proactive disaster preparedness.

Conclusion

The findings highlight the urgent imperative to balance pilgrim infrastructure development with ecological
carrying capacity in the Himalayas. Implementing scientific risk zoning, real-time monitoring, and strict
regulatory limits on construction is essential to prevent catastrophic climate-induced glacial disasters.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper III: Disaster management, disaster risk reduction, climate change impacts,
fragile Himalayan ecology, and environmental impact assessment.

4. MHA Directs Delhi Police to Register NCC Cadets As 'Park Praharis'
Key Highlights

e The Union Ministry of Home Affairs asked Delhi Police to consider creating an online portal to
register National Cadet Corps personnel as 'Park Praharis' to enhance surveillance in public parks.

o The directive follows a high-level review after a horrific gang-rape incident at South Delhi’s Astha
Kunj Park, where critical security gaps and non-functional CCTVs were found.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Organizations such as C-DAC and BISAG-N under MeitY will assist in evaluating and installing
CCTV networks across public parks by November.

Delhi Police will fund salaries for 'Park Praharis', who will be deployed during peak evening hours at
designated public parks.

A strict deadline of December 2026 has been set for repairing boundary walls, establishing patrol
points, and upgrading lighting as per IRC and BIS standards.

Summary & Background

Following a major security lapse in a public park, Essential Definitions
MHA convened high-level meetings chaired by
Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan to overhaul
public park safety in the Capital.

o Park Praharis: Trained NCC
personnel registered via a dedicated
digital platform to monitor public

A comprehensive security audit revealed parks during peak hours and
widespread vulnerabilities, including non- improve community safety.
functional cameras, missing security guards, and « BISAG-N: Bhaskaracharya National

unmaintained boundary walls. Institute for Space Applications and
Geo-informatics, a premier
autonomous scientific body under
MeitY providing geo-spatial solution
frameworks.

All parks exceeding one acre that lack perimeter
security must now maintain round-the-clock
security guards, controlled access points, and
enhanced surveillance infrastructure.

Legal And Constitutional Framework

Article 21: Guarantees the right to life and personal liberty, imposing a constitutional obligation on
the state to ensure public safety and security, particularly for women.

Delhi Police Act, 1978: Provides statutory powers for regulating public order, maintaining civic
security, and deploying auxiliary support forces for policing.

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) & IRC Norms: Statutory and technical frameworks governing
infrastructure safety standards, including lighting and physical security parameters.

Impact & Measures

Mobilizing youth forces like NCC as auxiliary guardians
strengthens community policing and acts as a strong
deterrent against street crimes in public spaces.

Mandating strict compliance on landowning agencies
ensures systematic maintenance of boundary walls,
access controls, and adequate illumination.

Integrating advanced technological surveillance through
MeitY agencies optimizes real-time monitoring and
threat prevention in urban green zones.

Conclusion

The decision to register 'Park Praharis' represents a proactive shift toward integrated urban safety combining
community involvement, inter-agency collaboration, and technological surveillance. Strict implementation
will ensure that public spaces remain safe and accessible for all citizens.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper II: Governance, statutory bodies, role of civil services in a democracy, and
policy interventions for safeguarding vulnerable sections.

e General Studies Paper III: Role of media and social media/technology in internal security, urban
safety infrastructure, and community policing models.

5. Supreme Court Criticises MCA Over NCLT Staff Appointments
Key Highlights

e The Supreme Court observed that staff appointments at the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
have been completely hijacked by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA).

LR (O emn 1L Eem oy
. .—:—Jv A

T g8

o A three-judge bench led by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant
stressed the necessity of preserving the appointment

autonomy of the NCLT President. M .
o The bench, including Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V. NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TR'BUNAL

Mohana, was hearing a plea regarding staff recruitment
attached to NCLT judicial members.

| avgli ekt fAfRY svftreseor |

o Counsel highlighted that staff recruitment was outsourced to a private entity, leaving contractual
employees vulnerable to abrupt termination after years of service.

o The court suggested deputation of employees as an interim measure, followed by regular recruitment
conducted through UPSC or SSC.

o The apex court refused to tie down tribunal heads or protect backdoor entrants, holding that complete
functional autonomy must rest with the NCLT President.

Summary & Background

» Executive interference in administrative operations of quasi-judicial tribunals undermines judicial
independence and operational integrity.

e The outsourcing of tribunal staff hiring to private agencies by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
triggered significant legal challenges regarding contractual security and institutional autonomy.

o Chief Justice Surya Kant noted that the

. . ! | Essential Definitions
executive seeking a complete grip over tribunal

staff appointments is highly unfortunate, calling e National Company Law Tribunal
for institutional selection mechanisms via (NCLT): A statutory quasi-judicial body
constitutional bodies. constituted under the Companies Act,
2013, adjudicating corporate
Legal And Constitutional Framework insolvency, governance, and company
e Companies Act, 2013 (Section 408): Provides law disputes.
statutory authorization for establishing the o Tribunalization: The process of
National Company Law Tribunal and defining its creating specialized quasi-judicial
administrative setup. bodies outside traditional court
systems to ensure expedited dispute
e Article 14: Guarantees equality before the law resolution.

and prohibits arbitrary administrative action in
public recruitment and employee termination.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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e Article 16: Ensures equal opportunity in public employment, barring backdoor or arbitrary hiring
practices without institutional oversight.

e Article 323B: Empowers parliament to establish administrative tribunals for taxation, foreign
exchange, industrial disputes, and corporate matters.

Impact & Measures

o Restoring hiring powers exclusively to the NCLT President protects quasi-judicial institutions from
administrative overreach by executive ministries.

o Routing staff appointments through UPSC or SSC ensures merit-based, standardized recruitment
while eliminating vulnerabilities associated with private outsourcing.

e Preserving tribunal autonomy enhances public trust, accelerates insolvency resolutions, and secures
smooth functioning of corporate dispute mechanisms.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court ruling reinforces the constitutional necessity of safeguarding judicial independence from
executive dominance. Streamlining recruitment through statutory bodies while preserving tribunal heads'
autonomy remains fundamental to upholding effective corporate governance and the rule of law.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper II: Separation of powers, independence of judiciary, statutory and quasi-
judicial bodies including NCLT, and administrative governance challenges.

6. Border Transgressions Keep Happening, Forces Guarding Very Well: Arunachal CM
Key Highlights

e Arunachal Pradesh CM Pema Khandu stated that border transgressions recur because China does not
recognize the McMahon Line as the border.

o ITBP Director General Shatrujeet Kapur reported face-offs with the Chinese PLA across multiple
locations in Arunachal Pradesh, praising ITBP Shaurya commandos.

e India and China held Corps Commander-level talks at Wacha-Damai, India's easternmost border
personnel meeting point in the Kibithoo sector, to address Upper Subansiri tensions.

o The Ministry of External Affairs clarified that the | ggsential Definitions
situation along the Line of Actual Control gets
disturbed periodically due to Chinese divergence
from established patrolling patterns.

e McMahon Line: The effective
boundary line between Northeast
India and Tibet agreed upon during

e CM Khandu highlighted that the proposed the 1914 Simla Convention, which
11,200-MW Siang Upper Multipurpose Project China refuses to officially accept.
serves primarily as a strategic defence mechanism « Line of Actual Control (LAC): The
rather than just a hydropower project. demarcation line separating Indian-

controlled territory from Chinese-
controlled territory in the absence of a
e The McMahon Line, agreed upon in 1914 mutually settled international

between British India and Tibet, acts as the de boundary.

facto boundary in Arunachal Pradesh, but Beijing

rejects its legitimacy claiming Tibet lacked treaty-making authority.

Summary & Background

9972258970 / 9740702455 8
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e Overlapping perceptions of the Line of Actual Control routinely trigger patrolling face-offs between
Indian armed forces and Chinese PLA units.

o Alongside border security, strategic infrastructure development like the Siang Multipurpose Project
and promoting border tourism are being prioritized to assert territorial integrity and economic
resilience.

Legal And Constitutional Framework

o Article 1(3): Defines the territory of India, encompassing states like Arunachal Pradesh as integral
parts of the sovereign Union.

e Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement (1993): Bilateral framework establishing confidence-
building measures and peaceful management of the Line of Actual Control.

e Inner Line Permit (ILP) System: Regulated under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873,
restricting unauthorized entry to safeguard strategic border areas and indigenous security.

Impact & Measures

e Continuous deployment of elite units like ITBP Shaurya commandos ensures high operational
readiness and effective border defense.

o Development of strategic infrastructure, such as the Siang hydro-defence project, counters upstream
river diversion risks and bolsters national security posture.

e Promoting battlefield and border tourism integrates frontier communities into the national economy
while enhancing borderland surveillance.

Conclusion

Managing recurring border transgressions along the McMahon Line requires maintaining strong military
deterrence alongside sustained diplomatic engagement. Expanding border infrastructure, empowering local
communities, and securing river systems are imperative for safeguarding India's territorial sovereignty in the
Eastern Sector.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper II: India and its neighborhood relations, bilateral agreements, international
treaties, and foreign policy challenges.

e General Studies Paper III: Security challenges in border areas, role of border management forces
(ITBP), infrastructure development along frontiers, and strategic water security.

7. The Geography And Economy Of Punjab's Long Drug Crisis
Key Highlights

e Punjab ranks highest nationwide in drug possession for trafficking cases, recording 6,060 cases in
2024 according to National Crime Records Bureau data.

o The state accounted for 57% of total pharmaceutical drug seizures and 44% of total heroin seizures
across India in 2024.

o Punjab shares a vulnerable 553-km international border with Pakistan, placing it adjacent to the
Golden Crescent drug production hub.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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o Border security data reveals that drone-based smuggling has surged dramatically, with over 200
drone droppings recorded in 2024 across border districts.

o Political pressure has intensified following custodial deaths and alleged drug networks, making
narcotics a central issue ahead of upcoming assembly elections.

Summary & Background

o Historical acceptance of opium consumption in Essential Definitions
pre-independence Punjab has transitioned into a
severe contemporary crisis involving synthetic
drugs and pharmaceutical abuse.

e Golden Crescent: A major illicit
opium-producing region spanning
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran, which

o Cross-border trafficking networks exploit porous serves as a primary source of heroin
international borders and mountainous supply trafficking into South Asia.

chains from Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Iran. « Narco-Terrorism: The use of drug

trafficking proceeds to fund terrorist
activities or destabilize border regions
through systematic drug proliferation.

e Successive state governments have deployed
various strategies ranging from enforcement
crackdowns like the EDP approach to
community-led outreach programs like Yudh
Nashe Ke Khilaf.

Legal And Constitutional Framework

e Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)

Act, 1985: The principal legislation governing the Why Punjab can’t shake off
prohibition, control, and regulation of narcotic drugs and drug crisis: Role of hls.tory,
psychotropic substances in India. geography, economics

o Article 47: A Directive Principle of State Policy directing
the State to raise the level of nutrition and standard of
living, and to bring about prohibition of intoxicating drinks
and drugs injurious to health.

e Border Security Force Act, 1968: Empowers border
guarding forces like the BSF, with extended jurisdiction up
to 50 km in border states, to counter transnational
smuggling.

Impact & Measures

e Proliferation of synthetic drugs and pharma opioids severely erodes the socioeconomic fabric,
impacting youth employment and fueling familial criminality.

o Integration of anti-drone technology, increased BSF jurisdiction, and inter-state intelligence
coordination aim to choke cross-border supply routes.

o Shifting policy focus towards community-driven rehabilitation, grassroots volunteering, and rigorous
dope testing in public recruitment aims to address demand reduction.

Conclusion
Tackling Punjab's deep-rooted drug crisis requires a holistic strategy that seamlessly integrates airtight

border surveillance, elimination of local distribution networks, and massive public health rehabilitation.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Addressing economic vulnerabilities and youth aspirations remains critical for sustainable eradication of
narco-menace.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper II: Government policies and interventions for vulnerable sections, public
health, and welfare schemes.

e General Studies Paper III: Internal security challenges, link between organized crime and
terrorism, border management, and prevention of money laundering and drug trafficking.

8. ISRO To Launch NVS-03 To Restore India's NavIC Navigation System
Key Highlights

e ISRO is set to launch NVS-03, the third next-generation navigation satellite aimed at restoring
operational services of India's indigenous positioning system, NavIC.

e NavlC is a seven-satellite regional constellation Essential Definitions
designed to cover the Indian landmass and a

surrounding region extending up to 1,500 km. * NaviC (IRNSS): Navigation with

Indian Constellation, India's

o Six out of 11 launched navigation satellites failed autonomous regional satellite
due to imported atomic clock malfunctions, orbital navigation system providing real-
injection issues, or completion of their operational time positioning and timing services.
lifespan. « Atomic Clock: A highly precise

timekeeping device utilizing atomic
resonance frequencies to calculate
exact signal travel duration for
location determination.

o Second-generation NVS series satellites
incorporate indigenously developed rubidium
atomic clocks offering an extended mission life of
12 years.

e The NVS series introduces the L1 frequency band alongside L5 and S bands, enhancing
interoperability with global positioning systems like GPS and enabling compatibility with
smartwatches and mobile devices.

Summary & Background

o Developed at an estimated cost of 2,250 crore, NavIC aims to deliver public positioning accuracy
up to 10 metres and a restricted, encrypted service for defense and strategic sectors.

o System degradation occurred as initial satellite atomic clocks failed, replacement missions like
IRNSS-1H suffered heat shield separation issues, and NVS-02 experienced propulsion system failure
during orbit insertion.

e A 2018 Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report highlighted delays in developing consumer-
end receivers, which hindered civilian adoption during early mission phases.

Legal And Constitutional Framework

o Indian Space Policy, 2023: Regulates domestic space activities, promoting commercialization and
encouraging private sector integration into satellite navigation ecosystems.

e CAG Audit Mandate (Article 148 to 151): Empowers the Comptroller and Auditor General of
India to audit public expenditure and performance of statutory bodies and scientific programs.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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o National Security & Strategic Autonomy: Constitutional mandate under Entry 1 of the Union List
(Seventh Schedule) to maintain defense readiness and sovereign control over strategic technology.

Impact & Measures

e Restoring NavIC ensures technological self-reliance, eliminating as India looks to revive NavIC
foreign dependency on systems like US GPS during national TAigation systen
emergencies or military operations.

o Integration of the L1 band facilitates widespread adoption across
civilian infrastructure, telecommunications, aviation, and
consumer electronics.

o Strengthening quality assurance processes in satellite propulsion
and utilizing indigenous atomic clocks enhances overall mission
survival rates.

Conclusion

The deployment of NVS-03 marks a crucial step toward restoring India's sovereign satellite navigation
capabilities. Overcoming past technical setbacks through domestic innovations like indigenous atomic

clocks and L1 band compatibility will solidify NavIC's operational reliability across civil and military

domains.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper III: Science and Technology—developments and their applications in
everyday life; Achievements of Indians in science & technology; Indigenisation of technology and
developing new technology; Awareness in the field of Space.

9. Siang Dam: Strategic Imperative And Local Opposition In Arunachal Pradesh
Key Highlights

e The 11200MW Siang Upper Multipurpose Project (SUMP) is touted as India's largest hydropower
project, designed primarily to counter China's massive upstream dam plans on the Yarlung Tsangpo.

o Tensions are rising in Arunachal Pradesh's Siang belt, with the
indigenous Adi community and youth leaders staging shutdowns, rallies,
and protests against the project.

e The project gained urgency after China approved a 60000MW lower
Yarlung Tsangpo hydropower project in December 2024, raising security

concerns over potential water weaponization. =
The Siang Dam project,
. . . China’s upstream megadam
o Experts and local stakeholders have questioned rushing the project aiid fearsl;,ehmd Amﬁachal

beyond the pre-feasibility stage without assessing the precise operational Protests
scope and impact of Chinese upstream infrastructure.

e Chief Minister Pema Khandu assured that extensive consultations, social impact assessments, and
detailed project reports will be conducted, and the dam will not proceed if found unfeasible.

Summary & Background

e The roots of harnessing the Siang and Subansiri rivers date back to 1982 under the Brahmaputra
Board, though countering Chinese projects became a central national concern around 2013.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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e In 2017, smaller proposed stages were merged into the SUMP, transforming it into a critical strategic
counter-measure against upstream river diversion risks.

o Indigenous residents fear massive displacement, loss of ancestral land, and destruction of their deep
cultural, economic, and religious ties to the Siang river.

Legal And Constitutional Framework

o Article 21: Protects the right to life and livelihood, forming the constitutional basis for demanding
fair rehabilitation and protection of indigenous habitats.

e The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013: Governs mandatory social impact assessments, consent, and compensation
for displaced populations.

e Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
2006: Protects community rights, cultural heritage, and customary land use of indigenous tribal
populations.

Impact & Measures

e Constructing a mega-dam helps store water to

" . . Essential Definitions
mitigate upstream flow manipulation or sudden

water releases by China, safeguarding e Yarlung Tsangpo: The upper stream
downstream national security. of the Brahmaputra River originating in
8 _ _ Tibet, China, before flowing into
o Local communities face severe socio-economic Arunachal Pradesh as the S|ang

displacement, loss of fertile ancestral land, and

disruption of traditional indigenous lifestyles. * Riparlan Rights: Legal rights of

countries or communities situated

o Implementing transparent pre-feasibility along the banks of a river to utilize and
evaluations, comprehensive social impact access water resources equitably.
assessments, and guaranteed consent frameworks

can bridge the trust deficit between the state and local residents.
Conclusion

The Siang Upper Multipurpose Project highlights the complex trade-off between vital national security
imperatives against Chinese hydro-hegemony and the socio-cultural survival of local indigenous
communities. Balancing strategic defense needs with inclusive stakeholder consultation and robust
environmental safeguards is essential for sustainable regional development.

UPSC Relevance

e General Studies Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development in various
sectors and issues arising out of design and implementation of policies.

e General Studies Paper III: Infrastructure (energy, dams), security challenges and their management
in border areas, environmental impact assessment, and disaster management.

10. Reforms 3.0: Addressing Credibility Gaps And Structural Governance Challenges
Key Highlights

e The Cabinet Secretary recently announced the launch of Administrative Reforms 3.0, signaling an
acknowledgment of prior reform hurdles and structural governance bottlenecks.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________]
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control toward a philosophy anchored in » Rent-Seeking: Economic activities

presumptive trust, decentralization, and citizen where entities attempt to capture

autonomy. unearned wealth through political
influence, market manipulation, or

Summary & Background regulatory favors rather than creating
new wealth.
e The announcement of Reforms 3.0 reflects
critical systemic vulnerabilities in India's external » Presumptive Trust: A governance
sector, lopsided domestic growth, and philosophy that treats citizens and

VIDHVATH IAS ACADEMY, MYSURU

International Monetary Fund reports and the Economic Survey highlight persistent structural
impediments, noting that firms face prolonged customs delays and heavy regulatory compliance
burdens.

The Indian corporate sector continues to operate in a hybrid rent-seeking zone where political
mediation often substitutes true market discipline.

While formal rules such as business incorporations have been simplified, deep-seated complexity in
tax enforcement, retrospective taxation, and quality control regulations undermine overall ease of
doing business.

Achieving genuine administrative transformation

. . : Essential Definitions
requires moving beyond top-down bureaucratic

economic agents as honest,
competent, and autonomous partners

administrative friction.

Past attempts focused excessively on formal rule rather than treating them with
changes rather than altering institutional suspicion.

conditions or dismantling entrenched rent-seeking

structures.

Governance structures have grown increasingly centralized, with excessive state surveillance and
control inhibiting organic economic dynamism and entrepreneurial freedom.

Legal And Constitutional Framework

Impact & Measures

Article 14: Ensures equality before the law and prohibits arbitrary administrative actions or
discriminatory state patronage.

73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments: Provide the legal bedrock for democratic
decentralization and local self-governance, counteracting hyper-centralization.

Administrative Tribunals Act, 1985: Establishes mechanisms for speedy and efficient adjudication
of disputes relating to recruitment and conditions of service of public servants.

Structural Reforms: A Key
to Sustained Consumer Growth

Streamlining regulatory compliance and eliminating
unpredictable tax enforcement can boost long-term
capital investments and enterprise dynamism.

Fostering true administrative decentralization reduces
bureaucratic overhead and empowers local governance
structures to drive bottom-up growth.

Shifting from a culture of surveillance to institutional
trust optimizes public service delivery and reinforces constitutional accountability.
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Conclusion

Reforms 3.0 can only succeed if the state machinery commits to reforming the reformer by dismantling
centralized control and embracing citizen trust. True economic transformation requires addressing the
foundational political economy of rent-seeking and building a transparent, decentralized administrative
framework.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development, structure and
functioning of the Executive, and issues related to devolution of powers.

General Studies Paper III: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of
resources, growth, development, and ease of doing business.

11. The Proliferation Of Entrance Examinations And The Crisis Of Meritocracy
Key Highlights

Millions of young Indians face a relentless cycle of competitive testing, navigating multiple entrance
and recruitment examinations beyond standard board and university assessments.

The proliferation of layered examinations has rendered foundational classroom learning secondary,
transforming education into a race of clearing multiple high-stakes filters.

Public examinations frequently suffer from systemic
deficiencies, paper leaks, unfair practices, and recurring
cancellations that waste public money and cause severe
student distress.

The heavy financial burden of coaching fees and test
preparations falls disproportionately on marginalized and
economically weaker families, compromising true equity.

Global standards suggest that university admissions and
recruitment should rely primarily on standardized school-
leaving results and continuous academic performance
rather than redundant testing tiers.

Summary & Background

Students face a cascade of tests including JEE, NEET, CLAT, CUET, GATE, and CAT, followed by
rigorous public service commission and banking recruitment exams.

Separate entrance tests were originally introduced to counter lack of uniform standards and unfair
means in school boards, but the resulting cure has proven worse than the disease.

The erosion of trust in foundational education has created an inversion where credentialing
examinations tied to actual classroom learning matter the least while coaching-center drilling
dominates.

Legal And Constitutional Framework

Article 21: Guarantees right to life and personal liberty, which encompasses mental well-being,
dignity, and freedom from systemic distress caused by recurring test failures.
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Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024: Legislative enactment aimed at
curbing organized cheating, paper leaks, and fraudulent practices in public recruitment and entrance
tests.

Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV): Essential Definitions
Constitutional mandates guiding the State to
provide equitable educational opportunities and
protect vulnerable sections from economic and
social exploitation.

o High-Stakes Examination: A test with
monumental consequences for a
student's future admission or career,
driving intense pressure and a

Impact & Measures coaching-dependent preparation

culture.
Redundant testing layers inflict profound

psychological trauma, anxiety, and financial
distress on adolescents and their families.

e Merit Garbling: Distortion or corruption
of true merit evaluation resulting from
flawed testing mechanisms, paper

Reforming and standardizing school-leaving leaks, and coaching disparities.

results through moderation frameworks, external
audits, and score equating can restore credibility to foundational assessments.

Transitioning to holistic admissions based on CGPA, verified academic records, and single scholastic
aptitude evaluations can dismantle the damaging examination pyramid.

Conclusion

India's obsession with endless layers of competitive examinations has distorted educational values and
penalized genuine academic diligence. Restoring trust in foundational school and university assessments is
vital to foster true merit, reduce financial exploitation, and safeguard the well-being of the youth.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II: Issues relating to development and management of social sector/services
relating to Education, Human Resources, and institutional reforms.

General Studies Paper III: Inclusive growth and issues arising from administrative efficiency,
economic equity, and youth resource mobilization.

12. US-Denmark-Greenland Pact: Arctic Geopolitics and Security Dynamics
Key Highlights

The United States, Denmark, and Greenland Essential Definitions
signed a tripartite agreement on September 22,
. . -1 . e Arctic Council: An intergovernmental
2026, expanding American military access while . : .
; 8 . forum promoting cooperation among Arctic
reaffirming Danish sovereignty. states, indigenous communities, and

residents on sustainable development and

The agreement allows the expansion of Pituffik . )
environmental protection.

Space Base and establishes additional US

defense facilities at Narsarsuaq and Mestersvig. » Self-Determination: The legal right of a

distinct population or territory to freely
The security arrangement incorporates joint determine its political status and pursue
cooperation on the proposed Golden Dome economic development.

defense system and missile warning networks.

Strict investment restrictions are imposed on non-NATO and non-EU entities within sensitive
infrastructure and resource sectors in Greenland.
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Crucially, key security provisions will persist even if Greenland exercises its right to future political
independence.

Summary & Background

Emerging from territorial takeover rhetoric, the pact shifts focus from annexation to expanding
strategic defense access in the High North.

Greenland holds vital geostrategic value between North America and Europe for space surveillance,
missile defense, and opening maritime routes.

The agreement resolves diplomatic tensions between Washington and Copenhagen, allowing
Denmark to balance territorial sovereignty with NATO security obligations.

Legal And Constitutional Framework

Greenland Self-Government Act, 2009: Grants Greenland

extensive domestic autonomy while reserving foreign, defense, "‘\

and security policy under Danish jurisdiction. \§

FINLAND
SWEDEN

Vi
NORWAY

North Atlantic Treaty (Article 5): Establishes collective
defense obligations, reinforcing NATO presence across strategic il sagzaLND U
Arctic operational sectors. S .

*
NUUK

UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS): Regulates
maritime boundaries, continental shelf claims, and navigation
rights across melting Arctic waters.

CANADA

UNITED
STATES

Impact & Measures

Expands US early warning, space surveillance, and naval access across the critical North Atlantic
corridor.

Restricts non-western foreign capital in critical minerals and strategic infrastructure, preventing rival
influence.

Safeguards Greenlandic societal interests and traditional livelihoods while navigating great-power
polar competition.

Conclusion

The US-Denmark-Greenland agreement highlights the transition of the Arctic from an arena of scientific
cooperation to a contested theater of strategic security. Protecting indigenous rights while securing vital sea
routes and critical minerals will determine long-term polar stability.

UPSC Relevance

General Studies Paper II: Effect of policies and politics of developed countries on India's interests,
international treaties, and bilateral agreements.

General Studies Paper III: Conservation, environmental impact assessment, and strategic security
implications of climate change in polar regions.
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